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BERNHARDT FINCKE OF BROOKLYN NEW YORK ASbIGNOR TO
~ F. GUSTAVUS 'FINCKE, OF SAME PLACE.

Letters Patent No. 93, ()80 dated August 24, 1869

o

IMPROVED PROCESS OF PREPARING HOMEOPATHI¢ MEDICINES. -

e

The .Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the s21me.

e 0--\‘-#--0—-

To all whom it may concern :

Beit'known that 1, BERNHARI}T I‘INCEE M. D, of
Brooklyn, in the emmty of Kings, and’ State of New

York, have invented a rew and improved Method of |.

Poteutlatmrr Substances; and I do hereby declare that

the follﬂwmw is a full, clear and exact description there-

of, which w1ll enable those Skl]lﬁd in the art to makeand
use the same, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings, ﬁn*mm part of this specification, in
whlch-—- - |
Figures 1 and 2 2 1epreseut sectional elevations of the
appar atus most convenient for carrying imy process mto
ettect. |
Similar letters of reference mdwate coueqpandmrr
~ parts.
The nature of my mveutmn consists in facilitating,
accelerating, and improvitg the process of potentia-

‘tion, which is a. process for gradually lessening, commi-

‘nuting;.attennating, refining, rarefying, and infinitesi-
malizing substances by means of an indifferent vehicle
n cer td,m proportions..

- This invention reldtes more p‘wtlcuhrly to the pro- -

- cess of potentiating by dilution, so as to obtain higher
potencies than ever reached betore and in less tmle
and with less labor and expense tha,n it conld be d{)ne
without my invention. -
In order fo explain I will first describe the original
modes of potentiating by dilution, as inv ented by
Hahnemann and Korsakoff, and used hitherto by ho-
meeopaths only, and then describe my new process of
preparing high potencies by dilution. |
Poteutistion was first invented, and used for medi-

eal purposes, by Dr. Samuel H&hnemmn of' S&xen;},--

-and his process was as follows:
Vegetable substances, yielded by &lmng plant, w ere
pressed, and their juice mixed with equal parts of ab-

solute alcobiol, thus forming what he ealled a tincture |.

fortis. me that he made attenuations in this way:

Thwo drops of tincturea fortis were put into a vial with
ninety-eight drops of nearly absolute alcohol. This
mixture was shaken twice, and was ealled the hrst po-
tency.

Of this first potency, he took one dr op, put it into
another vial with ninety-nine drops of alwho] shook
it, and called it the second potency; and the same
process was repeated, thus producing the third and

conseeutive higher potencies, reaching as far as the |

thirtieth po’cenw
Of dry substauces, such as mmemls, powders, &c,
“he took one grain, tr Itm&ted 1t with ninety-nine grains

of powdered lnllk—SH“dI' for-one hour,and called it the

first potency.

Of that first pofency, he took one gram tllturated |

it again with ninety-nine grains of powdered milk-
sugar for an hour, and called it the second potency.

One graln of the second 1)otencv triturated for one
- 110111 with nmetv-nme grmns of. 111111{-sngm, gave the

third potency..
Of this third potency, he took one grain, dissolved
it in ninety-nine drops of a mixture of pure alcohol and

distilled water in equal parts, and shook it, and thus
produced the fourth potency. |

The further potencies were then made in the same

‘manner as above mentioned for diluted potencies, by
shaking one drop of the fourth potency with ninety-

nine dr ops of alcohol, and so on, successively, until he
reached the thir tleth poteney.

The potencies so made, fron) the third upward,.are
known as dilution potencres, and the scale he used for

- marking the degrees is known as the centesimal seale,
(1:100.) |

This is what is known as the H&hnema,unlan method,.
The same was very inconvenient, as a great number

of vials-had fo be used to pmduce a stitl mconmderable'
- dilation,

Count Korsﬂ{oﬂ’ Gf Russia, aftérward discovered a

modification and 1mpmvement of Hahnemann’s method,

which was accepted by Halnemann.

His process is as follows:
~ He mixed one drop of tinctura fm tis or potenc), or
one grain of a dry substance ‘or trituration, in a vial

‘witht one hundred grains of water, shook it, and poured

it out with a jerk, leaving about as- mucly as one drop
remaining in the wal and this one dr 0p was his ﬁrst
potency.

