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atent Of

JOHN ERPELDING, OF CHICAGO, ILLINOIS.

Letters Patent No. 101,113, dated JI{::'GIL 22, 1870,
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.~ IMPROVED LUNCH-BOX, .
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The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

To all whom it may concern: |

Be it known that I, JoEX ERPELDING, of Chi-
cago, in the county of Cook and State of Illinois, have
invented certain new and useful Improvements in
Folding Lunch-Boxesy and I do hiereby declare that
the following is a full,.clear, and exact description
thereof, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings making part of this specification, and to the
letters of reference marked thereon, like letters indi-
cating like parts wherever they occur. |

To enable others skilled in the art to construet and
use my invention, I will proceed to describe it.

My invention relates to a folding lunch-box, and

consists in a novel manner of forming and hinging the
plates that constitute the various sides together, so
that they may be brouglt into position to form a strong
and capacious box, or folded into a compact shape, s0
as to readily enter the pocket of the bearer, and also
in -applying to the box thus constructed a strap or
handie. o |

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my box folded or
compressed. : |

Figure 2 is a cross-section through the middle of
the box when extended. -

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the box extended
and ready. for use. |

In constructing my box, I provide two oblong rect-

angular pieces of sheet-metal, A and B, of the form
“and size of the required box. The former of these
plates, A, I make with a narrow lip or flange across
both- ends and along one side, and the remaining plate,
B, with similar lips or flanges on all four edges or sides.
"~ Phe ends of the plates or sides A and B 1 connect
by pairs of plates, C, hinged to each other at ¢ aud to
the side plates at b b, as shown in figs. 2 and 9. |

The end plates C I form with narvow lips, m, pro-

~jecting inwardly from their lower edges, ds shown in
fig. 2, and also construct their hinge-joints ¢ b so as to
~allow the plates to fold inward, but not outward.

By straightening the end pieces O out In line, the
sides A B are held apart, as shown in figs. 2 and 3;
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but upon hending or folding the ends inward, the sides
may be pressed together, as shown in fig. 1.

. To the lower edge of side-plate B 1 hinge a botton

plate, 1), which, when the body is expanded, may be
turned down upon the lips m of the end pieces, thus
forming the bottom of the box, and holding the same
rigidly in shape, and preventing it from being collapsed.

To the upper edge of the side A 1 hinge the hid or
top 13, provided at its front edge with eyes e, as shown
in figs. 2 and 3. On'the upper edge of the side B 1
mount a sliding locking-bolt, I, for fastening the
shut by means of eyes ¢,.as shown in fig. 3.

At the middle of the locking-bolt I form an ear or
loop; and to it attach one end of & strap or handle, G,
the opposite end of whicli is secured to side A, as shown
in figs. 2 and 3, this strap forming a’convénient means
whereby to carry the box when filled.

When the box is empty, but extended as in figs. 2

and 3, and it is desired to close or compress 1t, the lid

I is first turned over back against the outside of side
A, the bottom D turned up against the inside of side
A, the ends C folded inward, and the sides A and B

pressed together.  The box will then present the ap-

pearance as shown in fig. 1, and may bz readily en-
tered in the pocket. o
o again extend the box, the operation is reversed.

The. ends are first straightened out to push the sides
apart, the bottom turned down, and the Iid brought
over on top, as shown in fig. 3. |

Having thus described my invention,

What I claim is— '

A lunch-box consisting of the sides A and B, the
former having the bottom D and top I hinged to 1,
and both connected by the hinged folding ends C, bolt
', arranged to slide on the edge of side B and leck
into eyes on the edge of top K and handle &, all con-
strueted and arranged as herein described. |
| ] | JOHN ERPELDING.

Witnesses: |
| Wi, E. HUuLmyMaxy,
Wi, H. Lorz.
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