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' IMPROVEMENT IN LETTER-BOXES.

The schedule_ referred to in these Lietters Patent and malking part of the Eme-

- . .

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, C. R. BAhUROFT of Boston,
Suffolk county, State of Massachusetts, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements 'in Letter-
Boxes; and I do hereby declare that the following is a
full, and exact descrlptmn of the same, reference bemw
had to the accompanying. dmwmﬂs, mth ]EttEIS of
reference marked theteon, and’ . o
‘The nature of my invention conmsts in.so con-
structmg a lettel—box and so placing:it upon the door-
frame, as that the closmg of-the door may close, or
keep closed the aperture in the letter-box from whlch
the letters, &c are to be withdrawn: and further, in
a device for pr otectmg the contents fmm rain, snow,
- dust, &c., and in a device by-which the unhwful Al

straction of letters may be prevented, and-in a mode

of attaching said box to the dom-fmme

In the drawings— -

- Figure 1 is an 1sometuc view of the door Ellltl dum-
frame and the letter-box ; | |

Figure 2is a view from the back of the ]etter-bm,
when detached from the door-fi: ame; and.

In the drawings—

A, fig. 1, represents the door.
B B fig. 1, is the door-frame.
: ﬁg 1 is the letter-box, = .

IS the cover of the same, w orking on hin-
e leit—ha,nd end.
. 1,18 the under cover.
1 I8 an aperture or slit, called the “lecelvmfr-
'sllt ? in the under cover E, thwun‘h which the lettels
'pa.pers, &e., are dlopped

G, fig. 1, is the door in the side of the letter—box
whlch closes the discharging-aperture H, fig. 1, through
‘which the letters are taken from the box, |
I, fig. 1, is a chute, being a curved piece of metal,
| huug ab an angle of about forty-five . degrees, or
thereabouts from the lower pmt ‘of the under cover
E upon the hmge J, ﬁg
‘at its Jowerend, -

l'.‘."!'
gaq

- K, fig. 1, is a- spung attaehed at 1t.s top to the
chute I and at: its bottom lmpmgmrr upon one side

of the letter-box

- L*L* L* L* fig. 2, are two apeltures in the b.;lck
of the Ietter-box whmh are thus f‘%bthHEd B

One end of ﬂ.lb aperture or slot Is = circular hole -'

lar ge enough to admit the passage of the head of a
screw or peg. Running into this circular aperture

- 18 an oblong one, horizontal (or sometimes I make

them at an angle) when the ‘box is in position, and
~of width only sufficient to admit the passage of the
. shaok of the serew, and rounded at the extreme end ;
and |

| Thls chnte I 1s seuated_'

.

The operation of my dwwe is - this, commmencing
with the attachment of the box to the door-frame:

- Having two screws or pegs (not represented)
placed in tlu, door-frame, at the same distance fmm
the door when closed as the distance, in fig, 2, be-
tween the part marked respectively L* L“, of the-
two peg-holes in the back of the letter-box, from the

‘upper edge of the box in fig. 2, I open the ‘door and

pass the heads of the serews (not repréesented) or pegs
through the circular parts of the peg-holes, at the

pmnts marked L+ L, respectively. - Then moving the
letter-hox in a duectwn from the door till the shanks.

~of the pegs touch the ends L™ I.* of the peg-holes or

slots, the pew-heddb are then inside the letter-box,
and, the door being eélosed, there is no means of
moﬂnn‘ the letter —b0\ frowm 1ts place without breaking
it or the peg-heads, while the box may, at any tlmu,
be readily removed.,
place letters, &ec., in the receiving-slit F, I lift the.
upper cover D, mld when the l{,ttels are dgposmed letj
the cover D down, thus protecting the receiving-slit-

‘and the contents beneath from rain, snow, or dubt

The device of the chute I operates thus . |
It is to prevent the abstraction of the COIlt{,lltb of'

the letter-box back through the receiving-aperture F:

When a newspaper is put into the box; the serrated;
or otherwise made, lower end ho]ds 1t w1th its pomtq |

i which are pressed up against the. paper by'the spring

K, and the paper is immovable, without tearing, ex-

‘cept by pressing back the chute ‘against tlie spring,
which can be done readily only by one who.opens the

letter-box legitimately, by opening.. the daor to the-'
frame of which tlie bHox is attached. :
The main ﬂ,m:me of m:y lettel -bax IS now to be ad-

ver ted to.

The discharging-aperture H is, 113 w111 be pelcewed |
placed on the side which, ‘when: th(.. box is placed in:
position, is opposed to the door. Thus when the
letter-box 1s-closed the. door fastens it, and when, as
I sometimes do, I dispense with the letter-box dool,
the door, when closed, closes the dlschargmg-%per-
ture whlch is open, or the letter-box door may be
opened when the d001 is open; and I sometimes dls-

_pense with the spring K and ma,ke the chute itself a
| spring, thus dispensing with the hinge J; and some-
times 1 do not serrate the bottom- of the chute, but
make it with.a knife-edge, or. {)thLI‘WISB, and some-

timnes, instead of hm*mg the dischar 'ging-opening at
the side opposite the door, I have it in the top or the
bottom, or the front side ‘of the box, having an ap-
| propr inte projection from the door, which either closes
| the aperture, or, a linged door bcmg upon the box
as in the-drawing, fastens it; and sometimes I fasten

L

“When the door is" open, and to



the box to the door, and so locate the discharging-
aperture as that it is closed by the impinging of that
side against the door-frame; and

What 1 claim herein as of my own invention, and
desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. The letter-box, so made as that besides a re-
celving-slit, it has a discharging-aperture, which when
the box is fastened to a door-frame, is either closed

or kept closed by the shutting of the door, when con-

structed and used substantially as described.

103,826

2. The fastening of the letter-box to a door-frame
by the peg-slots mentioned, so that when the. door is
closed the box is firmly held, yet'is removable when
the door is opened, in manner substantially as de-
seribed. | -

C. R. BANCROFT.

- VWitnesses: - |
- LEMUEL P. JENKS,
DAVID BICKNELL.,
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