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To all whom it may concern.:

Be 1t known that we, THOMAS J. CLARK
and GEORGE M. CLARK, of Higganum, in the
county of Middlesex, and in the State of Con-
necticut, have invented certain new and use-
fal Impwvements n Ifinger-Bars for Mowers;
and do hereby declare that the following is a
full, clear, and exact desecription thereof ref-
erence being had to the accompanying draw-
ing, and to the letters of reference marked
thereon, making a part of this specification.

The nature of our invention consists in the
construction of the finger-bar and the finger,
and the connection of the ledger-plate thereto,
as more fully hereinafter set torth

In order to enable others skilled in the art
to which ourinvention appertains, we will now
proceed to more fully describe the same, refer-
ring to the annexed drawing, in which—

I‘wure 1 represents a sectional view, and
Fig, 2 a plan view. |

In the annexed drawing, A represents the
finger-bar, whose forward end is turned up in
the form as shown. D represents the ﬁngex
which is constructed with a solid point in
front, from the lower side of which projects
backward a broad strip, which is riveted or
otherwise secured to the under side of the fin-
ger-bar., |
- By this construction a free space is pro-
vided between the solid end of the finger and
~the forward edge of the finger-bar., The rear
part of the solid end of this finger is provided
with a narrow groove, into which the front
end of the ledger- plaﬂ:e 1s inserted, and there
held in place by a pin, bolt, or rwet The

ledger-plate B is extended over the open part
of the finger, and stayed by a standard, B, as
shown, and is passed over the top of the fin-

| ger-bar, and has a curved end to correspond

with the curved end of the finger-bar, where
1t 18 secured, by rivets or other devices, in the
front part of the groove for the cutter-bar.

C represents the sickle-blade, which is con-
nected to the usual cutter-bar, which works in
the groove 1n the rear of the curved end of the
ledger-plate. The bladesofthesickle are spread
outward at their rear, so as to extend beyond
the curved spaces « in the ledger-plate, so that
when the sickle is in motion there will always
be a cutting-edge on that portion of the ledger-
plate uncovered by the sickle-knives, and ‘the
joint between the two adjoining ledger-plates
will be effectually covered. (See IFig. 2.) If
these joints are not covered, the grass will
work in between and retard the operation of
the cutters.

By broadening the bottom of the finger and
leaving an open space above it, we are enabled
to make it lighter and to scwe material in its
construction, whlle by our mode of connectmﬂ'
the led ger- plate the finger 1s firmly braced up-
on the finger-bar, and the Dlate is prevented
from springing out of its place.

What we claim is—

The combination of the curved finger-bar A,
hollowed finger D, and ledger-plate B connect-
ed i a groove in the finger and extended over
and down the 1nner side of the finger-bar, all
substantially as set forth.

In testimony that we claim the foregomn we
have hereunto set our hands this 14th day of

February, 1870. |
THOMAS J. CLARK.
GEORGE M. CLARK..
Witnesses: |
ARTHUR L. BONFAZ,
ABRAHAM BRAINARD.
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