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IMPROVEMENT IN NAIL-HAMMERS.
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The Schedule referred to in these Lietters Patent and making part of the samé

To all whom il may concern

Be it known that I, EparAary S. MorroN, of Ply-
mouth, in the county ot Plymouth and State of Mas-

achusettq have invented a new and useful Improve-

ment in Nm]-HdmmeH and I do hereby declare that
the following is
thereof, which W1II enable others skilled in the art to
make zmd use the same, reference being had to the

accompanying drawing fﬂrmmg part of this specl fica-
tlon

‘This invention relates to a new and useful improve-

ment in nail-hatnimers, and consists in a slot formed
at the base of the cla,ws, and at about right angles

‘therewith, by means of which a nail may e held in

. the hammer and started. in the wood with one hand,
thus rendering the hammer very convenient in driv- |

ing nails'in places where but one hand can be used.

In the accompanying drawi ing—
Figure 1 represents a side view of the hammer,
with one claw broken away, to show the slot for the

head of the nail and the position of the nail, the lat-
ter being seen in dotted lines.

Figure 2 is a view of the inner side of the ham-
mer, showing the outer end of the slot at the base of |

the c]aws

Similar letters of reference indicate colreSpondmrr
parts.

A B represent the chws of the hammer.
‘U is the slof, which is somewhat tapering in form,

extending inward at the base or butt of the claws, in
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ful] clear, and exact deseription

a direction about at right angles thelemth and about
parallel with the lmndlt, D. The slot C extends in-
ward far enough to receive the head of the nail, and,

belng tapering in one or both directions, the head is

supported by the slot, and the nail is *upported by -

‘the angle or slit between tiie claws, as seen in fig. 1.
By this improvement, a nail may be started in the |

wood and driven in situations where both of the hands

of the operator cannot, be used.

I do not, broadly, claim an lmplovement on aha,m-
mer for this purpose, as I am aware that it is not
new; but I am noet aware that the improvement has
ever been made in this cheap and effective manner.
The. slot C adds but a trifle to the cost of the bamn-

mer, and allows the nail to be started in any place

whew it can be driven, whercas any device for the

purpose which I have ‘seen adds materially to the
cost of the hammer, while its location on the ham-

- mev prevents the nail from being started in many sﬂ:— -

nations where it is desirable to drive one.
Having thus deseribed my invention,

1 claim as new and desire to secure by Lettels__
Patent— |

A nail-hammer, provided with a slot, C, Tormed at

the base of the claw, , Substantially as and for the pur-

pose specified. -
E. S. MORTON.
Wltne‘;ses - -
AUGUSTUS ROBBN&
ELLIS BARNES
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