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To all whom it-may concern: -

Be'it known that we, JoEN F. CoLLixg and Ax-
THUGR NEILL, both of the ¢ity, county, and State of New
York, have'invented a new and useful Improvement
in Self-fastening Buttons; and do hereby declare that
the following is a full and exact description thereof, ref-
erence being had to the accompanying drawings mak-
ing part of this specifieation, of which— = = -

Figure 1 is a vertical section, showing our invention
as applied to an article of wearing apparel. |

Figure 2, a top view. of the button, with the outer
surface of the button-head removed, = = . °

Figure 3, a side elevation of the stem of the bntton

showing the spring jaws, and o o

Figure 4, an elevation of the said stem as it appears

while being forced into the buttonthead; with the
spring jaws closed. | |
~ This invention, relating to a novel improvement in
self-fastening buttons, consists of a nearly flat - disk,
surmounted by a series of spring jaws, constituting
the stem of the button, said spring jaws being passed
through the wearing apparel in the first place, and
- next through a hole in the back of the button-head,

the said hole being smaller in diameter than the di-

ameter of the expanded jaws, so that, when thespring

jaws pass through the lole in the back of the button,

they expand, thereby uniting the button-head to its
stem, and firmly securing the article of wearing ap-
parel between them, and the button receives the part

of the garment to be buttoned on its head, instead of

on the stem, as in ordinary cases.
In the drawings— -

A denotes the button-head, having a projection, B,

at its back, said projection being rounded ont, as shown
at O, for reception of the part of the garment to be
‘buttoned thereon. |

D is a_ecircular hole in’ the back of sa.d button,

theongh which the spring-jawed stem is inserted ; this

. hole D is raised on the inside, forming .4 sharp cir-

cular ring, triangular in section, as shown a$ d d.
10 is the stem of said button, having a nearty flat disk,

| f; from which a series of spring jaws, ¢ g, &c., project

upward, These spring jaws taper from the disk fto

~the jaws g g, said jawsforming an acute angle at 1,

corresponding to the sharp projection or elongation of
the hole in the back of the button, as shown at d d, fig.
1, the object of the acute angle in said jaws being to.

~overlap the corresponding projections d d on the inside

of the button, whereby the jaws are held expandéd,
and prevented from- approaching each other by any
undue strain ont the button; and K represents the
cloth squeezed np and held ficmly between the button-
head and stem, while the garment is buttoned on the:

head,

~ To detach our button from the garmenb on which

| it is thus fastened, is. simply to pass a loop of twist

around the stem, between the cloth and button-
head, and press the stem forward until the jaws g ¢
are released from the projections @ d, and_next draw
the loop tightly, when the jaws will assume the form

‘shown in fig. 4, and be released from the button-head
“and cloth with ease and despatcl.

What we claim as our invention, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is— |

The combination of the button recess D, having the
raised or acute edge d, and the spring bars ¢ ¢ of the
fastener, having heads 4 2 fitting over the raised edge
d, substantially as and for the purpose herein specified.
- “In testimony whereof, we lave hereunto .set our

| signatures this 30th day of May, 1868. |

"JOHN F. COLLINS.
A. NEILL. - '

- Witnesses: -
G. W. MApox,
T. E. PRETTYMAN.
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