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IMPROVED LATHING-MACHINE.
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The Schedule referred to in these Letters.Patéﬁt and m'akm_g.part of the same,
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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, GEORGE N. CREAMER, of Tren-

‘ton, in the county of Mercer, and State of New Jer-
sey, ‘have invented a new and useful App:—:tra,tus for
~ Holding Laths, and adjusting them to ceilings or par-

titions of bulldlnﬂ's the following being a ful] clear,

and exact descrlptmn of said appar atus, a “and of its ube
" reference being had to the accompauymw dmwmw%
which form part of this speclﬁc.;ttmn and in whlch-——

Figure 1 represents a view of what I call the face
of my improved apparatus;

Figure 2, a similar view of the back of the same,

Figure 3 a vertical transverse section through the
line z z of ﬁg 1; and

- Figure 4, a view of one end of the apparatus.

It is the object of my invention to facilitate and
improve the application of laths to the ceilings and
partitions of buildings, and by attaining greatel uni-
formity in the spaces betweeu the laths than can be
gained by the eye alone, improve the finish of the
plastering, while the workman is relieved of all neces-
$ity of holding or applying his laths by hand, and has
only to see that the break-joints are properly made ;
otherwise having both hands free for his hammer .‘:md

nails, so that he can do not only better work, but more |

of it, and with much less fatigue than is now attend-
ant upon labor of this character; and to these ends,
My invention cousistsina mmple sliding frame, (a

light casting,) in whieh a. number of laths is ﬁtted,
between holding-studs and then clamped, and the

frame, with the Iaths thus held in it, attached to the

joists or studding in the manner presently to be de-

~ seribed. !

Provision is made for so loosemng the ‘clamps, that
while the frame retains its position, the laths may be
slipped lengthwise to or fro, as may be necessary to
break joints, and the workma,u ‘has only to do this
while the laths are held up for him, and to use his
hammer until all the laths are nailed on, when he de-
taches the frame, refills it and applies it again; or he
may have two fmmes one of which may be filled with
laths while he 1s using the other, and thus he will
save all the time now lost in handling, besides being
relieved from the eramped and fatiguing positions he
must occupy when holding the laths with his hands,
and being also no longer obliged to measure his dis-
tances between the laths with his eye.

I make an oblong frame, which consists of four side-

pieces and two cwss—plece% each of the two cross- !

pieces A’ A’ being made in two parts fitted together so
as to overlap, (see fig. 4,) and slide one over the other,
in a loop, @

A slot, aﬁ 18 cut through one of these oveﬂ&ppmg
~parts, and a set-screw, a' paussmu' through the slof,
Ll.a.mps the two parts togetller It will be seen that

by this construction the width of the frame may be
adjusted to suit varying distances betwew the Joists

or studding of bmldlnfrs |
In each end of éach of these q1de-pleces is & gmdL- |

loop, in which the side-pieces B Bslide longitudinally.

The two inner side pieces A A are firmly secured to
the two cross-pieces A’ A’ so as to lie snugly against
the outer side-pieces B B respectively, 8o tha,t the
side-pieces B B can be moved in the guides b b up or -

down along the SIde-pleces A A.
This movement is effected by means of levers O C,

| fixed on the side pieces-B B, and each having a ful-

cruin, ¢, on the side-pieces A’ A% The inner - ends of

“these levers C O are connected in a link-rod, D, which
slides longitudinallly in a bearmg, e, on a br 1dge, B, se- .

cured to the bars A A. A spiral spring on this ]mk-md .
tends to keep the levers C O raised, (.;Ls ‘shown in yel- -

| low, fig. 1,) and with the levers in ' this position, the
| ends of the bars A A, B B are in line with each other.

The bridge I is ‘made with overlapping sections -
moving in guides and adjustable by set-serews in the
same manner as the end-pieces A’ A’ already deseribed,
and consequently are adjusted in the sanie way and '15

the same time as the bars A A,

Through each of the bars A A, B B, Ifix wood-'
screws, ¥, long enough to project tluouwh the back
of the bars samewhat more than the- thickness of &
lath, and at a distance apart somew hat greater than
the WIdth of a lath.

