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nited States Patent Office.

F. J. HERPERS AND M. M. SOMMER, OF NEWARK, NEW JERSEY.

Letters Patent No. 99,568, dated L'ebruary 8, 1870.
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SHEET-MUSIC TURNER AND HOLDER
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The Schedule referred to in these Lietters Patent and malking part of the same,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, F. J. HERPERS and M. M.
SoMMER, of Newark, in. the county of Essex, and
- State of New Jersey, have invented a new and im-
proved Sheet-Music Holder and Turner; and we do
hereby declare that the following is a full, clear, and
exact descnptlon thereof, which will ena,ble others
skilled in the art to make and use the same, reference

being had to the accompanying dramngs, forming

part “of this specification.

This invention relates to improvements in appara-

tus to facilitate the holding and turning of the music-

sheets by the performer, 80 as not b0 interrupt the |

playing; and

1t consists in the application, to any music-sheet
holder, of spring-actuated turning-arms, arranged to
- be held by a button, and to throw the sheets over
when let go, and provided with a ratchet and spring-

pawl, by which the operator may instantly disconnect

one arm- at a time, by a touch of the pawl.

‘The invention also comprises an improved spring-
clamping attachment, for connectmg the holder to the
stand.

Iigure 1 represents a front elevation of our im-
proved apparatus;

Figure 2 is a transverse section of .the same; and

Figure 3 is a detail view of the ratchet and pawl

Simlhu‘ letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts.

A is the s’mnd which may be pexmanently or de-
taclnbly cﬂnnectul to the piano.

B is the holder, provided with the usual spnng-
clamp C.

D are the sheet-turning arms. 'I hey ha,ve spring-
fingers B at the outer ends, to engage the leaves or
sheetg, and they are pivoted to the tace of the holder

B, near the bottom, at the centre, longitudinally, by |

right-angled axles, suppmted in suitable bearings, on
which axles are cmled springs If, so arranged as to
have a constant teudﬂncy to thlow the b'le. arms 1o
the left.
The said arms are mrranged parallel with each
other, so that a furn-button, G, piveted on the frame,

at the right hand of the centre, when properly ad-
justed, will hold them in check, as shown in fig. 1.

This button is provided with a boss, H, w hlch has
ratchet-notches on its face, and a spnn;_,-pwl I, con-
nected to a finger-lever, L, pivoted to the holder at -
K, is ananged with the said. boss, so that when the
lever is moved, it will turn the button sufficiently to
allow one arm to escape from it. The said arm will
thzn be turned over to the left by the spring connected
to it.

In this way, the arms being properly  adjusted un-
der the button, and their fingers engaged with the
leaves, the ﬂpera,tm may ecause the tummrr of the
leaves while playing, by touching the lever L which
he may do quickly, mthout mtelrupmon of the mu-
sic.

The minsic-holder is. jointed at M, and the part be-
low the joint is provided with the legs N and a spring-
lever, O, while the upper part has the spring-legs P
and other gprings, @, bearing against them. - |

These legs N and P are pl;.v.ced on opposite sides of
a rib, R, on the stand A, orit may be on the piano-
fmme, and the spun'rr-]ever O, which is set so as to
press.,rearward at its free -end is sprung up on the
upper side of the top of the frame B, and bas the ef-
feet to cause the legs N and P to pmch the rib IR with
‘sufficient fome to hold the apparatus firmly in posi-
tion.

Having thus described our invention,

We claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. The combination of the sprmﬂ'—tm nng arms D,
retaining-button, ratchet, and spring-pawl, ar ranged
on a snitable holder all subbta,ntmlly as specified.

. The cmnbmatlon with the holder jointed at M,
and provided with the legs N P, of the spmnmlever
O, substantially as specified.

The above specification of our invention signed by
us, this 29th day of Dewmber 1869.

¥. J. HERPERS.
 Witnesses: M. M. SOMMER.
"GrO. W. MABEE, |
AreX. K. ROBERTS.
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