- This remaining drop he mixed with mnety nine

grains of water, shonk the mixture, poured it out, again’

leaving one drﬂp, thus making the second potency : and

thus lie proceeded SHGGSbEﬂVEIY up to the thirtieth po-
tency, and so on, successively, he 1eaehed the fifteen .

lmndl ‘edth poteney.
Whichever potency he wanted to preserve, he pre-

pared by adding one hundred drops of alcohol to the

remaining drop of the potency obtained, and by shak-

ing it twice with the arm.

Korsakofi’s dilufion potencies are known as dllutlons

‘on the remaining drop, and his scale is the Ha,hne-

mannian centemmal moditfied.

His process, a,lthough a decided 1mpr0vement on

Hahnemann’s, is still very tedious, as each potency has
to be produced by manual labor with close attention.

-There are several other modes of potentiating by

dilution known to and used in homeeopathy for the
preparation of remedies, but they are all on the Hahne-

mannian or Kor sakaﬁian plan, more or less modifiedas

to scale and proportion between vehicle m:ld substance
and as to sucecession.

The process here in question, which I have nwented "
for making high dilution pOtLIlClES although resting
on the general pr mclple of potentla,tlon dlscavered by




THahnemann, is new in its prmclplg of operatlon, and |

in its mode of carrying it into operation, and the follow-
ing is a full and exact -description of the process: . -
~ The principle of operation is that of fluxion, by which

I mean a regulated flow of water, as vehxcle, upon the

substance to be potentiated or dlluted in certam pro-

portions.
The mode of carrying thls prmclple into opemtmn

‘can be varied at pleasure, but L prefer the two meth-

ods hereinafter described, which may be used sepa-
Tately or in Sticcession.

In the first process, the vehicle is measured beﬁ)re-

bnngmg it in contact with the substance to be poten-
tiated, while, in the second process, the liquid is nieas-
tred. after 113 has flown over the poterntiated substance.
Either process may be carried into effect by various
‘means. I will describe one for each process.

If the substance fo be diluted is soluble in water, as
for instance, N (trum nmmtwum , Tow part ofa drachm
of it is dissolved i in %% parts of one drachm of distilled
water, and thisis 1ts first dilution potency. -

- If 11; is insoluble in water, as a metal, or if it is an or-
ganic substanee of which 1t is not certam that it dis--

solves all its essential parts in water, one grain of it is
~raised to at least the third potency bv trltumtmn, ac-
- cording to the Hahemannian method. - -
This poteney is ‘dissolved in distilled \wtel in the
p1 oportion of one grain to'one drachm. -
If it is & tinctura fortis, at least the third. dilution

potency is prepared according to the Habnemannian |

or Korsakoffian method, on the centesimal scale, by
~using alcohol as a veh:cle Any substaneé so: p1 e-
pared is the potencv ot which the fluxion starts.

Such potency is exposed to a continuous flux of :

water, iu a vial, holding, say, one and one-half drachm

by means of 2 small tube or jet.

If a small tube, @, 18 used, as. mdlca,ted in fig. T of
the drawing, it is secured to the lower end of a slphon, |

b, drawing the water, and reaches with its fine end near
1o the bottom. of the vial ¢. -

The water is filled in glass- Jars d of certain dimen-
sions, holding, say, thirty, two hundred, five hundred,
one thousand, and five thousand dmehms 1espec—

tively, into w hich the glass 01‘ other siphon bis brburrh b

W ith its short end.

- The jar is provided with a graduated scale, which

designates -the degrees of dilution by mdwa,tmg the

quantity of water.
- *The continnous flow of the water upon the potency

in the vial, adjusted as aforesaid, effects the dilution

_ of the sa,me, and may be continued to any given de-
gree corresponding to the amount of influx and efflux

‘irom the jars through the tube @ in and out of the vial.

The vehiele in 'bhe Jar, it will be seen, is measured

before it is brought i in contact with the subsmuce in
the vial.

- After having diluted . the substanee it flows over the
1I:mm‘ch of the vn] and is or may be carried off in a.gut-
ter, e. .

