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TMPROVEMENT IN FIFTH-WHEEL FOR CARRIAGES.

R b

The Schedulz referred to in thesc Lettnr:: Patent and making part cf the came

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, J, A. PECK, of Taunton, in the
county of Bristol, and State of Massachusetts, have
invented a new. Improvement in Fifth-Wheel for Car-
riages; and I dohereby declare the following, when taken
in connection with the accomnanying drawings, and the
letters of reference marked thereon, to be a fully clear,
and exact description of the same, and which said
drawings constitute part of tlllb specification, and
repres vnr 11—

IMiguwe 1, a side view; ,

Figure 2, a top view; "and in
| I*E'flllb 3, a rear view, enlarged, showing the king-
bolt. o

This invention relates— |

Iirst, to an improvement in the LIlCIt.. between tlm
axle lmd carriage-rocker, known as the “ fifth- wlu,el
and. |

Secondly, to an improvement in the bolt, whicl
secures the parts together, known as the @ king-
bolt.”

Heretofore, the fifth-wheel of carriages hias been
formed from wrought-metal, which 1s an expensive
construction, and requires lb oreat deal of httm" in
order to work perfectly.

My invention, by which these difficulties are over-

come, and a fifth- wheel equinlly as good produced, con- |

sists in forming the circles of wood, and plating their
meeting-sur mce&, with metal.

The nlgect of the second part of my invention is, to
overcome the liability of the loosening of the Llwr—
Lolt, which causes the same to rattie ..nul loosen ﬂIL
Ihlltb of the carriage; and toaccomplish this ahject, I
place Leneath thie nuts, upon the two ends of the bolt,
4 washer, of India rubber or other elistic material,
upotn w ‘hich the nuts are turned, to bind the parts tu—
gether.

To enable Uthe rs to construct and use my im-
provement, I will fully describe the same, as illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings.

A is the axle;

B, the mcl{e:, |

O the pole or connection for the shafts; ;

D the upper circle; and

sttt e

" E, the lower cirele.
The two circles are formed from wood, by Lending
into the proper shape, as denoted in Il;._:'s. 1 and 2

and the mecting-surfaces of the two plated with thigi

nietal, as seen at o, fig. 1.

By this construae tmn, the fitting and adjustment of
the fifth-wheel wre simplified, in proportion as it is
caster to work wood than metal, and the wood prop-
erly bent and plated is, to all intents and purposes,

Cequally as good, as to wear and strength.

The (*nulm are secured to their wbpeutwe parts in
the usnal or in any convenient manner. I would re-
mark that the lower circle may be made in two parts,
as it is not u%entml that the cirele - bear untlwly
around,

In .tul]n%tmtr the king-bolt, “]IlCll Dbinds ﬂlb (uele
together, it is ditlicult to fix the nuts so that the op-
cration of the circle will be as perfect as it should be,
inasmuch as there is no elasticity in any part’ of the
bolt, and the cireles will it either too tight or too
lonse, and the jar, which is oceasioned by placing
metal to metal, ulten‘runm loosens the nut, causing
rattiing of tlu: parts, and an mctmwd wear npon the
Igttll-\\llee] |

To obviate thesa dlﬁlcultw% Trrange the king-bolt
IFin thé usual manner, buv pl e beneath the outer
nuts b and d; a washer or collary G, of India rubber,
and turn the nuats down bnﬂmvulh hard thereon to
hold the parts fi:mly together, the India rabber being
sufticientiy clastic to a]luw tlu, free movement of tlIL-
fitth-wheel. -

Having, tlwlufuw thus fully desunbed my inveu-
tion, |

What I elaim as new and useful, and desire to se-
cure by Letters IPatent, is — -

The fitth-wheel of & earriage, composed of a -con-
tinnous strip of wood, bent into a cirele, or an are of &
cirele, when the same, or its bearing-bed. or support,
1S platud with lhu*dunul steel, or its equl alent.
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