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IMPROVED COFFIN.

o 'I’he Schedule referred f:o in these Lettei's Pa_ianth and making -p'a.lt of the same. |

To all whom @t MayY concern :

Be it known that I, WiLLiaM G. ALGEO of Alle-
| ghenj,, in. the . county of Allegheny, and State of

o Pennbylmnm have invented a new and useful Im-
- provement-in Bm ial-Caskets; and I do hereby declare

~ the following to be a full, cle'u‘ and exact descmpmon
| thereof reference bemrr had to the accompanying
dmwmg furmmg part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a slde view of the coﬂm W1t11 the hd_

| cloqed and

Figure 2 is a sectional end view of the same,.
My improvement relates to the top or cover of bur-
ial-caskets, whether: constructed of wood, metal, or

- other materla] and is designed to prevent the annoy-
ance incident to the use of a detachable cover, such -

‘as is ordinarily employed for coffins and burml-ctbses
To enable others skilled in the art to construct and
- use my lmpmvement 1 will proceed. to describe the
“'same, as applied to a wooden burial-casket.

" The burial-casket represented in-the drawing has

str‘mght sides, @ & and b b, although it is not necessar Yy |
~in using my mventmn t]nt the ends and sides should

be sgtraight, it being only requisite, so far as the end
pieces b B are concerned that the- bnttom of the cir-
cular groove ¢, in each of’ the end pieces b ', should

be in the same plane all ar ound and that the grooves.

~ should be parallel the one to the other. .
. The end pieces b b’ are at right angles to the bottom
piece d of the casket, while the side pieces @ @” may. be

inclined inward, toward the bottom, as shown in “the:

drawing.
~ Within the- ca;se thus furmed are a4 false battmn e,
parallel to the bottmn piece d and false sides, f f,
- which extend from end to.end of the- c&sket and are
attached to the end pieces b and I’. These, mth the

. end-pieces, form the case, within which the corpse is. |

laid, and they are at such distance from the outer bos-
tom and side pieces as to leave room for the semi-cy-
lindrical lid or cover R to lie hetween them when the

- casket is open,.as seen in section in fig. , the edges
of the cover h, when open, being flush with the upper
~edges of the sule pieces a &, and false sides Jr

The lid or cover k, made of wood or metal, is (if the |
“sides of thie casket are straight) a seml-cyhnder, of*

“such length that its ends will enter & circular gr oove,
- ¢, in each of the end pieces b ¥, which grooves not

onl'y support the cover h, and keep it" in place, but |
serve as guides, in whlch 11: moves as 117 is- bemg N

| OpEIl'Bd or ahut

‘The upper part uf the groove at one or both ends,
may be formed by a bead or sbup, Ty screwed on. 130 the_
top of the end pieces b¥. |

If of sheet-metal, the 'dﬂ'es of the lid may be

strengthened by a stnp of iron, riveted on the inner

side, unto which are screwed or riveted the pins n #/,
of whlch there may be one, two, or more, on eaoh

| side; but the pins,on one snde, must be remomble, by -
being screwed, or otherwise detachably secured into

the side of the cover, near the edﬂ'e, as the cover can-

not be opened unless the pms W, on one sule, are re- o
‘moved. o

There should be notches 0 in the upper edn‘e of the
outer side pieces a &, toreceive the pius n »/, althouu'h )

this is not dbsolutely necessary, but adds to the ap- '

pearaunce of the casket.
- The interior of the grooves ¢ ¢, in  which the top or
cover b slides, are lined with cloth or soft leather, or

-other smtable material, -so- that the cover may be

turned, to open or shut 1t without noise. )
The ¢over is fdstened when shut, by serewing the.
removable pins #/, on one side, and is opened by un-
serewing and: wmovmw these pins, and tarning it
around, by ta.kmg hold of' the m.ed ‘pins 7, on the
other side.

- If desued the cover m'xy be. made in two or more
sections, as,- for instance, a piece may be made sep-
arate from- the main. portmn of the top, to cover the

‘upper part of the casket, which may be opened, so as

to expose to view the face of the cor ‘pse,. whﬂe the
rest of the casket remains covered. -

If the Dburial-casket, instead of hm ing sttmght
sides, be made larger at the breast, or. coﬁm-shaped
the top or cover, instead of being a right cylinder,

‘may be made, as shown in fig. 4, of suitable shape to

: GEO haVe hereunto seb my hand.

W

conform to the shape of the msliet the ends bemcr of

the shape of an are of a circle.
- Having thus described my improv ement
What I claim as my invention, zmd desu'e to secure
by Letters Patent, is— |
The combmatmn, with a burial- ca,sket of' 2 revolv—
lng top, substantially as deser ibed., |
In testimony whereof, I, the said WILLIAI\I G. AL-. |

NVM (.-r ALGEO

Wltuesses - -
- THos. B. KERR
W, B. NEFPER
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