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UNITED STATES

PAaTENT OFFICE.

JOSEPH BUCHTEL, OF PORTLAND, OREGOX.

PHOTOGRAPHIC-PLATE HOLDER.

Speciiication forming part of Letters Patent No. 93,669, dated Augnst 17, 1869,

To all whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, JOSEPH BUCHTEL, of
Portland, in the county of Mualtnomah, in the
State of Oregon, have invented anew and Im-
proved Pnotonm*)hm Tablet or Plate-Holder;
and 1 do her ebg, declare the following to be a
full and exaet description of the same, refer-
ence being bad to theaccompanying dr Awing s,
making, with the letters of 1‘0161‘61106 marked
thereon, this specification.

The ObJE‘Ct of myinventinn isto save wasted
material in photographic operations, and is
intended to supersede some constructions now
In use for the same purpose.

The practical photographeris oftenannoyed.

by the drippings from his sensitized plates,
(these drippings are principally nitrate of sil-
ver in soiution,) and often they fall on the
floor of the 01)@1‘:—1t0r’s room, damaging the

costume of his patron, and making disagree-

able black spots on his ear pet; and more, his
‘‘tablet’” or ‘‘plate-holder’’ is in a few yefm‘s
entirely reduced to rottenness in the lower
part, where these (in corners, &c.) drippings
accumulate.

This mvention is intended to obviate anoth-
er difficulty. 1In the tablet in common use
there are a number of frames—one inside the
other—each smaller than the first, and so
on, for the different sizes of glass, ferrotype-
phtes &e., which are commonly called ¢ 877
‘e 47 T 3 TINY 170 ¢e1 e s &C., there be-

1ng other ]ftrﬂer and smaller sizes, and {for |
aeh of these sizes there 18 a separate {frame

for plaeing in the tablet, the larger on the out-
side and continuing smaller to the center or
smallest size. Ior large cameras there are

eight or nine of these frames sometimes, and
by use and wear they sooner or later get “*out
of focus’’-~that is, some size intermediate will
be more used than the small ones, and so will

be made to approach the lenses, and, as a.

matter of course, thesmall ones will approach
in like manner, be they ever so true of them-
selves. The photographer, findinge his tablet
out of order, adjusts the image or ‘‘ground
glass’’ to the size heuses most frequently, and
the result 1s that neither his large nor small

pictures arc ‘‘sharp’’ or distinet, and, after a

time, finds himself in trouble all the time. To
obviate these disorders, the waste of his sil-
ver, the corrosion and eating of his tablet by

' the drippings,”and the usual wearing out of

focus, the device is principally contrived.

To enable others to make anduse the inven-
tion, the following reference to the drawings
will now be made.

Figure 1 18 a perspective view; and I'ig. 2,
vertical plan, looking from the top.

Ais the frame of the tablet; B, the ‘‘shield”’
or screen, which i1s drawn aside when the sen-
sitive plate 1s exposed; O, the door. Two
right and left pieces, I& and E', approach, each
from opposite sides of the tablet, on ways D
and D’,(aboveandbelow.) Two pltcher -lipped
vials, F' and F’, on the inside of whoselipsare
two Supportlnn -points, Liand I/, approach two
other supporting-points, H and H', ina dove-
tail groove, N and N'—one in either plece B
or E'. Allof the points LI/ H H  are thus ad-
justable in grooves up and down and from
right to left on the ways D D’, thus fitting any
size of glass or plate within the range of the
tablet. To affect the condition of focus, the
four points L ' H H/, being supported by the

pieces B K/, are made t0 appromch the lenses

by springs TJY J’, there being one at each
end of either piece B or |, workmn' againgst
the back side of the ways D and D', These
same pointsmoveifrom thelenses by the screw-
ing against the ways D D’ any of the screws
K K K’ K’ or all of them, the springs taking
up the lost motion and keepmg a firm ,bem‘mn

There are two springs, I I, which press the
pieces K E' downward against the way D, to
assist in keeping the pieceswhereverthey may
be placed. = The pitcher-lipped vials ' B are
firmly attached to a spring, G or G'. About
the middie of the length of these springs are
projections on either edge, which fit closely

""f

into the grooves N (dovet‘ul) or N'. When

the vials become full, they are raised up to the
opening M or M, (this opening being the dove-

tail cut away on eachside,) and taken outand
their contents poured into a proper bottle or
flask., The upper sapporting-points, H X,
are in like manner introduced into the dove-
tails through the openings B M. The sup-
portinge-points Ll L' H H'should be in the same
plane, and against these the sensitized plate
rests, as it now does on the corners of a com-
mon tablet. The projecting points L I/ are
altogether inside the lip of thevial. Theun-
der and rear ends of the posts II H' slope
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downward and toward the glass, so that a drop
would come totheglass were one onthem. In
cach end of the pieces E Ii is a groove large
enough to admib the springs, the piecesD D',
and the movements described relating to the
sCrews and Springs. ;
- What I claimas.my invention is— |
Lhe two movable upright pieces It I, with ;
their dovetail grooves N N, the four springs
JJJ J,and two springs, I T/, the vials F I, |

.
. .'I:'l:"{'.l--..,.l-

attached to'springs G G',thesevials and springs
made of India-rubber, glass, or other material

meorruptible by nitroussilver, theways D D',
‘the supporting-points L L' H H', with the
adjusting-screws K K IU' K, madeasdescribed,

and for the purposes set forth. |

. JOS. BUCHTEL.
Witnesses: - |
R. H. THOMPSOXN,
- C. B, TALBOT.
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