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IMPROVEMENT IN SELF-CLOSING TELEGRAPH-KEYS.
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The Schedule referrcd to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

To all whom it may Y COncern: |
‘Be it known that I, JosurH J. B. FREY, of the

city, county, and State of New York, have invented:

a new and improved Seif- Cloging Telenmph Key s
and I do hereby declare that the following is a full,
- clear, and exact description thereof, which wilk eneble
- ‘OthEIS skilled in the art to make. and use-the. same,
- reference being had to the accompanying dmwuwe,
forming part of this specification.

This invention relates to an improved key for tele-

gmph-mstruments, whereby the circuit is always kept
 closed when the instrument is not at work, the key

automatically closing when releasetl from the pressure
- of the finger or hand. |

The invention consists in pwndlng the rear end

~ of the key with a coiled spring, which holds the front

end, when relieved of pressure, in contact with the
pletma, point for closing the cireuit ‘mtemetlcallv, and,

“when subjected to pressure, will come in contact w 1th

“an insulated point placed immediately beneath the
key in the same plane withthe platina point, wher eby
the key can be operated without closing the circut in
its downward movement.

I am aware that teleg:,raph-keye have heletofeie
been hung between two platina points, but gr eat
nicety of adjustment is required in such cases to pre-
vent the circuit from being closed armdenteﬂy when the
key is depressed |

The figure in the aeeompa,nymg sheet of dmwmg,s
| repreeeute a side sectional view of my improved key.

AR A cone

~dowr upoi thies insulated point a.

A represents the key, the rear end ef which is atf-
tached by a spring, formed of one or more convolu-
tions of a wire, B, te the base I& of the instrument.

This spring lchS a tendency fo heep the keyelevated
above the 111.5111‘11:(3(1 point @, and in contact with the
platina point b, the cirenit being closed when A is in
contact with b, end broken when the key is pressed
Hence it will be
seen that the cirenit will always be kept closed 'when
the operator ceases to use the instrument, and mth—
out; mampuletmg any of the parts whatever. |

O is a guide for the key; but this may be dlepeneed
with, and hard rubber strips fitted in the yoke D, for
that purpose.

By changing the points of the 1eeew1ng—memlet the,
local b‘tttente are kept from action except wihen In

acdtual use.

‘Having thus described my invention,
What 1 claiim as new, and desire to secure by Let-~

ters Patent, 18—

The key A constructed as described, with the con-
volute spring 1B, in comnbination mth the platina,

point b, and meulated point @, all arranged and oper-
'atmg ‘LS desmbed for the purpose epeelﬁed

JOS. J. B PR}‘JY

"~ Witnesses:

FrANK BLOCKLEY,
L AEX. F. ROBERTS,
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