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FRANCIS W. EBERMAN, OF WEST SALEM, ILLINOIS.

-

Lettear's_Pa,tent No. 96,566, dated November 9, 186;9.
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- IMPROVEMENT IN ENVELOPES:
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The Slchedu-le referred to in these 'I:_ettara Patent and making part of the samae.

To all whom it may concern:

- Be if known that I, Fraxcis W. EBERMAN, of
West Salem, in the county of Edwards, and State of
Ilinois, have invented 2 new and nseful Improvement
in Envelopes, and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is-a full, clear, and exact description thereof,
- which will enable others skilled in the art to make and
use the sawme, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, forming part of this specification.
| “This invention relates to improvements in letter-
envelopes, and has for its object to provide a simple
and cheap arrangement whereby they may be more
readily -opened than as now made.

The invention consists in mnaking the flap which is
folded over on the body-part in sealing, of two thick-
nesses, either by folding the edges of the flap' (extended
for the purpose) over-on itself, or by pasting other nar-
row strips thereon, and arranging the paste on the flap
or the other part so that it will be pasted down to the

body-part at some distance from the edge of the flap,

Jeaving a narrow strip of -the outer edge free to be
taken Dold of by the thumb and finger for tearing open,
the two thicknesses thus formed rendering the paper
strong enough to overcome the adhesion of the paste.
In some cases, I pr 0pose, avhen thé additional thick-
ness of paper is to be tormed by pasting on strips, to
attach the said strips to the body of the envelope, and
to seal the edge of the flaps to the strips.
~Figure 1 represents a plan of an envelope, WIth a
strip attached to the body, in such a way that the edge
which coincides with the edge of the flap when smled
- to it, will be unattached for a sufficient distance to ad-
mit, of being readily grasped, together with the flap, by
the thumb and finger, for tearing the envelope open;
Figure 2 1epresents a transverse section of the same;
 Figure 3 represents a plan view of an envelope,
showing the strip when formed by folding over an ex-
tension of the edge of the flap; and
Figure 4 i8 a transverse section of the same.

Similar letters of refelence indicate correqpondmg |

parts.

In fig. 1, the envelope is shown as constructed in
the ordinar y way, and having a curved strip of paper,
A, secired to the side B of the body at the edge, over
which the flap O closes in sealing.

This strip, so pwsted to the pa.lt B that that edge

t--tﬁh—-i

W 1th whwh the edge of the flap 0 coincides When folded
over, is unconnected, as clearly represented in fig. 2,

‘S0 that the free edge of the strip A, together with the '

flap C, may be taken hold of to tear the envelope open.”

Instead of pasting this strip on the part B of the
envelope, it may be pasted to the edge of the flap C,
in which case it-will be prepared with gum or paste
so arranged that whén the flap-is folded over, and the

‘said strip pasted to the part B, it will assume the smne‘

position as above~described. - |
But instead ‘of making this strip A of a separate
piece, and pasting it on to either the flap. or the part
B, I propose to make it a part of the flap U, by cut-
tmg it from the sheet, with extensions, A, to be folded
over, as represented in figs. 3 and 4, to be pasted near
the inner.edge, as abt a, for seahng to the part B, so

‘that the edge of the ﬂap will be free to take hold of

for tearjigg open.
I am aware that in some measure the same results
may be had without the strips or the extensions, by ar-

| ranging the paste either on the flap or the part B, so

that when the flap is folded down, the edge for a &uf— -
ficient space would be free to be taken hold ofy but
practically the required resilts cannot be obtained by
this arrangement, for the reason that the adhesion of
the paste is greater than the strength of the paper,
and consequentl} the la,ttel tears off mthoub openmg
the envelupu S |

To insure.not pasting the flaps on- to the enclosure
the part B should extend nearer to the base of. thef
flap O than in the common cmlstructlon or the ﬂa,p-
may be made broader. - |

(Having thas described my invention,

T claim as new, and desue to secure by Letters

- Patent—

- Securing the flap C, and an intervening strip, Aor
A, to the pfut B, so that the edge of the flap and the

-szmd strips wijll be unattached for the distdnee of a

space sufficient to be taken hqld of for tearing the en-
vclope open, whether the said strips be a palt of the
flap or separate strips pasted thereto, or to the part
B, all subst&ntnlly as specified,
. FRANOCIS W. DBERMAN
Witnegsses:
1.. D. NORTON,
J OSEPH RIOK&EGLER
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