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To all whom 1t may concern:

- Be it known that I, JAMES M. KEEP, of New
York city, in the county of New York and in the
State of New York, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Towel or Clothes-Racks; and
do hereby declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description thereof, refelence being had to
the accompanying drawing lmlmlg a pmt of tis specl-
fication, in which—

1‘1“‘111(:1 1 is a side elevation of my improved device
with one of the bars removed, and the remainder

placed -parallel with the face of the supporting-
bracket;

llttrlue 2 is a like view of the s
placed at 4 right angle to said bracket; and
Iigure 3 is a vertical longitudinal qeutlun of one of

the bars and shanks showmn‘ the means employed for
attaching them threthEI |

Lette:s of like name and kind refer to like parts in
each of the ﬁgmea

My invention is an improvement upon a style of
towel or clothes-rack in which a series of wooden bars
is secured at one' end .within corresponding metal

shanks, which are suitably hinged or pivoted to or

upon a metal bracket; and
It counsists in the means employed for attaching the

wooden bars to or upon the metal slmnks, as 1s here-

inafter set forth. | .

In the annexed drawing—

A represents a cucnlar metal disk, having secured
to the center thereof, by means of N neck, a, a bar,
B, which, extending vertically in both dllLLtIOHS to or
near the edn'e of :ﬂld disk, and from thence horizon-

tally outw .ald, as shown in fig. 2, is provided at each

end with a cylindrieal boss, 0 having its axis plfu,.t.,d
in a perpendicular line.

Passing vertically through the centers of bosses O
is a rod, D upon whicl, 'md between said bosses, are
pivoted 'three flat cir.cular metal disks, B, having at-

tached to and projecting horizontally outward from
each a round bar or shank, I.

Near the outer end of each shank T is provided Al

collar or shoulder, £, while projecting forward from the
center of said end is an ordinary wood-screw, G, the
head of which is secured within said shank by being

same with said bars |
i provided with a

cast therem but, if preferred, said sctew may be
formed upon the end of said shank.

H represents a wooden bar, having its outer end
covered by means of a metal thimble, h and its inner -
end embraced by a ferrule, 1, the libttel of whieh ex-
tends one-half of its length beyond the bar. |

As thus constructed, the bar is attached to the
shank I by means of the serew G, for the reception’
of which a suitable longitudinal openmg is provided -
within the end of the wood, while the ferrule I passes
over the end of said shmk and, bearing at its end
against the collar f, gives iner eased strength and se-
eunty to the joint.

As ordinarily construeted the end of the shank is
socket, somewlmt smaller than the
wooden rod or szr info whmh the reduced end of the-
latter is fitted, and secured in place by means. of a
rivet passing thloun‘h both 'parts, or by a wedge in-
serted in the end of B'l.ld bar, and driven home by the
act of placing the latter mthm the socket. .

The above-described method possesses serious ob-
jections, however, as the shrinkage of the wood will,

in a'short time, loosen the bars, after which, by use,

they rapidly wear at their pomt} of insertion mthm
the sockets until sufficiently loose to drop out.

It will be seen that my miethod of connecting the
bars and shanks entirely obviates the above-n amed

objections, as neither the shrinkage of the wood nor

continued use ean, in the slightest deﬂree impair the
closeness of tlie Jolnt whlr_,h, when once thmmwh]y
made, can only be disturbed by deswn, or by bemr—r
broken.

Having thus fully set for th the mture and merits
of my mventlon, |

What 1 claim as new is— |

The shank I, provided with the screw G, in combi-

nation with the har H, substantially as and for the

purpose specified. |

In testimony that I claim the foregoing, I have here-

unto set my hand this 17 th d‘ly of M.;wy 1870.

J. M. KEEP.

Withesses: .
'W. A. NICHOLS,
Gro., E. JEWETT.
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