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‘EDWIN MAY, OF INDIANAPOLIS, IN DI ANA.

Letters Patent No. 104,865, dated June 28, 1870.
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IMPROVEMENT IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF PRISON WALLS.

. —

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

-_-ﬁ—-—‘—m—‘

ing to an ar tificial stone; and as the laths arc made

To all whon it may concern :

Be 16 Known that 1, Epwix May, of Iudianapolis,
in the county of dari ion and State of Indiana, have
infented a new and useful Construction of Inside
Walls of Building~ 5 and I do hereby declare the fol-

lowing to be a coticet and suflicient description of the |

sate, “reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ing “lnch makes parg of this spbclﬁmtmn, and in
whieh—

Fligure 1 is a see tlt)lhnl view of a portion of aw all,
constructed accor ding to my unlnovunent

Figare 2 is a similar uew fshmx ing a slight modifi-
catwn. -
-~ Figare & is a puz,pectwe view of a piece of iron
lath, “used in the constraction of my improved wall.

Like letters of reference mdle..ttc like parts in the
several figures. |

My invention is designed for ‘1“ msuh, W dlls, parti-
tions ot cells, .and ('eﬂmn'w of prisons, or strong. rooms.
for the msane. - |

The celis in. prisons are now commonly made of
Aron or of stone. Iron cells are very unhealthy, on ac-
count of the dampness eondensing on the ceilings and
walls. - Stone cells are very cos:tlv, dll(l can be made
only to a certain size.

Mv improved construction obviates both difficulties,
and by it a strong, healthy c.Il or strong room of ;my
size can be built.
- My invention consists'in wub*mctuw mch walls of
& center of hard seasoned wood, on each side of which
a heavy coat of plastering is held by my improved.
iron laths; or of a center of iron plctteq covered on

each side with hard scasoned wood, of any desired

thickness, and the wood covered by plafste -

In fig. 1 of the drawing— |

A IE']_]}.ESLth the woud to cuch side ut which the

laths B are secured by nalls C, the plastering "D fill- |

ing in the spaces befween the ].trhs, and being hohl
ln the samic. |
In fig, 2— . -
L wpleaeuta the. iron pla,teb, COV ered on e ach side
by the bard wood A, towhich the laths B are secured
Ly nails O, and phsfel ing appned to the outside, as
before described.

-Phe lath used being a non-absorbent, alluua chem- i
ical action to take placo 50 as to clnngp the plaster-.

‘their efforts to escape.

in narrow strips, the heat in ease of fire, will not dis-
place them, while their pecuh;u: form produces a
double™Myall of iron, and keeps the pluster'inrr Or Mmor-
tar where it will protect the wood. -

A wall made without the inside iron plate, as shown

in tig, 1, will be found a safe, fire-proot wall.

The il()ll plates, when used as shown in fig. 2, are
so housed in and protected by wood ausl pk et ﬂmt
no oxidation can take place. .

An inmate of such a cell, trying to cut tinoxwh

svch wall, will find it difficult to pick oft or deface tlu,

plasteliwr, and impossible to hide the traces of his
work. Should he succeed to get through thie plaster,
the iaths will form a serious unpedlmunt and 511{:11.&!
he even succeed in piercing them, the hard scasoned
wood ‘would’ present new LllﬂlCl"ltlf}b, and when the
iron plates are used, thes will effectuailly stop all fur-
ther progress.

The escape of prisoners is prevented by discover iy
In cutting out of iron cells a
small quantity of dust will Lﬂbﬁtuﬂ.”} Gide the cut op”
saw-kerf made by the saw used; but any defuacing of
the walls constructed accmdnw to my improv ement

-must immediately show.
The great advantage of my improvement is the
.che.],pnebs of its constr nction, the perfect dryness of
the walls

, and their being completelv fire-proot.

The ir 011 plates and wood-covennw may be nade of
any suitable or desirable thickness.

Having thus described my invention,

What I claim as new, and desire to secare by Let-
{ers Patent, is—

1. An m%de wall, formed of iron pl._l.tes hard seas-

oned wood, and phsteun{r the plastering bemtr kept
in p!acu b} laths, B, ﬁubﬁtantmli} as herein deseribed.

. Aninside w all formed of'a core of hard seasoned
vood A, both sul’ﬁlces of which are completely cuv-

ered mbh iron. laths, B, so that the plastering D is -

sel},.u*ated from the wood by a nearly eontinnous sur-

- face of iron, substmltm]]v as tmd for the pw pose set

fmth. o
| 1D DWI\ . 'AY.,
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