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IMPROVED CLOTHES-DRIER.
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Tye Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making patt of the same.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, AXDREW HARBISON, of New-
castle, in the county of Lawrence , ad State 'of Penu-
sylvania, have invented a new and i improved Clothes-
Rack; and T do hereby deelare that the following is
a full clear, and exact description of the construetion
and operatmn of the same, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, makum a part of this speci-
“fication, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view, showing the rack in
one form.

Figure 2 is a similar view, showing the rack (lljt‘llf‘d
in a-different manner.

The objeet of this invention is to provide, for pub- -

- lic use, a neat, simple, cheap, and convenient clothes-
rack, so constructed and operating that it can be
Opened or expanded into different shiapes to adapt it
to different positions in the room, such as standing in
& corner, near the stove, in the open room, &c.

To this end, the iuvention is so coustructed that
its sides are C.Jtp‘bbh* of being opened in the man-
ner shown in fig. 2, in whlch form it is adapted to

stand -in a corner of the room, out.of the way, occupy- |

ing but an exceedingly small space. 'T'he same form
also fits it for standing near the stove, fire-place, or
other heater.

If the heater be a stove, the rack, when np(*ned, as

shown in fig. 2, will half LI]C]U’SL 1’( S0 ak to recetve

the heat from two sides of it eqm]l}

If the heater be a fire-place, range, or other ;‘levicu
projeeting but slightly from the w all, the rack may
be placed with the angle opposite tllb centre of the
fire-place, range, &c., and the sides or wings extend-

ing toward the ends or corners of the five- place, 80 as -

to intercept by far the greater part of the heat mth 1ted
from the heater. |
When expanded in the manner represented in fig.

1 the rack may be placed in any position in thumm,'

aud the clothes will hang from its rounds ov sjats
without interfering or coming in contact with each
other. . |

The device, which is capable of being thus expanded

into different forns, to adapt it to different positions,

or of being 50 ne: Lth' and compactly folded together
as to ocoupy scar bB]} more Space
chair, consists of four separate racks, constructed and
('onuectul in the manner which 1 w 1]1 now proceed to
describe in detail.

The main rack, No. 1, consists of two vu1t1ml posts
AL A, connected by four (tmore or less) slats or rounds

AA A/, made expansible by means of sliding sock-

ets, ¢ a ¢, a device well known to mechanies, and not
neue&haly tu be here described. -

The second rack, No. 2, consists of two similar
posts, B B, and a corresponding uumber of expansi-
hlb bars or rails, 3" B'.B.
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than. a comimaornn

This rack is slightly &hmtur than the other, and its
posts are bevelled at one end, as shown at b b, Itis
connected to the rack No. 1 by means of & but or
hinge, 13, fastened permanently to the rack No. 1,
bt fdbtened to rack No. 2 only by a single pin, ¢,
which can be readily removed, and whmh, when m
place, may operate as a pivot upon which rack No. 2
may be swung out to an inclined position IeLLtht,ly
to rack No. 1, as shown'in fig. 1, the bevel b operating
then as a stop to prevent the ’m o racks from being
opened too far.

Near their lower end, the posts A A, B B are pro-
vided with a hasp, F, wlm-h, dltlculatetl to one rack,
hooks into a staple In tlw other.

By removing the pin ¢, and unlatching tht, ‘hasp at
one end of the two racks, so as to l]l%[}]lg ge them
from each other at that eud ‘they may be upuu,d, as
shown in fig. 2, swinging upon the hinge E and hasp
F, at the other end, as will be readily understood |
mthout further dcaenptlon.

Racks No. 3 aml No. 4 are made exactly l-lili’i‘,

each consisting of two posts, C.C and D D, respec-

tivelv, connected by e\p.umhlu bars or slats, (, ¢, d d.

When the clothes-rack is expanded, these E:l’llﬂ.]l
racks or “wings” are designed to incline  outward
from the side of the device, as shown in buth draw-
111”'*-3. |

To this end, and to adapt them to be nes 1t1y folded
up against the main racks when not in use, they are
each articulated to one of -the larger racks by means

| of a fixed plate, ¢ d pm‘]u‘tmfr iwm the posts A B,

and a pivot-pin, p, ]hﬁsmﬂ' through the end. of the
plate into the post G or D, a httle above the lower

eind of the latter.
The posts ¢ D are bevelled at their ]mwer ends,

below the joints ¢ p, or d p, as the case may be, so

that when inclined outward to the proper angle, such
end will rest fairly against the side of its suppm bing-
post.

‘Above the joint, ]l.{lb]‘lb may be employed tu conne(t
the racks No. 3 and No. 1, or No. 4 and No. 2, in
order to relicve the joiuts below of a portion of the
strain to which they will be subjected when the rack
iy laden with wet clothes.

If preferred, the end posts C D, instead of termi-
nating at their lower end 1 o mew flat bevelled sur-
face, as above dﬁhCI‘lbLll may terminate in a metallic
p]m M, notched at 1ts Towor end, as seen at m, and
a series nt pins, 0 0 0, may be made to project from
the side of the posts JL B, upon any one ot which the
side racks can he htepped as shown in fig. 1. In this

case the joints ¢ p and & p should be Tmade in the

form of a * lever-joint? or simple platé ¢’ or &', loosely
articulated at one end to the post A or B, and at the

other, to the post Cor D.
By tlus arrangement, both the ‘thltude and mclma,-
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tion of the wings No. 3 and No. 4 can be adjusted at
pleasure. In this case, if the joint ¢’ p or & p were

near the middle of posts A B, the lower ends of the
wing-posts C D might be rounded off rather than
bevelled. The wings could then be folded either up-
ward or downward agmnst tne main racks, as might
be most convenient.

- Having thus described my inv entlon
- What 1 claim as new, and dPSlI‘E‘ fo- aevuw by Let-
ters Patent, is—

1. The L"{tendlng and contracting lengthwise, by
means of metallic ‘clasps «, or their equivalent, on
each separate slat A or B, S0 constructed as to make
a sliding or extension-joint, when the qlat& are in two
~or maore sections each. -

2. The opening sidewise, from either end, by means
of double-fwhnrr pwnt-hmfres I, so mnstrueted that

by means of plates, ¢

04,595

the pivots ¢ e tun when the rack is opened for com-
mon use, and then by removing the pin at either end

and hookmg in hasp F into a staple at the opposite -
end, the rack opens sidewise and turns on linges E

and’ hasps If, which form cnmplete hinges for the pur-
poses spemﬁed ,

3. The attachment ot the wings No. 3 and No. 4,
"d, looqely articulated at each
end, thé lever working on the pivots in combination
with the foot-rests o 0 0, which admit of the wings
being raised or lowered, or ad]usted to any desired
angle.

ANDREW HARBISON.

\Vitneasea :
I. P. Rosk,
J. V. Ro&n
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