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SHE dnited

GILBERT ADOLPHE FREBAULT, OF PARIS, FRANCE.

Letters Patent N . 106 68 2, datetl .Au qust 23 187 O.-_ |

- ' I I.' I I -

IMPROVEMENT IN BALLOT-BOXES,

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent aﬁ& making part of the same,

To all whmn it amy CORCEFN :

Be it known that I, GILBERT ADOLPHE FRE-
~ BAULT, of Paris, in the. Empire of France, have in-
vented an Impmved Electoral Box; and I do hereby
declare the following to be a true and exact deserip-
tion of the same, 1etewnce being had to the aceon-
panymn'll]u.stmtw drawings; tha,t 1s to say— -
The systems in use at the pI esent time for record-

- ing votes at elections, or for drawing tickets for lot-
tenes and other smul...u pur poses, possess, without ex-

ception, the most serious inconveniences, and have
‘never succeeded in inspiring the p‘ibhe w1t11 con fi-
~dence. 1 will not mention the various more piini-

“tive methods used in certain countries for this pur-

pose, where the irregular tty and confusion comequent
thereon produce the most injurious effects.

It is with a view of solving this dlﬁltlﬂt.plﬂh]ﬁm
and of affording eve 'y I}Ubbmle guarantes of security
to the public that I have invented the ballot-voting

ﬂl}pdlﬂtub dEbLI ibed i1 this qpeclhmtmn and illustr .:tt-

ed in the accompanying drawings, in which—
Figure 1 1S a vertical section. |
P wule , & horizontal section.

E:gmes d 4, 9,6, 7, and 8, illustrate in detail the |

{llﬂElLlit p.-,uts of the mventmn hereafter explained.
Figures 9, 10, and 11 represent the methods for ty-

- ing up or aecmmg the box, which may be done inany
| wuvuuent manner, accmdmg to cireumstanees.

Figures 12 and 13 are two specimens ot a kind of | is twisted twice upon:each side, in the form of a cross,

- knitting-kneedle used for receiving the voting papers
~ duripg their classification, after the election.

]:‘I;:,ule 14is a longitudinal section through one of
the tubes that I use for inclosing  the mtuw papem
and transferring them into the box. .

Figure 15 SllUWb the rod or p]llllgPI" serving to pro-
pel thi voting paper into the box from the tube in
~which it is inclosed when the votes are being counted.
~ The box, which is rectangular, has on its “four sides 8
~ thick: E:llEE[b of glass, @ ¢, which may, if lesirable, be
~eovered by w lle-;.,dllZL, z, (see Figure 16,) the said
sheet of glass being supported in grooves . formed in
the metallie h..uue. b which cunatitufeb the body of
~ the box.

TPhe boft{)m is tormed of a thin rec,tanﬁular plate,

¢, tixed by solder, rivets, or screws to El]b tum pillars,

“d, of the trame b.

At the time of wtmg the cover is LlOSEd bv & metal'

plate, f, fig. 5, having a central hole, ¢, therein, and

tour sl holes, h, at the corners, through which pass’

‘the pillars of the frame D, and is u}vutd ou its four

sides, by a metallic fiame, 4, fig. 3, to which any breadth

of border may be given, the mtmlur being either rect-
“angular, oval, or other shape, and the said -frame be-

ing tixed upun the pl“&l‘h of the frame b by means of |

four knobs, 9, seen in det.:ul in hgs. 6. and 1.

safety-plate ~ & thowlurhl} secure.

After the elwtmn, in orderto completelv closa the
central hole ¢, and, therefore, the éntrance to the box,

the metal plate £, fig. 5, is cuve:ed by another metal

plate, k, without a ceutml hole, ﬁg 4, which is itself
sustained by tlle ﬁmn{., ‘a, fixed, as .ﬂ.bme smtcd by

| the knobs 4. -

These knobs 3, shown in:detail ﬁﬂ' 6, :mtl in hﬂ(‘-—
tion fig. 7, are furnished with a “small handle, I,
through wlnull passes the band or ribbon uaeth as
]lEIedttEI described, for finally securing the box: - This
handle may be of the formn indicated in dotted lines,
or in any other convenient form. The ribbon sur-
rounds the box on its outside, and after the election
the operator will take care to twist the ribbon twice
around thie box, by covering, to a certain extent, the
fll"st turn by the second.  He will then place. the

seals upon the double 1'1bb0n, at the point of its junc-
tum (see fig. 8) in cross-section.

