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WILLIAM ROBERT COTTON CLARK, OF NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA.

Letters Patent No. 102,494, dated May 3, 1870.
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IMPROVEMENT IN EARTH-CLOSETS.

e ———— et

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making pavt of the same

I, WirLiaM RoBERT CoTToN CLARK, of the city
of New Orleans -and State of Louisiana, lave in-
vented a certain Improvement in Earth- Olusets and
Commodes, of which the following is a specification.

My invention relates to the mechanical construe-
tion of those parts of earth-closets and commodes
which are employed to contain and to precipitate, in reg-
ulated quantity, dry earth, or other absorbing and de-
odorizing substance npon the excreta depositéd in
such f‘ll)bt'tb or commodes, with the object of utilizing
the same as a feitilizer mthuuh delay, whilst, at the
same time, destroying the bad odors thel eof, and thus
remedying the evil effects, resulting therefrom, to the
health of cities, towns, .;md other place~=; in w luch peo-
. ple are cnngletmted in large numbers. |

My invention is an lmprovement on all my other
arrangements for accomplishing the same object, be-
canse it is far more simple, less liable to get out of
order, and more efficient in operation.

Tlhe drawing is a sectional leplwenmtmn of my im-

provement, the line of bisection being through the

center of an earth-closet in which it is-placed, from the
front to the rear.

On the drawing—

A is a hopper, to contain the deodorizing substance,
which, tapering hom 1ts open top to lts botton, a,s
shhowil, terminates in an open shoe or box, B, wlmh
13 pLLLed at right angles to its front side, and s0 con-
nected with tlu., h0ppu as to project undel the seat
¢ of the closet or connnode a little beyond the rear of
the hole D of the said seat, whenever the front side

of the hopper occupies a xeltlml position, whicl: is

always the case when the cover E-is down on the
seat, for, the hopper A is suspended, by hinges or
thul eqmmlentb, at If, in such manner that, whilst it
1ay be oscillated b;tck\mm with ease, 1t will always
resumie this position under the inﬂueme of its grav-
ity theinstaub it is left free to do so, and with COIlbldel*
able rapidity of motion. -
One good substitute for ordinary hinges for sus-
taining the hopper, would be a circular 11011 ‘bar, pass-

ing thmunh eye-bolts fixed in the frame of the (,loset |

and secured by means of any proper forin of st_mpa,
to the lhiopper at its front upper corner.

The means for operating the hopper are very sim-
ple. I secure on thie rear edge of the hinged cover

13, two metallic plate angles or elbows, @, so as to pro-
vide a narrow space between them and have them
project upwardly at right angles to the planes of the |

et P

| upper and lower surfaces of the cover, from six to

twelve inches above the uppei surfaces of the cover E.

Between these elbows I place two transverse bars,
one at the angle, as shown at b, and one a little in
advance. the:eof as shiown at ¢. 'The bar b extends
upwardly for an 'inch or two, whilst ¢ is merely a small

square bar, as shown.

At a pomt a little above the upper surface of the
cover K, when it is closed down on the seat, I pivot
to the mde ot the hopper a pawl or trigger, G. This

| trigger is provided with a noteh on its lower side at

its extremity, as shown, which fits over the barg
whenever the coverli is up off the seat D, the]enfrth

~of the trigger being a,{uustul S0 as to ploduce this re-

sult, and to keep the notch always directly linpinging
against the bar ¢ until the cover is brought down ou
_th(—‘ seat, when the bar b strikes .meust, the frigger
behind the noteh, throws the latter out of coninection
with the bar ¢; and permits the Lopper to swing back

against the rear edges of the seat and cover. |

To prevent noise. by the concussion, cushions of
leather or other material may ht, pLu,t,d on the said
edges of the seat and cover. .

”‘he hopper i3 moved back by the upwar dly-pro-
jecting ends of the elbows ¢ in a gradual” manner, by
the raising of the seat, so that little or no ear th 18
thrown {}ut} of the shoe B by the operation; but, in
its rapid swing back and sudden stoppage by the rear
edges of the seat and cover, all the earth near the open
mouth of the shoe B.is thlow n out of the same, and
precipitated on the excreta by its momentum melely
This is. thie mode in which tny improvement operates,
aud I have found, by actual experiment; thatit works
with the utmost precision and certainty.: The quan-
tity of earth precipitated is regulated by the sige of
the shioe B but, if necessary, double the prescribed
quantity oa,n be thmwn ont by repeating the opera-.
tion, that is to say, by raising and lowering the cover
a second time. .

What I claim as my invention ts— -

The combination of a swinging hopper, A, provided
with a shoe, B,-and a notched trigger, G, with an
earth - closet or cemmode, which is plO‘vlde with a
binged cover, L, in connecmon with elbows «, bars ¢
and b, when the parts are constructed, ‘umnrred and
opera,te as herein descnbed for the pmpose ﬁeb tol th.

Witnesses : - W. R. C. CLARK.

Rurus R. REHODES,
H. N. JENEKINS.
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