W hen the desn'ed degree of dllutmn or 11umbel of
-put;ency is reached in the vial , by having allowed the re-
quired corresponding qua.ntlty of vehicle to flow throu gh

the ¥ial, the tube « is remov ed, the fluid contained in.

the wa] being the fluxion. potency, is put into a hew
~vial for uise or r farther potentiation, or if ‘intended for
presermtmn the vial is emptied Wlth a jerk, leaving
about 15 dr achm of the contentsin 1t and 1—093 drachm
of alcohol is added to it.

The vial so refilled is or may be again ezposed to

_.ﬂuan, as above described, until such furthel potenc}'

is reached as may be desir ed.
When the tube @ is wmoved the vial is emptled fo

the remaining drop or 11 dtacllm and ﬁ]led with al—
- ¢ohol, as afm esaid. |

t tency;
of Wa,ter and contmmng, say, one d1 achm of potene},

Different vials and tubes @ must be used for differ-

ent substances o be potentiated.
. The second process, when the hqmd is measured af-

tm it flows from the vial, consists in exposing the vial,
holding, say, one andaha.lf' drachm, and filled with, say,
one dI’RLIlllI of substance and vehicle, or poteucy, pre-
pared as above described, to a fine stream or jetof
flowing water at a dlstance of about oue inch, said jet”

having power enough to reach the bottom 01 the vial,

and to cause the 11(1111(1 to bubble in the vial,
‘The required pressure is obtained and legulated b}
a faucet; £, arranged above a tank, g, as in fig. 2, the

vial & st‘uldmn' on-a platform, z, in the upper part of

the tank. "

The water, befare ib reaches the wa] may be bronght

through a filter. - R
The water-tank is g0 constlucted as to be of certam o

dimensions, holding, say, twenty thousand drachms o
conveniently. | B

The measureé say, of five thousand ten thousand S
fifteen tlmus'md and twenty thousand drachms, 'u'e o

marked on a scale on the inside of the tank, so that

the Dheight of water in the tank can be easﬂy ascer- _ _.:
These numhers deswnate the degrees of dllu- L

tained..
tion. | | /
The petentmtm g-vial is phced upml the plati'ortll i

1in the tank, at a (hstance of about one inch between
“the mouth of the vial and the _end of the fmlcet or ofa

small pipe secmed therein. ; -
The stream is regulated by the fa.ucet S0 as to

secure a stead;, gentle ebullition of the water in tlie

‘vm,l

The faucet bemﬂ' tumed on, & fine t.hl'ead of Waten 18,

~.with -some force, prq]et..ted mto the vial upon the po- -
a fine foam ensues, followed by a constant bub-

bling of the fluid in the vial, and out from it.

As often as the amount of water flowing over out -
“of the vial into the tank reaches the level of the water
-marked by the numbers aforesaid, the corresponding -
degree of dilution or number of potency is reachedand = -

obta.med the faucet is turned off, the vial removed;

the fluid conmmed in vial, being’ the ﬂuan—potency,}

is put into a new vial for use or further potentiation;

or, if intended for preser vation, the vial is emaptied with -

a Jelk leaving about 1 drachin of the contents in it,
and 7% drachm of aleohol is added toit.,
" The.tube @, reaching to the bottom of the vidl may .

be used, if deswed rmls,o in the second—debcrlbed proeess

of measuring: the ﬂown-oﬁ' lignid.

Tt will be seen that for the purposes of potentlatmn:_,' .
by fluxion, the proportions of substance and vehicle;

and of the flux and tlie vessels, may be arranrred and .
varied in any desirable ratio. 7 -

In the above, I described the ‘era,nfrement on the -
centesimal smle, which is an lmpmved adaptation ﬂf’
tlie Hahnemannian seale.

The centesimal scale, if adopted in the ﬂumon—meth- R

od above described, appears as follows: |
In the ﬁrst—descl ibed process, the substance and ve-

hicle in the starting poteney stand intheratioof 1: 99, '

and both #ill the vml in. that ratio.