With the levers C Cin the 1}031131011 shown in vellow,
fig. 4, these screws in the bars A A will each be ex-

i actly opposﬂ:e those in the bars B B, and the back of
| the frame will thus be divided into equzﬂ spaces.

The width of the frame having been adapted to the
spaces between the joists or studdmg, as already de-

“seribed, and the frame being turned bottom side up,

and the laths laid flatwise between the serews, the
levers C C are brought down (by pulling on the rod D)
into the position shown by red lines in fig. 1, and the
bars B B are-thereby slipped up in the guides on the
cross-pieces A" A/, thus. bringing the screws in B B -
past the serews in A A, and so clamping the laths,
which are furthermore securely held against slipping

out by the threads on the screws being thus s]whtly o

pressed into their edges. |
The frame is now re.;tdy to be affixéd to the Joists

or studding, the means of doing which consists in two
hook-levers or dogs, H I, vibrating on pivots v h, in-
the bridge K, and eounected by linhsa with an S- |
shaped lever, I which 18 tumed on afulclum ¥y by a

1 handle or wnmh 17,

The lever I is turned into the position shown byred
lines in fig. 1, so as to bring the dogs H H within the

line of the b;us A A and the frame placed hetween
the joists or studding. 'The lever I is now throwa-




- in those bars "
A A, when the clamp of the screws upon the laths

over its centre, so as to project the dogs H H againsi
and enter them into the joists or studding, so as to
sustain the frame. - . | e

o further insure a steady support to the frame in
all directions, I fix at each side, and on each end of the

bars A A, A’ A’,pins k k, which project out beyond |

the frame, and some of which project into the studding
or joists in whatever position the frame may be affixed.
-1 also provide bearing-studs 7 I, which not only aid
the dogs H H and pins k k in sustaining the frame,

‘but also prevent the bars B B from being eramped or
. bound by friction against the joists or studding, so as
to prevent the sliding of the laths endwise. :
~ Mhe frame being now adjusted and afiixed, the

workman has simply to drive his nails. Should he wish
to break the joints, and for this purpose to move his
laths endwise in either-direction, he has only to push

the rod D so as to raise the levers O again, which will

bring the bars B B down in the guides, and the SCrews
parallel again with the screwsin the bars

will be loosened, and he canmove eachorall of them as

he may see fit, the frame remaining meanwhile steady

and firm against any force that may be necessarily ex-

‘erted in this operation.

'When the laths, are all nailed on, by simply turning

back the lever I, the dogs H H are retracted and the
~ frame removed to be refilled and reapplied.
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A cross-bar may be affixed to the frame for con- .

venience in handling it without taking hold of the
bridge E. . = | | | B

"What I claim as my invention, dnd desire to seoure,

by Letters Patent, 15— o S
1. The combination, with the frame, of the clamp-
ing-dogs H H, operating as set forth,

9. The combination of the parallel sliding bars With"

pins to clamp the edges of the lath, as set forth.

8. The combination, with the frame, of the. sliding
bars A B, levers 0, and link-rod D, and its spring, the
combination being and operating substantially as seb:

forth. | |
4 The combination of the laterally-adjustable frame

and adjustable .bridge with the grasping-hooks and
their lever mounted .on the bridge, as set forth. -
5. An adjustable clamping and holding -frame for .
applying laths to the joists or studding of buildings,

1 substantially - T
6. The combination, with the clamping and lholding-

guides for adjusting the parallel bars,

as described.

frame, of the
substantially as and for the purpose described. -

In testimony whereof, I have bereunto subscribed
my name. | B

Witnesses: | |
HeENRY BALDWIN, Jr.,
E. N. MILLER. |

GEORGE N. CREAMER. ' , '
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