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IMPROVEMENT IN CLAPBOARD-GAUGE.
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The Sdhedule_ referred to in these Lietters Patent and malking part of the same

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that 1, Joan S BIDDLECO)], of \[a-‘

cedon,. in the county Of Wayne and State 'of New
York, IlEINe invented a certain new and useful Clap-

;bamd'-(ﬂuwe and Bracket; and I do hereby declare
that the followi ing is a full, cle:u and exact -deseription
thereof, reference. being had to the accompanying
_dm‘.mgs makmg part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a sectional elevation of my invention
renr esmtmg it as applied to the clapboards.

1+1ﬂme is & rear elevation.

The object of my 1mentlou is to plm ide a conven-
ient tool for carpenters’ use in laying clapboards, by
which their weather-face is ganged, and the board
supported while being fitted,

To enable others to make and use n]y nn"entl{m I
will deseribe ifs construction and operation. -

The stock A of my Ll.-.tpbomd-btmwu 1S cut away

upon its inner face for a portion of its length, so as to
rest at its lower end against a cldpbmul, zmd admit
the succeeding one in tlle rebate so formed, as shown
in fig. 1 -
One 01 more metallic spurs, b, are secured to the
inner face of the stoek A, projecting over the edge of
the rebate, and made suiﬁclently thin at the end to
slip under the lower edge of the nailed clapboard, as
shown,

Immedmtdy below the I&b&te in A, I p1m1de a
slide, B, moving in a mortise cut thmuﬂ‘h A, and hayv-
ing SL(.lllcd to it longitudinally one or mo;e Spurs or
blades, a, ground to an edge so as to enter the board

asﬂ} | "

This slide is operated by a knob upon its outer end,
and is kept in place by means of a slot and pin, or
other similar device, as shown in fig, 1 ~

The adjustable W*Luﬂ'e-lest C shdes in o suitable
groove in the upper portion of the stock, and its ad-
justment is secured by a thumb-serew and nut, ¢, or
other equivalent device. |

The length of the rest C is such that, when at its |-

lower adjustment, the distance between lts outer end
and the shoulder upon the inner face of the stock A
shall not exceed the narrowest weather-face desired
for a clapboard.

~—t il

A guard, D, is fixed to the rest, which retains the

board while being marked and fitted.

The operation of my invention is as follows: |

After the two lower boards (shown in seetion in fig.
1) are secured, the gauge is applied by inserting the
spurs b under the lower edﬂ"L of the second bmrd, and
pushing it up to sllouldel, as indicated in fig, 1. The
slidé B is then given a quick thrust with “the liand,
which forces the bhdes a into the 'lower board, lmld-
ing the gauge securely against the building.

The aauge-rest C having been pr evmusly mlJusted
to the desired width of weather- ace, the next board
is laid upon it, as shown in outlme in fig. 1, and its
posttion thus LILtGI mined.

Tor the purpose of marking and cutting off the clap-
bomd the guard D’is so situated as to allow it to slip
by 'the corner board, as shiown in dotted lines in fig. 1,

Instead of the stop C, I may use a spur or arm upon
the guard D, and malke the ]ittbl adjustable upon the
stouk AL -

1t is desirable tlmt the spurs « enter the board im-

mediately ‘under the edge of the next one above,
whereby the mark - lett b) the spurs will not be no-
ticed. | "

A seribing-plate nmy also e attached to either side
of the gauge, by which the board may be marked for
cutting “off,

I do not intend to conﬁne myself to the precise fm 1
of the instrument$ herein shown, since other forms
construeted of wood or metal, or both, may be adopted,
operating similarly, and I}USSLSSII]"‘ 2l its ady antages,
as hereinbefore described.

What I claim as my invention, a.nd desuu tO*bECllIEE
by Letters Patent, is—

The stock A, wwh its SPUrs or blades b, in combi-
nation with the gauge-rest G, and shdmﬂ' spurs or
blades «, constructed, _Rl‘l'iil]g&tl, and ope‘rat-ed substan-

tially as set forth. .
J. 8. BIDDLECOM.

Withesses:
F. H. CLEMEXNT,
Gro. T. PARKER.
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