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 IMPROVED FOLDING CEAIR.

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ALEXANDER W. STEWART, of

Boston, county of buﬁhlk and State of Massachu-
setts, have invented Improvements in Folding Chairs;
and I do hereby declare that the following, taken in
connection with the drawing which acecompanies and
forms part of this specification, is a description of my
invention sufficient to enable those skilled in the art
to practice it.

United ‘States Letters Patent No 100, ‘)09 were.
‘granted to me Kebruary 22, 1870, antedatud Aungust
23, 1869, for an improved folding chair.

My nresent invention relates to details of construe-
tion of chairs of the same class as th.;mt stown and de-
scribed in said patent

In the present, as in the said patented chair, two_

pairs of crossed folding legs are used, with a seat
jointed at its front to thie tops of two Of the legs, and

resting at its rear, when the chair is open, upon.m |

round or stretcher extending across the other legs.
But instead of hinging the seat as its front to the l'egs,

as in the said patented chair, and making the seat the .
streteher that keeps the legs in proper pomtlon I pivot
the seat by means of pins, extending through the legs

into the oppomte edges of the seat, and e,xtend a COL~

“necting strut or stletchql icross between the legs,

just under the seat front, thereby relieving the seat

- from aiding in.the proper support of the leg;, and in-

suring for it a freedom of motion unattainable in a

chair in which the legs are conmected together at top

and to the seat by hmﬂ‘es alone, whiell hinges are

subjected to strain, from the seat being the connection
and partial supporter of the legs.

 In such patented chair I also show long guide-loops,
extending beneath theseat, through whicll loops plays
the seat-supporting bar as the -chair is folding. In
my present invention I dispense with such loops,
which are to some extent unsightly, and use stops or
hoops placed under the seat, near the rear part there-
of, and serving to arresf the opening inovement of the
]etrs and preventing the spreading of the chair when
a IJEISOI] is seated upon it. These details form {he
main features of my present improveracnts.

A minor detail of' the invention cousists in the nse
of sort of dovetailing grooves .in the under side of
the seat, T-shaped slides or runners, attached to the
se&t-suppmtmg bar, runuing in these grooves, and

holding the seat to the bar durmg thie IELL’EH & IOoVeE-
-ments of the bar and seat. |

This detail of construetion, Lowwer, is not essen-

tial to the other features of the invention.

In the present chair the short legs (to the front
and upper ends of which the seat is jvinted) are placed
outside of the other legs, and,.as the seat runs be-
tween the last }egs, it mll be obvious that it cannot

s -

' ficient to cause it to drop as the ehair is folding

have a general width equal to the qreatﬂr spa,ct, be-
tween the front'legs. To cause the front of the seat
to fill the space between its supporting legs, I in-
erease itg width at the front, thereby concealing the
pivots upoi which it ig hung, and adding to the Sy m-
metry of the-chair, this detall of constl netion also

forming a minor feature of my present improvements.

-The drawing represents a chair embodying these
improvements. -
A shows the chair in front elevation.
- B is a side elevation of it.
C is a section on the line x «.
D is'a plan of the chair.
E is a side view, and .
K a front view uf the folded chair.
(3 is a detail showing groove in bottom of chair-seat.
The chair is lﬁplt?SeI]tbd as devoid of upholstery, for

| the better illustration of the improvements.

¢ b '« W denote the crossing legs of the two pairs of
legs, the two legs of each pau being pivoted together,
as seen ab ¢, and the legs @ « being extended upward,
to form, with th{, cr oss—bmb d, the back of the chair.

The len's b o' are shown as connected by two rungs,

rounds, or stretchers, ¢ f; the two legs, b ¥, and the
two stretehiers, e £, constituting towethu mwld frame,

not dependent for strength or f,tlﬁuesﬁ upon any of

the other parts, -
g denotes the seat, arvanged.at its freut, and just

above tlie stretcher e, betw en the top of the legs b

', and pivoted to these legs by pins & passing through
the legs into the thm-edﬁes Thus supported at the

front, the seat, at its rear, rests upon a bar, ¢, ex-

tendmr-‘ ACIoss fmm leg a to leg @, and between the

legs a4 @, as in my said patented cha,u*

Upon the under side of eaca side rail of the chair-
zeat is the hook or stop k, against which the bar strikes

- when the legs are opened, and by which the extent of -
! spread is determined, as will be readily understood.

Hach liook or stop comes just inside of the leg «
or « when the chair is open, and is concealed from
view Dy the leg, and as the weight of the seat ISISIII)f-
L, DY
the use of these stops, dispense with the long lc}op%
and thereby add gr eatl v to the neatness of the chair.

If, however, it is desirable to have the seat held to
the bar 7, 1 make each side rail of the seat with
groove, {, in its vuder side, this groove enlarging from
its mouth. so that a T-.:,Laped runner, m, fixed to or

‘embracing the bar 4, and having its top in the groove,
will hold the seat to tlw bar, but allow the seab to

slide freely over it.

By inspection of the views D aud I, it will be seern
how the seat is inereased in-width ab the front to fill
the space between the legs b ¥, and conceal the piv-
oted connectmu of the seat and legs, ears N, form-




ing the extensions into which the pivots enter. The
stretcher e, placed beneath the pivots, enables the seat
to move ver y easily, and prevents its binding upon or
straining the pivots, as it-must necessarily do if the
th‘BtOhel were not used.

When the chair is made with straight legs, the seat
may be pivoted to the legs by means of bent bracket-
pivots, as seen at H. | |

The folding chair thus made is very simple, clieap,
~and enduring in construction.

- I claim—

A folding chair, having its seat pu oted to the two

legs, b V', beneath mhlch pwoﬁs Lhe legs are connected

0
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by a rigid stretcher, ¢, when all the parts are arranged
to fold as shown and descnbed

Also, in combination with the inner ]Lg» a a, be-
tween wlnch the seat slides and drops, and the outer
legs b V', to which the seat is pivoted, the seai g, made
wide at its front, to fill the space between the legs b
b, to which it is pwoted substantially as described.

Also, in eombination with the folding-seat and the
bar nupon which it is supported and shdes, the grooves
! and runner m, substantially as shown and described.

Witnesses: ALEX. W. STEWART.
| J. B. CROSBY,

Frawois GouLp.
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