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Specification forming part of LetterslPatent No. 99,8323, dated N ovember 30, 1869,

Lo all whom it may concermpe

Be it known that I, E. H. W OODWARD, of
the city and State of New York, have Invented
& new and usefn] Improvement in Tiles or
Slabs for Flooring, Wainscoting, &ce.; and
the following is declared to be g correct de-
Scription of the said invention. -

A want hag long been experienced of a re-
liable flooring materia] that could be used in

place of floor-cloth, vitrified tiles, or slabs of

- marble, soasto be sufficiently ornamental, bug

less costly and free from the objectionable
features of tiles or marble. .

My invention is designed with a view to
the manufacture of slabs or tiles for the floor-
ing and walnscoting of buildings in an orna-

- mental manner.

I make use of sheets of different- colored
wood veneer, cut from around the log, or
otherwise, and roll o lay them around g core
of the desired shape to form the pattern, and-
cause them to adhere together by glue or other
suitable soluble or Insoluble material, and the
10g or block thus formed is.sawed op cut into
tiles of the desired thick DESS, 80 as to expose

- the ends of the sheets of wood, or other ma-

terial. |

The tiles, when cut, may be backed by any
suitable strengthening material.

Sheets of different - colored porcelain ma-
terial may be rolled to the desired thickness,
and formed into tileg ip like manner, and
baked. |

1t 18 obvious that S0me patterns may be
made without a core. o |

The end of the material presents the form op
ornamental character resulting from the map-

ner in which the sheets are laid together, es- |

pecially when woods op material of different

colors are employed, and said colors may be

produced by using natural wood, or the wood

obtain the desired colop. |

In the drawings, Figure 1 shows g plan of
the tiling, with several different patterns.
Fig. 2 is a section showing how the slabs may
be fastened, and Kig. 3 shows a portion of g
tile in larger size. |
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One of said tiles or slahs 1s shown at ¢ with
rings of veneer formed by laying up sheets
of material and gluing or otherwise eement-
ing the sheets to eqch other. The block is
then ecut up into sections, and the edges are
Straightened or trimmed 6o shape.

The flooring or walnscoting is laid down in
any known or suitable way. . |

I have shown the edges of the tiles as
formed with grooved or undercnt sides, 80 as
to be held down by the strips %, that are fast-
ened to the floor. .

The surfaces should be dressed off Smooth,
olled, waxed, or vitrified with a suitable
hardening compound, so as to exclude moist-
ure, when the slabs or tijes are made of sheets
of veneer glued or témented together,

It will be evident that 4 variety of patterns
may be produced by laying the sheets of ma-
terial together in whatever manner may best
suit the taste of the manufacturer or produce -
the designated pattern, |

I have shown at b, ¢, d, and e some of the
batterns that may be produeedin this manner.

The sheets of wood op other material being

of different colors, laid together as aforesaid,

: ?
and this article is to be distinguished fromn
blocks or Strips laid up at greab cost, as by
the use of sheets rolled up or laid together
the manufacture ig facilitated and the cost
lessened. Thesaid sheets may be thick paper
Or pasteboard rolled y P, as aforesaid.

1 claim as my invention—

A slab or tile formed of sheets of materia]
laid together, as Specified, and cut off 5o as to
present the ends of the layers at the surface of

| such tile or slab, as Specified.

Dated this 16th day of November, A. D.
1869. - |

E. H. WOODWARD.

Witnesses-
CHAS., H. SMITH,
Gro. D. WALKER.
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