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| IMZEROVEMENT IN HOOP-SKIRTS.
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The Schedqle refer;'ed to in these Letters Patent and making part of the samae.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Jurius WATERMAX, of the
city and State of New Ymk have invented and made a
new and useful Improv ement in Ladies’ Skirts; and

the following is hereby declared fo be a mnect de-

scription of the same. .

The skeleton skirts, heretofore worn by ladies, are
liable to project at the tront parf, by reason of the
weight of' the dress, which rests upon the bustle por-
tion .ot the skirt. Besides this, in sitting down, the
skirt is frenelally projecled at the sides and in fwnb
and the springs of the bustle portion of the s]m't
passing around honzonta.l]y, ¢o not yield by contact
with the seat, but are gener ally, uncomfortable 2 the
wearer.

My invention conalbta in a combined bustle and
skirt in which a series of bent springs, runnping from
the waist downward, is combined with an adjustable
supporter within and below - the bustle, &nd resting
against the back of the person. |

By this construetion the bustle for a skirt i is made
~ to be elastic and yielding in any direction, the dress is
" kept up to the desired extent, the weight of the dress
does not cause the skirt to p! OJect in the front; Lience,
the appearance of the dress is much more h&ndsome
and, when sifting down, the bustle yields freely with-
eut rlsk of injury elthel to the dress or to itself.

In the drawing—

Figure 1 is a vertical section of a skirt. with my im-
proved bustle, and S ~
Figure 2 is a plan of the same.

The skirt is made of woven mater llal of the desired |
shape and size, and having the hOOpS a ¢« running

around the back and side portions only, so as to
~leave the front of the skirt plain The springs a,
however, might pass all around the skirt.

The bustle—splmgs ¢. ¢ are attached to the fdbl ic b
Kach spring is bent at an arc of a cirele
or of an ellipse at-the upper end, and thence extends
downward, slightly convex. -

—r—ap s

At the waistband the upper ends of the springs

- are placed near each other, as seen in fig. 2; thence
they diverge as they run down the skirt.

The upper ends of these springs, or the,covérings |
of the springs, should lap upon each other slightly,

‘as shown, so that the pressure of the skirt at the back

may be distributed upon all the springs. |
Within the skirt, a spring, e¢, extends around and

~connects with the springs ¢ ¢, to keep them at a given

distance apa:t. |

The adjustable suppm ter f is also applied below
the busile.

A second spring, ¢, may be used.

This supporter f is attached at its ends to the fabric
of the skirt near the side springs ¢ ¢ of the bustle,
and the middle portion is a hcmg, passing through
eyﬂlet%, so that the supporter can be lengthened, to
allow the bustle to set closer against the person, or
shortened, to draw the sides toward each other and
project the bustle at the back.,

The supporter f, resting against the back of the
person, sustains the weight of the di ess and prevents
the lower portion of the skirt belng thmwu forwald |
by the weight upon the bustle.

The endb of the springs of the skirt and bustle are
protected by a piece of soft leather, such as sheep-
skin, gined upon the braided fabric covering the spring
as illustrated in fig. 3, so that the metal does not
injure the woven fabnc and the leather can easily be

| sewed thereto.

I claim as my invention—-

The bustle-springs ¢ ¢, curved at their upper ends
and diverging as they pass down the fabric of the
skirt, in combination with the adjustable supporter f,
skut and spring «, as and for the purposes specified.

bwned Decembm 29th, 1869. |

J ULIUS WATERMAN.,

Witnesses:
CHAs. H. SMmITH,
GEO. T. PINCENEY.
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