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o aZZ whom it ma J concem |
_ Be it known that we, JOSEPH J. OOMSTOCK
 and JAMES ABORN, both of the city and cou nty

have invented a new and useful M&nufacture

- for Coverings for I‘urmture &e.; and we do

N PO heruby declare that the follom ing speclﬁmtmn
L _15 a full, clear, and exact descrlptmn thereof.

Our i 1m ention resides in the discovery that

© " the woody fiber of the stalk of the wild-plan.

tain tree, chiefly indigenous to the Spice and

S _Phlhpplne Islands, and known in commerce

under the name of “Manila hemp.” can be
usefully employed as a- ‘substitute for animal
~hair for the weft of fabrics to be used as cov-
- erings for furniture, and other uses for which

: - ~the so-called hair- cloth i is suitable.

The woody fiber above designated, and which

-We have found
a strong solution of castile- -S0ap in hot water

o ‘to answer the purpose well.

The length of time which it should remain

o ~ of Providence, in the State of Rhode Island,

e in this specification is to be dlstlngumhed from

o genuine hemp, which can be manufactured
" into paper, and spun into yarn, should be cut
o inte- lengths, say, of. t]urty S1X 1nches, and
o treated by immersion in some liquid whlch
o willrender it soft and pliable.

'."1'11' the softening liquid will vary in - different.
. cases; but the rule should be to allow it to be
SRR ;;__'--1mmel‘sed untll 1t has become thoroughly soft |

I and lmble

|

]

J

It is then to be woven by single
ﬁberb in aloom furnished with a cotton or linen
warp, the loom being of the same construction
as that used for weaving hair-cloth. The fab-
ric, when taken from theloom, should next have

its’ superfloous fibers snwed off or sheared,

and it should afterward be dyed and calen-
dered by processes well known to manufac |
turers of cloth. | |

The fabric, when completed, thouﬂh pro-
duced at much less cost, is, for every useful
and ornamental purpose, equal to hair-cloth,
It 18 quite as durable as hair-cloth, and, be-
cause 1t 1s more pliable, wears more evenly,
and is better suited for a covermg f01 furni-
ture.

What we claim as our invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The new manufacture thh results from

the use of the fiber of the stem of the wild-

plantain tree, as a substitute for animal hair,
in the manufacture of fabries for purposes for

‘which hair-cloth is SLlltable, Subst&ntlally as

herein .‘apemﬁed

JOSEPH J. COMSTOCK.
JAMES S ABORN.

Witnesses: |
ORVILLE PEGKHAM
EDW D. BROWN
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