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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

FRANKLIN W. BROOKS, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

 IMPROVEMENT IN SEAL-LOCKS.

-Bpecification formin g___-p_e_rﬁ'of Letters Patent No. 98,917, dated Januarj.la, 1870.

To all whom it may concern :

‘Be it known that I, FRANKLIN W, BROOKS
of the city, county, and State of New Yorl{
-have invented a new and useful Device for
Sealing Locks, which is described as follows:

My mventlon consists in providing in a
guard or keeper, which when once apphed

cannot be removed without destroying 1t, a
- seal of variegated colors, and of such a neture
- that 1t cannot be duphecuted and will thus

constitute an unfailing 11:1d1(.,et101:1 whether the

guard or keeper found in position at any fu-
ture time is the same which was 011g1na,11y
placed there by the authorized party.

The guard or keeper may coustitute the
shackle of a keyless padlock, which, locking
with a spring, cannot be unlocked WIthout
cutting and removing the shackle; or it may
be employed as a keeper to secure the shackle

. of a common padlock after the same may have

been unlocked, or as a guard for the key-hole
- of alock of any description; or the guard or
keeper, with a suitable spring-catch, which

will hold 1t, and will be inaccessible after the

keeper ha,s been placed in position, may con-
stitute a complete lock of very cheap form,

which cannot be opened without such destrue-
tion of its exposed part as will lead to certem-

detection.

In the form last referred to my device forms
a valuable means of securing doors independ-
ently of the proper locks, as Wﬂl be herem
after explained.

In the accompanying drewmg, Flgure 1 rep-
resents an elevatlon partly in section on the
,lme z 2, Fig. 2, of a keyless padlock illustrat-
ing my invention.. Fig. 2 is a view of the in-
ner face of the top plate of the same,showing

secured thereby. Fig.3 is a longitudinal sec-
tional view of a similar lock, showing the seal
differently located, and the bhackle partly eut
away plehmma,ry to 1ts removal. Fig. 4 is a
top view of the lock shown in Fig. 3, the line
y ¥ indicating the plane of the seetlon in said
Fig. 5 is a front view (with the face-
plate removed) of a tumbler- pedloek with my
sealing device applied as supplementmy
keeper for the shackle of the lock, Fig.
a side view of the same with the said keeper
removed. Fig. 7 is a sectional view thereof

bis

N Fig. 8 is a front view of a smul.er padlock
with my sealing device applied as a cap or

guard to the key-hole. TFig.9 is a view of the
mterlor of the face-plate of the same, show-
ing the spring-catches for retaining the guard.
Fig. 10 is a view from' the lower edge of the'
face-plate and its attachment. |
~ Similar letters of reference indicate hke
parts in the several views. | |
A, in Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4, represents a closed

case, having no key hole or other means of ac-
cess to the interior, excepting at the points «
@, where are epertures to receive the arrow-

headed or barbed ends b b of a shackle, B,
which shackle, when once placed in pDSlthIl
and secured by the spring-catches C C en-
gaging its ends b b, completely closes the aper-
tares a a, and eeunot possibly be removed

“without destroymg the lock or cutting the

shackle, and turning its parts at right angles
from their original position, whlch action re-
leases the barbs from the catches.

In Fig. 5, B represents a
fied construetlon which, for clearness of de-
seription, 1 shall term the ¢ keeper.” One of
its ends is fixed to the proper shackle D of
the lock by means of a headed projection or
fixed button, ', which, entering a- recess, d,

| in -the shackle D When the keeper B is at |

right angles therewith, is firmly engaged by
turning the said keeper to the position shown
in Fig. 5, when the barb or arrow-head b, , Hig.
D, entermw the aperture @, Figs. 5 and 6 in
the case of the lock, is eaught and held by the
spring-cateh C, and cannot be subsequently
removed to permlt the withdrawal of the
shackle D untll the keeper B itself has beun

| cut.
the spring-catches and the ends of the shackle |

The 111ternfz,1 construetmn of thle lock may |
be of any suitable or cémmon character; but
a sultable guard is applied, as shown at E to
prevent access to the c&teh C by a wue 1nt10
duced at the key-hole.

