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JOHN H. FOSTER, OF CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA.

Letters Patent No. 93,869, dated August 17, 1869.

W

IMPROVEMENT IN CULTIVATOR-HOES.

- -

The -Sclh'edule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Jouy H. FosTER, of Char-
lottesville, in the county of Albemarle, and State of
Virginia, have invented a new aud improved Convert-
ible Hoe and Fork; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact description of the
construction and operation .of the same, reference
being had to the accompanying drawings, making a
part of this specification, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view, showing the instru-
ment adjusted as a hoe. - |

Figure 2 is a similar view, showing it adjusted as a
fork. - | *

‘Lhe object of this invention is to provide for public
use a simple and durable iustrument, which can be
adjusted to operate either as a hoe .or a fork,.and

whaich can at any time be readily changed from one

form to the other, as the work requires. ©
In the drawings— - S
H is the handle, provided at its lower epd ' ;with a
ptallie | ’ "« * . ! _J:!-'i?-'"' -
metallic head, H', of triangular shape, in whizly' is cut
a lateral L-shaped slot, 8 8§, and T T! T* aré the

pieces of metal that form the tines, each bejug an in-

dependent piece, bent, pointed, and shaped as shown,
aall 8o0-constructed that when arranged cae piece
within the other, the tines will come in the proper po-

readily understood from the drawings.

i.

S
Thus arranged, these pieces . T T, &e., (ke any Te-~

quired number,) are inserted into the slot s ¢, and

clamped rigidly therein by means of a wedge, or wedge

and block. o
When the instrument is to be used as a fork, they

st Yty

are inserted -into the upper part of fhe slot, in that
branch of it, shown at s, which extends in line with
the handle, as seen in fig. 2. The other branely, &, is
then filled up with a metallic block, B, and a wedge, v,
is.driven in at the end of the block, to hold it and the

tines in place.

When the instirument is to be used as a hoe or rake,
the pieces T T, &e., are inserted into the branch s of
the slof, which extends at right angles with the other,
and are confined .in place by inserting the block B in
the branch s, and driving the wedge into that part of:
the slot, at the angle and common to both branches,
as shown in fig. 1. o

The end of the block B may be grooved, so that
two of its terminal edges will slightly overlap the edges

of the slot, as shown at e¢'e, whereby the block will e

prevented from moving laterally. -
The wedges may, if any one prefers to do-so, be in-
serted at any part of the slot available for the pur-

pose, and one may be inserted at one place, another
ab another.

Having thus described my invention,
What I claim as new, and desire to sectuire by Let-

- ters Patent, is— |

A convertible hoe and fork, constructed with the

sy s , , | | independent tine-pieces T T &c., the slotted head H,
sitiorl to form a fork, rake, or hoe-head, 2s, will be |

the block B,and the wedges 2, all combined to operate

?ubsl,]t&nti_&lly in the manver and for the purposes set

orth. | |

| JOHN H. FOSTER.

‘Witnesses: | |

| M. M. Du Pre,
L. H. McCrLung.
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