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To all parsons to thﬂﬂb these p?’esents shall GO?H@

| -Z?‘et'fé?'s_ Paiént;ﬂb.-!)lﬁ,.OSﬁi, datedlgeptember 21, 1869.

' IMPROVEMENT IN A BILLIARD AND BAGATELLE-TABLE.

 The -'th"eﬁﬁ!e_referifea,_ _tﬁ iﬁ_thésé Letters Patent and making part t'_}'f the same.

' . -
. rm— . . ) I

-~ Be it known- that I ‘'W. A OLARK, of Boston m'

L '{.f"-the couinty “of Suﬁ‘olk, a,nd State: of M%Sbachusetts,-
-~ have invented. certain new and useful Improvements
. in Tables; and that: the following is a full and .exact |
T deser 1p1310n of the same, refe:enee being lmd to_the
_f-__.accampanymg plates of dlawmgs | o

- The present invention conslstq—-—

- First, in so connecting a table-top, th&t IS ma,de in

sectwns, hinged or otherwise, susceptible of being ar-
- ranged, connected, and laid, or brought into the same
i hor izontal plane or pofﬂtlon, by gither more or less of
" its section, as may be desired, to a supporting frame~
. -work below, that the relative posmon of such. frame-
o work undm the tftble-top can be changed by sliding- |
. the one on the -ofher, to ada,pt it-in position to pro-
S duce the necessary buppmt to the table-top, as it is
~lengthened or shortened, or otherwise changed in its
: lee , by ﬂpenmg ;md ulosmg oue or more et its sevela,l_
R E&VES L

Semnd in cnmblmtlon w11311 the above so construct—

7 ing the sectlons of the table-top, that, When opened,
- they will present a surface having a raised strip or
© = bearing entirely alotlnd it, whereby the table is sus- |

o oceptible of use, for” pl..m} ing billiards thereon, or; -if

. o ‘properly constructed, with concave sockets, and a eir-

C U calar edge at its end for a bagatelle-bomd or, if suit-

~ o ably provided with w u,kﬁts, &ec., as-a croquet—board or

-+ . for any other game which reqmres a, sulmce snmlaaly |

I pmteeted around its edges.

Third, in the combination’ iﬁbh a table-tOp, con-

T ,‘-'-structed in sections, having an interior depressed sur-
. - face, of an end plece hinged to the supporting frame-
- work, so that it can be swung up to close the open-

o= ends of the top, when its sections are closed upon each

o7 -other, or swung down to allow the top to. be opened .

"+ andextended; this hinged:end being held closed against
0 the. ope,n ends of the top by a Spung-eatch or. other

U means, arranged i in any 3u1t&ble manner dﬂd p031t10n

thert’}fﬂr

Fourth, in eonspructmg the- mtm ior surface csf the

N t&ble-top, at the proper points, with sockets, open at
- " the surface, but closed, partially; at or near the bot-
S tom, for recewmg plugs, suitably formed, to have such
R surface to the table, either smooth and p]am or pro-
.+ vided with depressions,’ accmdmg as the game to be
" played upon the table may require; and also, in com-
-+ Dbination with the above, Wlth a detacha,ble eurve—strlp
;3;,1,13 one or both ends.

" Fifth, in combm&tlmi mth the fourth part of my in-

S f’.ventwn so constructing the plugs therein referred to, |
o thab thay can be adJusted in height, m the sackets of
" the table-surface, as may be desired: |
Tt Sixthy in constructing the said p]ugs with a smooth |,
JRE -lor p]a,m surface at one end and a cancave at the other

In the accompanymg plates of - dmmnws, m} 1111— -
: pmvements in tables are illustrated—

Figure 1, being a side elevation of a table eon- -

.Stl ucted accordmw to my inv u:ttlon showing 1ts top -
‘sections closed, but by dotted lines opened or ehtended

and the supportuw frame-work brought to its propel

| ‘supporting position for the increased lengbh of top;

hig,

I‘lgule 2, a plem view of the t&ble from 1ts under'”

Flgme 4 a phn view of the table-top epened and

‘showing 1ts thus e:cposed surface, constr ucted for the

game of bamtelle, -

~ Tigure 5, a longitudinal section tlnoun'h tﬂ,ble-tol) o
When opened, shomnfr my invention, embmced in the
fourth and fifth pmts, and - |

~ Figure 6, a view, in detail; of a plug, construﬁted :
for being lengtheued and shor tened, and provided with
one end smooth and plain, and the other concave or

_hollow;

A, in the dmwmg:, replesents a frame- Work con-
s1stmg, in the present instance, of parallel side pleceq- -.
B, joined together, near their lower ends, by a bar or - |
rail, 0, and ab thelr upper ends attached to a horizon-

tal fr ame, D. This frame D consists of side-rails EE,
end-bars F F, and an intermediate cross-piece, &, tl]b .
whole being JOlned together in a'strong and kamﬂn-
like manner.