Hence the potentiation. pmceeds in every dtﬂ'erentm] .
‘of time in the same ratio of 1:100, 1. e. , centesimally,
as long as the flow continues, and At ever y moment of -
dISGOHtllllllll“‘ the- flow, the- potency. contained in the

vial is a centesimal dllutmn designated by the number
expregsing the sum of defuxion. in the jar, this num-
ber bemfr the measure of the watel applied and ﬂowu
in the na,l

: Eqmlly S0 in the bubbhng ﬂumon or last—descrlbed T
or ocess, there is only one.drachm of substa.nce and ve-
drachm of sub-
99 drachin of vehicle — one drachm of .

hicle in the v ial, which is equal to +1
stance —l—

potency, a.nd hence every dilution so obtained is neces-
But any scale may be used 111_thg

sarily centesimal.
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process of fluxion herein described, and 1 do not con-
fine myself to any special arrangement of proportions.
- For medical purposes, I use the centesimal seale as
the most practical and safe. | o
If the .proportions are extended to the ratio of
1: 1,000 or 1 : 10,000 or 1:100,000, or otherwise, the
process is adjustable accordingly, and the principle and
operation are the same, only it will require a larger
space than convenient for the average of practising
physicians; also a stronger or weaker jet will have to
‘be applied, as the case may be. | |
In that case the expense will increase, and so will
the difficulty of control and the chances of error, while
the apparent gain of refinement and time will be lost,
perhaps, through the unwieldiness of the operation.
Considering that a drop of a high potency is suffi-
cient to perpetuate it for all time, and for all mankind,
it is easy to perceive that there is more practical ad-
vantage in the little than in the great analogously to
“the homeeopathic remedies, which are beneficially and
peculiarly efficacious in their state of infinitestinality.
Theimprovementand extended application of Hahne-
mann’s centesimal dilution are observable in the fiuxs

ion-process, in this, that the new process supersedesthe |.

necessity of using large quantities of different vials,
and of filling, emptying, and refilling the vials, for the
preparation of each potency at .each degree, and that
-with the new process, the potentiation through the dif-
ferent degrees is or may be carried on in one vial at
the same time, in continnous succession, by the natural
flow, pressure, or motion of water itself, thus efiecting
the dilution of the substance constantly in infinitesimal
quantities of vehicle and time in certain degrees, and
‘more thoroughly than by the old methods, and at the
saine time replacing the separate shaking of each po-
tency, by the constant and continuous motion of the
flux in infinitesimal quantities. of action, and securing,
throughout, a more intimate mingling of -vehicle and
substance in the given proportions, and by it the grad-
ual lessening, comminution, dilation, attenuation, re-
finement, rarefaction, and infinitesimalization of the
substance to any degree ad libitum, with a great sav-
ing of labor, utensils, expense, and time. .

The process of potentiating by fluxion, as Invented
by me, may be carried on and up to any degree. It
may be started from any given potency or high potency.

In fact, I make by it high dilution potencies for medi-
cinal purposes in pulses of thirty, two hundred, five
hundred, one thousand, and five thousand drachms,
and thence to one hundred thousand drachms cen-
tesimal, or upward, by the first process, - (scaturient
fluxion,) and ‘such potencies of medicinal substances
‘are already tested, and found useful by homceopaths -
for curative purposes. . |

The centesimal potencies I raise by bubbling or
ebullient fluxion in pulses of twenty thousand drachms,
and. in this manner I have already obtained’ the one
millionth poteney, (M,) and of some materials even the
two millionth, (2M.) | .

In conclusion, I may say the fluxion-process will en-
able every physician to potentiate his own remedies to
any degree desired, and in this regard, as from the
automatic nature of the process, it might well be called
self-potentiation, the usefulness of which is apparent,
| self-potentiation being as important to every good and
true physician as self-dispensation. '

The apparatus can be varied indefinitely, and 1 do
not confine myself to any specific kind of construction
of such. - | .

What I claim as my invention, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent, is— -f

1. Iffecting potentiation by the peculiar mode of di-
lution, ecalled fluxion, substantially as hereinbefore set
forth., | |

2. The process of potentiating by carrying the ve-
hicle to the bottom of a vial, by means of a tube or
jet, substantially as herein described. o

3. Producing infinitesimal gradual dilution in one
vial, by continuouns motion of the vehicle. -

4, Measuring the potentiating-vehicle before it en-
ters the vial, or other receptacle of the material to be
potentiated, for the purpose of ascerfaining the degree
of potentiation, as set forth.

5. Measuring the potentiating-vehicle by measuring
the liguid which flows away from the vial, or other re-
ceptacle of the material to be potentiated, to ascertain

“the degree of potentiation, as specified.
- - B. FINCKE, M. D.

Witnesses:
R. HERING,
B. SHERK.
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