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IMPROVEMENT IN HORSE HAY-FORKS,
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The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

To all whom it may concern :

~ Be it known that I, JorN A. MILLER, of Shippens-
burg, in the county of Camberland, and in the State
of Pennsylvania, bave invented certain new and use-.

ful Improvements in Hay-Forks; and do hereby de- |

description thereof, reference being bad to the accom-
panying drawings, and to the letters of reference
marked thereon, making a part of this specification.

The nature of my invention consists in the con-
struction and general arrangement of a “hay-fork,”
as will be heéreinafter fully set torth; also, in the com-
bination with a hay-fork .of an adjustable gauge, so
that the prongs or tines of the fork may open only to
& certain extent, |

In order to enable othérs skilled in the art to which

clare that the following is a full, clear, and exact

my invention appertains, to make and use the same, I

will now proceed to describe Its construction and op-
eration, referring to the annexed drawings, 'which rep-
resent a side elevation of my fork closed, showing it,
also, open in red,

A A’ represent two prougs, somewhat semi-ellipti-
cal in shape, withi bandles B B, like smiths’ tongs,
working on a rivet or screw, like a pair of scissors.

" In the top of the handle B’is a ring, G, for the rope,
extending to the horse-power, | |

Near the top of this handle is pivoted a bar or loop,
D, which, on one side of the handle, is provided witl;
a ring, @, to which the trip-rope b is attached, said
rope passing through another ring, ¢, farther down on
the handle, so that when the fork swings around, the
rope will not get foul, but be always ready to operate
on the trigger.

The other end of the loop D extends farther be-
yond the handle B, corisequently making it the heay-
lest. It is of such length, that when the prongs of’
the tork are closed it will fall down around the upper
end of the handle B, and thus lold the fork together
while the hay is being heisted. '

To release the hay, it is only necessary to pull on
the trip-rope b, which releases the. loop D from the
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handle B, when the welght of the bay will at once |
cause the prongs to separate. | -

On the prong A’ is secured a gauge, B, consisting
of a metal bar, of suitable length, slotted longitudi-
nally, as seen in the drawing, |

A screw, d, is passed through said slot into the
prong A’, which holds the gauge in any position it
may be placed. : |

T'he lower end of the slot in the gauge may be open
or closed, as may be desired. | | |

The upper inner edge of the gauge 1s bevelled, so
that when the fork is open, the edge of the handle B

- will strike square against this bevelled edge, and the

gauge thus preventing the fork to open any farther.
The bar D may be pivoted on one side of the Lan-
dle, by meaus of a bolt running through a hole in the
middle of it, or at an equal dist&nee’-ﬁ*mﬁ;_ each end of
sald bar, Wwith a ring in one end, near the edge of the
handle, on which to tie the trip-rope, and a loop on

the other end, so that when the fork is closed 1t will

fall down, or can be gently pushed down over the han-
dle, and, if need be, turn the bar of the bolt on which
it is pivoted, and it will hold it fast until the horse
draws., | | .

Having thus folly described my invention,

What I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— | | | -

L. In combination with a hay-fork of any deserip--
tion, the gange E, constructed: substantially as de-

scribed, and operating in the manner and for the pur-

poses herein set forth.’ .

2. 'The arrangement of the semi-elliptical prongs A
A, gauge B, handles B B, loop D, and cord b, all the
parts constructed and operating substantially as set
forth. o

In testimony that I claim the foregoing, I have here-
unto set my hand, this 20th day of April, 1869.

| JOHN A. MILLER.

Witnesses: - |
W. F. MorrOW,

J. O. M. Burrs.
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