In Figs.8and 9mykeeperisshown asapplied
1n the form of a cap to the key-hole, its arrow-

headed ends 66 being held by spring-cetehes C
C, as before, which cannot be retracted after
the application of the cap or keeper, so that
the latter must be cut, as shown 1n KFig. 8, so
as to permit the turning of its ends separately
at right angles to their original position, as

in the planes Indicated by the line z «, Flg 3. | before explained. Fig. 8 shows the cap thus |

a shackle of m0d1 O



cut and one of its ends removed, the position
which said end occupled being mdlcmzed by
dotted outline.

In order to prevent the keeper &bove de-
scribed from being duplicated, so that it may
be cut and removed and replaced by another
without detection, 1 apply a seal, S, which 1
preter to form of variegated glass or other
suitable material, (black and white,) so min-
oled together that when the same has been
poured or pressed, in molten or plastic form,
into 1ts receptacle, 1t will present a variegated
fisure which cannot be made twice alike.

This seal constitutes the most important
feature of my invention, as 1ts use in the man-
ner hereinafter explained afiords absolute se-
~curity against duplicating the keeper, on which
the security of the lock depends.

The receptacle for the seal man;r be on the

inside of the shackle, as shown in Fig. 1, on
the outside thereof, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4,
on either face of the supplementary keeper,
as illustrated 1n FKigs. 5, 6, and 7, or on either
the inner or outer face of a guard-cap for the
key-hole, as 1llustrated in Figs. §, 9, and 10.
When it is on the outside of the guard-cap, as
shown in Fig. 8, I prefer to employ an addi-
tional hinged cap, I, to protect the seal from
accidental injury. |

This hinged cap may be held down by a
common catch and readily raised to expose
the seal for inspection.

As an example of an lmportant and valu-

able use of the invention, I will describe the
mode of using 1t as applied to mail-locks.
FFor this purpose a keyless lock, such as is
represented 1n Kigs. 1 and 2, costing but a
- few cents, will atford all necesmry or possible
protection, the opening of the bags without
subsequent detection being absolutely pre-
cluded. The keeper, which'is to be applied to
any particular bag, having been prepared
with its seal of variegated glass, or other ma-

~ terial the figure of which cannot be repro-

duced, an exact representation . is taken of
said seal by photograph or other means. One
copy of this representation is placed within
the bag, one 1s sent to the consignee of the
bag by other conveyance or at another time,
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and the third is retained by the sender of the
bag for security, so that it can be subse-
quently compared by either party. The bag,
being then locked with this simple contriv-
ance, cannot be opened by any one without
destroying the fastening, the seal of which
has been numbered and regmtered aud can-
not possibly be reproduced.

The invention may be applied in a similar
manner in the sending of express matters, or
for custom and internal-revenue service In va-
rious ways, which will be apparent to all ta-
miliar with the practice and requirements of
these interests. |

The seal-shackle constructed as above de-
seribed may be applied to a door independ-
ently of the proper lock by having the con-
cealed catches C C, onein the body of the door
and the other in the door-post, the shackle be-
1ng made of propershape and sufﬁclentlen oth,
but rigid, to prevent turning without hawmg
been first cut. 'The proper lock of the door
will then counstitute the protection against bur-
glars, while the seal-shackle will prevent the
opening of the door in the absence of the
owner, without his knowledge, by servants or
others having care of the premises.

If preferred, the sealed keeper may be ap-
plied as a key-hole cap for the door-lock, or
trunk-lock, bank-lock, or any other lock, in the
manner illustrated in Fig. 8.

I claim as my invention—

1. The seal S5, of variegated glass or other

“material of d1fferent colors, which can be rep-

resented by photography or other means, and
cannot readily be duplicated, when apphed
within a recess or cavityin a guard or shackle
of a lock, substantially as herein set forth.

2. The ﬂ‘uard or keeper B b, provided with
a seal, 3, of various colors, and employed to
secure the key-hole of a lock of an y 'suitable
construction, or the shackle to the case of a
padlock, substantially as represented and de-
scribed.

FRANKLIN W. BROOKS.

Witnesses:
JAS., L. Ewin,

Wn. H. BRERETON, Jr.
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