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IMPROVEMENT IN THE MANUFACTURE OF OYSTER-KEGS.

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and niak:ing part of the same.

To all whom it may concern :

- Be it known that I, GEORGE FRAUENBERGER, of
Rochester in the county of Monroe, and State of New

York, ]J&VB invented certain new 'I.Ild useful Improve- |
ments in the Construction and Manufacture of Kegs,
2 and I do

which I ferm the *““Steamed-Bent Keg;
hereby declire the following to be a ful] clear, and
exact description thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawing of the same, making part of'
~ this gpecification, and in which—

Pigure 1 represents a view in perspective of a keg .
made from a straight prepared slab, Wlth the usual

heads and hoops. -
Figure 2 represents a sectional view of the slab
when bent to form the keg, showing the manner in
~ which the ends of the slab are brought together.
Figure .3 represents a view of a portion of the
stmlght-gmﬁved blank of which the keg is made.
_Barrels and kegs have been made from hollow cylin-
ders, turned off or rounded from- solid cylinders, and

then slitted, and a piece taken from or added to, as

may be requlred to bring the body to the proper dl—.
mensions.

They have also been made by cutting from the sur-
face of solid cylinders a seroll of proper thickness and
size, said scroll having a concave surface inside, and
‘the outer surface corr espondingly convex. -

I am also aware that barrels and kegs have been

made of a volute piece or pieces, having gore or wedge- |

shaped pieces cut from each end for the purpose of
forming the proper bulge to the bodv of the barrel,

but the method of constr uction embraced in these i in--
ventions is essentially different from that involved in

the constructionr and manufacture of the improvements
claimed as of my invention, which consists in produe-
ing a keg, as a new article of manufacture, from a slab
or slabs, shaped, grooved, steamed, bent, and fitted

with heads and hoops, in manner as heremaf’tel de-'

scribed.

In the accompanying drawings, the keg is repre-
sented. as bent, and made from a %mn'le straight ﬂ&t
slab, .

Flﬂ' 3 represents one end of this slab, which is cuf
or sawed from 2 solid, fiat block of wood, of proper
thickness, having gIOO‘FES C near eifher end, for the
reception "of the heads b of the barrel.

These grooves are cut entirely across the slab, par-
allel to the ends thereof, at the same operation by

which the slabs are formed of the proper length and

width, so that the grain of the wood shall be at right

ancrles to the grooves, and lengthwise of the keg, and

when bent, the strength of the wood will be in the di-
rection ot the length “of the keg, thereby adding to it

increased strength.
Tlle ends d tﬁf the slab which meet &nd form the

Jjoint a, when bent into- cyhndnca,l shape to form the
‘keg, are square, for & purpose to be presently dee
seribed. -

The slabs thus cut and grooved would not admit of
being bent into the desired form, as they would split
and crack under such an eperation.

- Po remedy this, therefore, the slabs -are subjected
to a bath of hot water, or steam until suﬁclently 86a-
soned and flexible to bend easﬂy with the grain of the
wood, thereby rendering ‘it tough and elastic. The

hot- bath not orly allows the slab to be bent, but

serves the equally important purpose of extmctm g the .
sap from the material, so as to render it entirely taste-

less, as well as modorous, thereby producing a keg

suitable for the preservation and transportation of raw

| oysters, fruits, &c., as articles of merchandise, without
| in the least degree lmpartln g to such articles any un-

natural flavor. |
The material thus soaked, steamed and seasoned

for the purposes described, is ready to be bent into

form, and in doing so, 1t will be seen that the pores of
the wood are eumrely closed on the inside surface by
the act of bending, which readily compresses the fibres
of the wood, imparts to it a hard, compact surface, and
tends to prevent the contents of the keg from being
absorbed by the sapless wood, which would be the case -

were it not for this sohdlty 1mparted to it by the act
of bending. |

This process also enables me to use pﬂrous WOOd
which eould not be done if the material were not thus
bent, because the pores of the wood, without such
bendm g, would remain 1n their natura.l state.

In bending the slab to form the keg, it.will be seen
that the inner edges d of its square ends only are
brought together, so as to form a V-shaped opening
at their junction. The object of this is to aliow the

_hoops to compress the two ends of the slab, so as to
make them bite into one another, and close the ‘joint

completely from the inner side,

This cramped joint could 1ot be obtained so we]l if
the ends of said slab were bevelled mstead of bemg
square. | ,

The slabs, as well as the heads b, may be placed in
a steam-chest, or in any other manner soaked, steamed,
and seasoned in a hot bath, being so placed as 0 ex-
pose their sides fully to the action of the steam or
boiling water.

The bending of the slab to form the keg may be
done by placing it between -rollers, and holding it so
that one revolution of the rollérs WIII give it the de-
sired form, or it may be done in any other-manner. .

" The slab thus bent i is removed, a truss h00p put on,
the heads put in, and the keg hoaped '_

One of the head& b may be provided with a bung--
hole, fitted with a bung in the usual manner.
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As an article of manufacture, it is apparent that
- kegs made from straight slabs, steamed and bent, pos-
sess many advanfages over, and are entirely different

from anything cut from solid eylinders, either of cylin- |
- drical or of volute form, because the operation of form- |
ing kegs by the latter process is not only materially |

difterent, one being cut it the required form; while the
- other is cut straight and bent into form, but the re-

sults produced by the steam or hot bath have never |-

-before been attained in the manufacture of kegs.

- For convenience and economy, I propose to use one
- or two slabs in the formation of a keg, and to make

any size and kind of keg or barrel desired.

- The grooved ends of the slabs are bevelled on the. _'
~outside, so that the hoops are forced thereon, for the |
- purpose of compressing said slab, thus forming a per- |-

manent seat for the hoops.
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- The slabs are about one-quarter of an inch in thick-

ness, and are cut from-a solid block of wood, in these

~thin layers until the block is entirely consumed.

1% will be seen, therefore, that when these thin slabs
are exposed to a bath of steam or boiling water, the
sap is easily extracted, and the slabs rendered pure
and seasoned. _' | |

Having thus described my improvement, :

I claim a keg made from slabs, shaped, grooved,

| steawned, bent, and fitted with heads and hoops, sub-
stantially as herein shown and described, as a new
article of manufacture. ; '

GEORGE FRAUENBERGER.

Witnesses: o
- GEO. EICHORN,
C. T. LEADLEY.
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