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To all whom it may coneern :

Be it known that I, RoBERT A. ADAMS, of the
ccity and county of New York, in the State of New
York, have invented certain new and useful Iimprove-
ments i Compound Veneers, or Thin Ornamental
Coverings for Articles; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full and exact description thereof,
together with the means by which I manuficture them
successtully. .. |

I mix, with two quantities of glue or gelatine, two

different water-colors, the shades Deing more or less
diverse, according to the effect desired.

L print with one of these materials upon plate-glass,
or analogous plane and polished surface, and after it
has been hardened, I flow the other over it, either oy
pouring il thereon thinly, or applving it with a brush.
The glutinous material should be warmed, and the
glass may be near the same temperature, but not suf-
ficiently hot to melt the two colors together.

“After the second, which forms the ground-color,
has been applied, the whole may be subjected to press-

ure by a corrésponding plate ot glass, or other mate- |

rial, so as to reduce the veneer to a thin seale, of
uniform thickness and absolute 'smoothness on each
side. - - |

Whether this step is taken or not, the lower face,
that which was first printed with. the differenti colors,
Is ;nade to serve as the exterior fice, when thelveneer
Is applied upon an article which it is to ornamnent.

To use my veneers, I apply this glue on the back,

with a brush or other approved means, and then press
the veneer gently upon the work,
- My veneer is hard so long as it is kept dry ; but
when this glae is thas applied on the back, it grada-
ally penetrates and softens the vencer.  As the body
beeomes soft, 16 may be bent and stretehed, so as to
apply successtully to veneer very irregular surfaces.

Work which it bas been heretofore absolutely im-
pusiible to decorate by veneers, ean be coated with
-y veneers with perfeet success, and the work re-
quires but moderate skill. |

After the veneer is applied, the exterior is varnished
with an oil-varnish-—copal-varnish, by preference.

To operate on some work, I raise the temperature
and soften the veneer, so as to make it apply more
rapidly to the irregularities in the surfaces.

I can apply these veneers to wood variously carved,
or to casts of plaster, or to moulded putty, or other
oramental and very iiregular work, such as is used
i window and looking-glass frames, to the legs of pi-
-anos, the tronts of clocks, and various other articles.

- In printing the pattern upon the glass piate, which

}

is to form the ornamental work on the veneer, I can
use a printing-press, with soft type, or, by preference,
a voller, such as has been described in former patents
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I can ornament, by applying various pictured de-
vices, coats-of-arms, and the like; but I prefer, for a
great variety of work, simply to inmitate richly-grained
woods.

I can rolt the dark color upon the giass, and then
apply the light color as a ground-work, or I can re-

verse the operation; or I can, taking care to obtain a

proper register, roll or otherwise print several colors
or shades apon the glass before applying the ground
or lower coating. |

By properly graduating the temperature, and the
thinness of the colored glues, I can induce a partial
mingling or blended effect upon the whole or certain
portions of the work, which may be made very attrac-
tive i appearance, and which is entirely unapproach-
able by any ordinary veneers, -

I cany print by lithography, or otherwise, upon the
tace or back of my veueers; and, by making the ve-
neers of white and clear glue, or gelatine, can give a
finely-clouded and rich appearance by thus printing
upon the back, and allowing it to show through.

I can use marble, or other absolutely smooth and
firm material, instead of plate-glass, as the surface on
which to manafactare my veneers; but care must be
taken not to have the vencer adliere strongly thereto.
I avoid this, in part, by very thinly oiling the surface,
as, for exawmple, by wiping the gluss with an oily
cloth.

My invention not only allows the. deeoration in a

richer and more diversified style than ordinary ve-
- neers, and also the veneering of more irregular shapes

than are ordinarily veneered, but it allows the deco-
ration of all surfaces very cheaply and more rapidly
than this is usually effected. |
Instead of holding the goods in cauls for a long
time. to insure the adbesion of wood veneers, my ve-
heers may be stuck firmly and permanently in a very
few minutes. | |

Having now fully described my invention,

What I claim as new, and desire to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— |

The elastic veneers, composed of glue, or analogous

~material, made and ornamented substantially in the

manner herein set forth. |
| ROBERT A. ADAMS.
Withesses:
JAaMEs P. HALL,
C. C. LiviNes.
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