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~ UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

ROBERT LISTON, OF ALBANY, NEW YORK.

IMPROVED HAWSE-HOLE COVER.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 163,630, dated May 31, 1870.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, ROBERT LisTON, of Al-
bany, in the county of Albany and State of
New York, have invented anew and Improved
Hawse-Hole Cover; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact
description thereof, which will enable others
skilled in the art to make and use the same,
reference being had to the accompanying
drawing, forming part of this specification.

This invention relates to improvements in
devices for closing the hawse-holes of vessels,
to keep the water from beating upon the deck;
and consists in the arrangement npon the in-
side of the bulwarks of a circular or other
shaped cover, composed of two equal parts,
hinged at the opposite sides, and meeting at
the center, where recesses are formed in the
edge for fitting snugly around the two parts
of the link of the cable when closed. |

One part is provided with a latch, which
swings down into catches on both parts to
hold them closed, and both are provided with
packing substance on the side toward the hole;
also, with hinge-joints, which may be readily
disconnected in cases of emergency.

Figure 1 is a front elevation of my improved
hawse-hole cover, and Fig. 2 is a sectional

elevation of the same, taken on the line z z of |

Fig. 1. |

oSimilar letters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts. .

A represents the wallof the hawse-hole, and
B the anchor-chain. C and (' represent the
two parts of the cover. They are provided
with ears D, by which they are connected to
projections E trom the side of the bulwarks by

the bolts If, which are dropped in from the top
in a way to admit them to be readily removed |

| In case the:two parts of the door cannot be

readily opened. |

G+ is a lateh, pivoted to one part of the cover,
and shaped soastobend around the link I of the
chain and drop behind catehes H to hold them
securely in the closed position. Thesetwo parts
of the coverhaverecessesin the meeting ed ges,
arranged for the reception of a link of the
chain and fitted to close snugly around it, and
they are provided with india-rabber or other
suitable sheets of packing, K, on the sides,
bearing against the end wall of the hole. One
of the said sheets laps under the opposite part
of the cover a short distance to break the
joint, and thereby more effectively exclude
the water. | |

This arrangement of covering apparatus is
more convenient and durable than the plugs
commonly employed for the purpose, and can-
not fail of being readily opened in cases of
great haste, as it is only required to swing the
latch G up to permit the opening of the cover:
or, if the latch should bind, the bolts T, one
or both, may be readily knocked out and the
cover removed.
~ Havingthus described my invention, Iclaim

as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent—

A hawse-hole cover consisting of the parts
C (/, provided with.the latch G, catches H,
packing K, and notches in the edges for the
chain-links,arranged for closing over the hole,
and against the chain-link and on detachable
hinges, all substantially as specified.

R. LISTON.

Witnesses:
If. STYRAN,
W. W. BRAGG,
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