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JOSHUA HUNT, OF PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND.

.- Letiem Patent No. 107,499, dated Sejptembef QO, 1870.
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IMPROVEMENT IN LIFE-PRESERVING MATTRESSES.

| The ‘Schedule referred to in theﬁe Letters Patent and making part of the same. L

I, JosHUA HUXNT, of Providence, in the county of
Providence and State of Rhode IsLmd have invented
a Combined Mattress and Life-Presery er, of' which
the following is a Speclﬁmtlcm

- Figure 1, perspective view as a mattress.

Figure 2, perspective view as a hf'e-preael ver.

"\Iy invention consists in making two elongated

sacks or pockets, C O, which are ﬁlled with cork, -

eitber granulated, cut into shavings, or in large, ﬂ&t
pieces, and with the edges thereof connected with an
apron, A, so that, when the two sacks are folded fo-
getller upon the ‘apron, they will just be covered
smoothly thereby, and make a mattress, and when
opened they will buoy up a considerable weight when
Placed upon the apron between the cork-filled saecks.
At one end we may attach a smaller sack, which

serves the purpose of a bolster, B, or when detached

may be used as a life-preserver.
A A A are straps or bands attached to the surface

of the sacks, by whlch to seize hold of them when in |

the water.
~ As a mattress the sacks are made of any width, so

that they will fit into the racks of steamboats, or ves- |

- sels of ahy kind, and are filled with cor k, Whleh is the

best lgnown ﬁllmg, on account of its g oreat buoyancy?

s~ dll-p—

and at the same time is a good ﬁlllng for a lﬂﬂthES'%
especially when granulated or cut into shavings.,

As a life-preserver, it is-unfolded, and when in the
water a person or any weight upon the apron A, with-
in its power of resistance, is kept afloat. '

A single sack filled with cork would tur n over when\#" -
‘ever it was grasped, and would not furnish that pro-

teetion which the two connected with the apron would

‘do, as'a person upon the apron would be free from the - |

necessity of grasping a detached sack or any other

form of life-preserver.

By the use of the mattress, the necessity of carr y-
ing other devices for life-preservers is avoided, as

the mattress is ltse]f the best preserver that can be
-desired. |

What I claim as my uwentmn a,nd desn‘e to secure

by Letters Patent, is—

The cork-filled sacks or pockets o) O ‘united by the
apron A, when-combined for a ma,ttress and a llfe- |

pre%ener as abm'e dese: ibed.
JIOS'HUA HUNT.

\VltneSSes :
- Winuiam H. COREY,
J. ERASTUS LESTER
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