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. The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, THOMAS A CLARK .Lmd
HEXRY O. MASCROFT, both of the city and county

of Worceester and St.m, of “\Iamu.hubettq have in-

v ented certain new and useful Improv ementa in Ifruit-
Jar Covers; and we do hereby declare the following

to be a full; elear, and exact description of the hame,
reference: lmuw had to the accompanying drawing
~whien forms a part of this s.pemhmtmn it ulmh-—-

Figure 1 represents a perspective view of onv im-
prov ed fi uit-jar cover, and |

Figure 2 lEplt‘M}llfS it central wmcal sectwn of
the same. |

To enable those bkllletl 1 the art to which our in-
vention belongs to make and use the same, we
will proceed to deseribe it more in detail.

The nature of our invention consists in the combi-

nation, with the cover of a fruit-jar, of an air-valve,
sprivg, and eylinder for inclosing and supporting the
\ulmt*

In tlu., dl-:l.“lllg

The part marked A indicates the Jar

B the cover; and

O, the mbhu‘ packing-ring.

'The cover B is, in this lmmnu,, made to screw on
to the top of tht., jar A, but it may be secured to the
jar i any other “e]l-knou N manher if preferred.
~ In the top of the cover B is formed a small hole, «,
and above said hole is arran ged a'metallie eylinder, D
in the top of which is formed a similar hole, b.

- A valve, B, of rubber or other suitable material, is
arranged in the lower part of the cylinder D, uluch
covers the hole ¢ in the cover B, upon w hich it is
pressed firmly down by a coil-wire spring, ¥, whick
latter 18 arranged within the L}lllld{:‘l ]) above the
valve B, as fully showi in the drawing.

Illhtl.‘ad of o coiled ‘wire spring, I, spring of :my
other material, or even a \H‘l“‘ltl’ may he_mc{l for
holding down the valve E. -

Tts upela,tleu is as follows:

The jar being filled with fruit, the cover is placed
on and screwed down upon the packlntr-ung C, or
otherwise fastened to the top of the jar. The jar is
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arranged subst: mtmﬂv a8 hmunm‘ter deqmihed |

hhnwn and described.

then beated, and the expansion of its contents
forces the air out through the hole a, the valve E
lemhh rising to permit 1ts passage.

“When the air has thus all been forced out, the Jm :
is allowed ‘to cool. ..The valve B is dnmu closely

“down over the hole @ as the contents of the jar con-

tract, so that no aiirean re-enter the jar, and a vacn-
wn isthus formed whichis much more ]1eafeut, than can
Le obtained with the jar-cover in ordinary use.. .Con-
sequently, the fruit is preserved in a much better con--
dition, \\]ule? at the same time, the operation of can-
ning is simplified and rendered less faborious and ob-
jectionable, as will be tully understood -and ftpprem--
ated by tlmse skilled in the art to which our inven-
tion belongs. |

The deyices herein shown and dLSGlled present an
exceedingly convenient and cheap arrangement for
accomplishing the resnlts above named. They cecu-
pYy but little space upon the cov ery, and it is not neces-
sary to fasten the valve or spring to the cover, as

| they are both contained within the eylinder D, which -

fits around the valve so as to steady it and insure its
position above the opening in the cover, while it, in

i liké manner, supports and holds in.place the spring or

weight by which the valve is pressed down, so that,
by sunply fastening the cylinder to the covel, both the
valve and ==p1m¢r are at once held in position above
the opening which they are the means of closing.

We are aware that heretofore a valve has bwn_
held by spring pressnre over an opening in the cover,
and this we do not claim; buat |

Having deseribed our improvements - in fr uit- jar
cover,

What we claim therein as new and of our inven-

tion, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

A fr nitsjar cover provided with the valve L, spring
F, and eylinder D, .,umntred for operation as huem
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