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Do all whom it may concern:

- Be it known that I, GEORGE M_.'LMAEK:S;. of

! e Ha] f Moon, in the county of Centre and State
oo of Pennsylvania, have -invented a new and

© useful Tmprovement in Potato-Diggers; and T |

| - if{lo_.-hejfe.by-? declare th at the folldﬁri_11g is a full,

ption thereof, which

~~ vill enable others skilled in the art to make
~° and use the same, reference being . had to the
-~ . accompanying drawings, forming part of this

~ . provements in a machine for digging potatoes,

~ This invention relates to new and useful im-

- whereby that tedious and laborious operation
- is performed by h orse-power, and in the most
©.. o expeditious ‘mann er; and it consists in the
©. . construction and ar rangement of parts, as here-

- Intheaccompanying drawings, Figure1rep

© resentsa vertical longitudinal Scction of the
~ machine on theline xw of Fig. 2. Fig. 2 is a
- Dlan view of the botton or reverse side of the

. Similar letters of reference indicate corré-

 sponding parts.

A Aale the handles, which are sup ported
- ..in asloping position by the triangular pieces
... B, attached to each h andle, the lower sides of

.~ which run upon the ground, as representod

 Cisaninclined platform supported by the

. handles, formed of or lined with metal, 3o ag
. topresent asmooth upper surface. The lower
. end of this in clined platform is brou ght to an

~ edge, and is similar | to the edge of an
-~ ordinary scraper, but with a projecting point, |

n form to the edge of an

- 'E, extendi ng forward and rising u D, as seen

DD are sides rising from the outer ed ges of
. theplatform, to which the frame F is attached,

fOI’ supp 0]3'311] g ‘bhe dra,ft_bajr G, | ThlS f rame.
. issupported in a nearly horizontal position, |
. From the under side of the. cross-piece H, a |
., loop, I, drops down, with a _ |
- throughit.. The draft-barissupported in this
= loop, and elevated or depressed by means of B
- theadjusting-holes in the Joop, =~

I

|

with' a number of holes |

- J J are timbers, which
handles- at their forward ends.
ends are supported on the axle M of the sup-
porting-wheels K K. o
~ Liis a perforated platform or screen, which
18 supported in grooves in the timbbrs J J.

‘This sereen is given a longitudinal vibrating

‘motion from the small pins % in the axle M.

As the axle revolves, these pins strike a wire .
. oriron, o, attached to the bottom of the screen, -

and move the screen forward until the pin
slips off the wire or iron. The back motion
18 produced by the spring P. As the machine
moves forward, a constant, vibrating

1s thus produced. Point E and the forward

portion or edge of the inclined platform ¢

are made'to run beneath the potatoes in the

| ground. - As the machine moves forward, the
potatoes and earth slide up on the Inclined

‘platform, and are delivered onto the vibrating
Screen L. The motion of the screen serves to
~detach the earth which adheres

‘potatoes from the screen as fast as

| _ _ they are
thoronghly freed from the earth. -

S Bare side boards, which rise on each side
~of the screen, to which the gate R is pivoted.

are pivoted to the
Their back

motion

to the pota-
| toes, and sifts it through onto the ground. -
- R is a pivoted gate at the back end of the

Screen, which is adjusted so as to deliver the

Having thus described my invention, I claim - B

asnew and desire to secure by Letters Patent— - .
1. The inclined platform C, point B, and

_ | platform L, arranged to

operate substantially as and for the purposes

screen or perforated

‘described. ! | S
2. In combination with the handles A, the

triangular pieces B, S,u_bstant}ial]y for the pur-

poses described.

~ 3. In combination with a,ljotatt)-digger; the .
and for

vibrating screen I, substantially as
the purposes set forth, T

- Witnesses:
~ P. W, BURKET,

' GEORGE M. MARKS,
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