On the uppér side of the ﬁmne D the tqble-top H,
cotistructed -as will be presently deacrlbed is pl.:wed

and rests, and to such frame it is attached and con-
‘nected by means of strips, I, fastened to. its under
 side, that are constructed at one edge, @, to set over

and beyﬂnd the inner edged of the qlde-r&ﬂs By this

construction and. arrangement, while the top is fast-.
‘ened to the frame D, the one can be moved upon the
| other, in the divection of the length of the said side-
| rails, as is obvious;for adjusting the relative positions

of the top and under frame-work, to give the most

‘proper support to the top When ex:tended as.will be

described -

" The mble-top H in the present mstmce i8 con-
sbructed in three sectmm J, K,-and L, with the first

two, J and K, at one end hmged tmrether so as tobe
_Gpened from and closed upml each other (md the re-

‘maining section L hinged to one end of frame D, for
‘being swung up into position against the hinged ends‘ -
of the othel sections, J and K or relieved therefrom

by swinging it down against the frame D. -
1, a spring-catch, &pphed to section L, for fastemng-
it agmnst the ends of the sections J and K. .
The two sections J and K of .the top H are each
constructed upon their contiguous sides or faces, when -

] 01(}86{1 w1tl1 E ra.lsed stnp or bearing, M, _ent;le,ly N

Figure 3, a tmnsmelse vertmal section in plane of’ -
line z z, ﬁﬂ‘ 1;




around the same, except at the end, in each instance,
where hinged, f-:)r the purpose of leamng, when they
are opened, a clear depressed surface, through the
whole length thereof, guarded by a raised bearing or
strip, M, entuely ELIOIlIlﬂ its sides.

" When the top sections are opéned and extended, as

above described, the relative positions thereto of the |

supporting frame-work below is changed, so ds to give
~ support to the whole, and hold the top tirmly in posi-
tion, by moving the top upon the said frame, or vice
“versa, bringing it to the position, or nearly so, shown
in ﬁg 1 by dotted lines.

P, a series of sockets, made in inter 101 surface Q of

:.Lble-top, at one end thereof.

These socketfs are either closed at their lower ends,
or provided with a shoulder for a plug, R, in each case
to rest upon, for filling the same. -

These plugs are for the purpose of giving & smooth

or plain interior surfice to the top, and for giving de- |

pressions or councavities therein, where the sockets are
located, and, in the one case, are constructed at one
end with a smooth eor plain and in the other with a
concave or hollow end, or, in each plug, with both a
plain and concave end.

~d, a screw inserted in one end of plugs R, by the
sclemng of which in and out of the jplugs, tllej" can
be shortened or lengthened, as it were, in the socket,
for adjusting the pl&ne of then ends, at the table-sur-
face, with regard thereto.

Tn case the plugs have one end ﬂ.ﬁt a,nd the other
concave, thiey are made in two parts, transversely to
their length, joined together by a screw-rod fixed in
one and screwing into the other, to enable them to be
- lengthened and shortened for their proper adjustment,
relative to the table-surface. |

The objeet of the plugs, and of the sockets in the
table-top to receive them, is to enable the. table-sur-
face to be changed for use, either as a billiard-table or
a croquet-board, &e., provided the necessary fixtures
are located, or for use as a bagatelle-board, by simply
changing the plugs from plain to concave ends, or vice
versa, and, in the latter instance, additionally, by in-
serting a circular board or strip, T, at the end where
the cavities are located.

It may be here remarked, that, to more perfectly
adapt the table for playing blllmds its side-bearings
should be provided with proper constl ucted cushions,
pockets not being absolutely necessary; and that, also
for locating the wickets, starting and home-stations, in
the game of croquet, it would be well to provide the
~ interior table-surface with sockets P and plugs R, at
suitable points, for the wickets, &ec., to be driven or
serewed into f, small holes, contmued from bottom of
sockets to lower side _Gf.table-top.

$5,081
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These holes are made so that a suitable instrument
(see' W, in the drawings,) can be inserted to force the
plugs out when desired to change them, for others, or
to reverse their ends. |

These holes are, however, not absolutely necessary,
as the plugs can be removed by openings in their ends,
exposed at the table-surface, or in many other ways.

The table-top may be constrneted in sections, in
many forms other than that shown, as, for instance, in
separate leaves, like the ordinary extension-tables,
should it only be desired fo produce a plain table; but
[ prefer the construction herein deseribed, as it enables
me to produce a table combining all the features of an
ordinary table, with the additional ones of a eroquet,
or bagatelle, or billiard-table, &c., either all, or one or
more, combined in one.

stmg thus described my improvements in ta,bleq
I shall state my claims, as follows:

What I claim as my invention, and desire to have
secured to me by Letters Patent, is—

1. A table-top, constructed in sectmns in comblna-
tion with a suitable frame-work or under—support
when the connection between the two is such that
they can be relatively adjusted, by sliding the one
upon the other subst‘mthlly as described, for the pur-
pose specified.

2. A table-top, made in seotmns and ea,ch section
$0 constructed as, when opened, to leave a raised bear-
ing around its interior ‘surface, substantially as de-
scribed, for the purpose set forth.

3. A table-top, consfructed in sections, with one
hmged to the under supporting-frame, mhen the latter
is arranged for adjustment under the former, or table-
top, substantia'ly as and for the purpose descr ibed.

4. A table-top, constructed in sections, with their
interior surface provided- with sockets for the recep-
tion of plugs, substantially as and for the purpose de-
scribed.

5. The plugs R, for the sockets of the table when

"so0 constructed as to be susceptible of adymtment in

length, substantially as descubed, and for the purpose
SpBCIﬁEd
6. The plugs R, when made smooth at one end and
concave at the other, substantially as :.md for the pur-
pose described.
. The two-part plug, secured together for adjust-
ment in length, substantially as and for the ‘purpose
set torth.

W. A. CLARK.

Witn2sses:
ALBELT W. BROWN,
Epwin W. BRowN,
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