m is thé wax, and n# #' the two ends of the band.
This band or ribbon is, preferably, composed of a wo-
ven fabrie, ]LLVH]“‘ a large mesh, so that the wax m v
penetrate it, and for m a perfect seal, and may be col-

-ored to I'eplebent tlie eolors of the national flag.

When it is required. that the box should be sealed

during a single day’s election, the kind of sealing

Shuwn in fig, 9 in lan is med ~The - metal mfety-
5. pidll,

plate k, fig. 4, is not put on the cover, and the rib- -

bon 7, of the same colors as the. flags of the nation,

041 must be taken tu

and knotted at .the point o.

place the band a little out. of the center, so as to leave
-the hole g uncovered, and thus allow the intr udubtmn'
__ot the voting-tubes #, (see detail; fig. 14.)

When the elec tion -lasts lnnwex than one {LH the
evening after the first day the safety-plate 7, hg 4,
i3 phluul on the boux, and the ribbon. =, tig. 10, [Jd.*ntiil |
ovel each face of the box twice, crossing i the cens
ter and mell.mppum', a3 E\pldlllt‘ll :11)0‘\5 w1th mﬁ:x-._-';
ence to lig, 8. - | o

I this case, as befm described, the "i(‘:l]h \muld
not be applied till after the electiony but if it is de«

sired that the box should be sealed, even during the
‘glection, it would hive the b.lft‘ty-phlte d]}plle tl;cmt:)
“dlter the first ILL) , and the method of securing ‘the ap-

paratus shown in tig. 11 wonll be resorted to. Kirst,

two turns are made with the ribbon ab p,-at abuut
one-third-the length of the-box, and the two ends Are
then cut, fmmmtr an overlap, as above stated. e
bands are alsu ¢Lﬁ]‘(E{l to the sides, s0 as to make the

Then a aecmld

bandage, g, is formed, in tlie shape of a e 0S8, ith the
second third of the lengg,tll of the. box, and is secured
to the fivst upon the side of the box, the overlap be-
ing arranged as in the former case, and sealed.

The method of pluciug the seals, and the differeny
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circumstances under which they shiould be so placed,
vary according to custom, or the laws or regulations

of the various localities, and it is for this reason that |
I do not mention any particular manner of voting er-'-r

counting the votes. .
Tt will be easily under %tond that each voter, ])]a,cmn'
and hiding, as it were, his paper in the tube =, fig. 14,
- and throwing the said tube into the bnx the vote is:
perfectly secréet and inviolable, the b'mdawe‘; of the
box being themselves pmﬁ,ct]y secure after the seals
have been deposited upon the ribbons. | |
The counting and registration of the votes are easily
¢ffected by pushing the voting papers out of the tubes,
by means of the rod s, fig. 15. These voting pdp(:‘l‘

thus e}:pelled from the tubes are classified one after |

the other, upon the respective needles ¢ ¢, fig. 12 or
13. - These rieedles may carry at their points a small
eyelet-hole, u, in which a piece of string may be passed. |

to receive the votmg papers when drawn from the

106,682

needles, this string v serving to collect the votes in.
bundles and carefully preserve them. |

The tubes 7, above mentioned, may be formed. of
anv suitable material , o they may be replaced by any.
other article capable of' inclosing and l{bepmg & mte
secret. . - ~

I claim—

—-An electoral box, consisting of the metallic fl ame,
with glass sides and top f, with the perforation g and.

“a cover, I, so as to be applied to the top and secured

m the mmmer described, and ecombined witli the tube
¢ and plunger s, substantiallyin the manner described.
In testimony whereof 1 have signed my name to this

speuﬁmtlou before to subacubmrr witnesses.
- | G. A BR.EBAUL[‘

Wltnesseq- R
?,.Oudorr, |
J ULES ARMENGAUD.
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