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TATES PATENT OFFICE.

IMPROVEMENT IN REVENUE-STAMPS FOR BARRELS.

[ra—

Specification forming part of Lettérs Patent No. 93,391, dated Augutt 3, 1869.

To all whom it may concern: = R

_ Be it known that I, EDWARD A. LOCKE, of
the city of Boston and State of Massachusetts,
have invented certain Improvements in Iden-

titying or Revenue Marks or Labels; and Ido

hereby declare that the following, taken in

connection with the drawings which accom-

‘pany and form part of this specification, is a
description of myinvention sufficient to enable
~ those skilled in the art to practice it. . .

~This invention is designed more especially
forusein sealing liquor-casks with identifying
marks or labels for revenue purposes, and in

~such amanner that while truly designating the
~contents of the cask, or giving such other in-

- dication as may be demanded, they cannot be
fraudulently removed. - |

Figurelrepresents a printed paper revenue--

stamp, the-circular portion at the right hand
- being the stamp proper, which is applied to the

cask or box, and the portion at the left hand

being the ¢stub,” or that portion retained by
the Government official. Fig. 2 represents a
Separate strip, which is shown in Tig. 1 as at-
tached at its left end to the stub of the paper

stamp proper, in such manner that its coupons

may bereadily cut off and permanently atfixed
- to the stamp proper when the latter is secured
to the cask. Fig. 3 represents a metallic piece
or strip, shown as detached, and before being
~applied to the stamp. =~ -

The main body of the sheet of paper being
printed substantially as shown, so as to des-
ignate by a letter of the alphabet, or other-
wise, the appropriate series, and with blanks

for the particular number of each series, and

also with a number indicating numbers of gal-
lons, &e., in tens, has also a series of numbers,

from one to nine,.inclusive, any one of which"

may be punched out by the proper official, in
accordance with the actual number of gallons
contained in the vessel. Thus, if 126 be the
proper number of gallons,and 120 be the whole
number printed upon the particular stamyp , the
officer, in order to indicate 126, would punch
through the digital number 6, both upon the
circular stamp and upon its “stub?” or coun-
tercheck. - o

The piece shown in Fig. S I prefer to make |

of thin metal, because more readily embossed
or impressed with permanent and ineffaceable

80 detached and applied to the stamp.
| to Indicate 126 gallons, 120 being the whole
number of the stamp, the coupon slip is cut off

| characters, and because less destructible in

handling and transmission, after it shall hayve
been torn away from the stamp. This piece

(also shown in part in Fig. 1) may be conven-

iently made of oblong, or any appropriate form,
1ts conditions being merely, so far as concerns

its shape, that it be of sufficient size to extend |
beyond the opening made in the paper for the

exposure of the letters and figures made on it,

1 and be capable of being retained in its place
between the paper and another backing-piece
‘of paper, the two pieces of paper being gummed

together for this purpose. This backing-piece

1 prepare with dried gum on its outer face, that
‘the stamp may be always ready by merely

moistening the gum, for instant application to

the cask.

~ The strip shown in Fig. 2, Isecure in partto
the left side of the paper, by gumming, its re-

maining portion, upon which are coupons for

the units, being dry-gummed on its under side,
S0 that when the proper number of gallons has
been determined, the officer, upon cutting off

the coupon at the figure designating the unit

or digital number required, may, by moisten-.
Ing it, instantly, and without cutting or injur-
ing the stamp, apply it to the stamp, while the
stub or remaining portion of the slip will corre-
spondingly indicate thereon just what has been
Thus,

between the numbers 6 and 7, and the piece so

cut off is moistened on the back and perma-
Tnently attached to the face of the stamp, the

6 being the significant figure of the coupon.
The mode of applying a stamp so made to a
cask may be, by way of greater protection

‘against liability to damage or ‘accident, as

shown and described in my Patent No.58,847—
that 1s, by boring a shallow depression in the
wood of the cask or case, and after affixing the
stamp by its gum to the bottom of this depres-
sion, then placing over it a ring having down-
turned edges, and, by pressing the same, forc-
ing its outer edgeinto the wood. Orthewood
may have an annular groove cut therein to re-
ceivethe edgeof the ring when so forced home.

Instead of making the removable piece out
of metal, or of making it in a piece separate

{ from the stamp,_ 1t may be made of the same
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piece of paper of which the stamp
posed, by simply having its outline perforated
after the manner of postage-stamps, but un-
ocammed at its back, so as readily to be torn
away and detached from the stamp.

Although I have shown and described a lin-
ing-paper, between which and the stamp or
surface-paper the metal slip is held, yet 1 may
dispense with such lining, and employ a thicker
paper for the stamp, the metal strip in such
case, if preferred, being confined or held to it
by having its ends pass through slits made in
the paper for such purpose. Or the metal piece
may have points or projections at its ends or
corners, or elsewhere, which may be forced or
passed through the paper and clinched on the
under side.

For the purpose of readily separating the
circular stamp from the sheet, I perforate it
about its periphery with any suitable slits,
cuts, or openings, adapted to the thickness or
texture of the paper. I also prefer to have
the stamp prepared with blanks and dotted
lines, on which the collector, gauger, and store-
keeper may place their signatures, as shown in
Fig. 1. .

It is to be understood that the metallic or
other slip, the stub or check part of the stamp-
paper, and also the stub of the coupon piece,
are all to be consecutively numbered alike tor
each alphabetical series, the capital letter A,
in the drawings, indicating the alphabetical
series, and thenumber immediately to the right
thereof indicating a number in the consecu-
tive numbers of such series.

is com- |

For convenience, I prefer to have the stamps,
after being printed, bound up in book form,
after the manner of merchants’ or bankers’
check-books. so that each stamp, as cut out,
shall leave in the book its corresponding mar-
oinal piece or stub, having thereon a record of
[etters, figures, marks, &ec., according with
those upon such stamps.

I claim— - |

1. A stamp, the body of which is made of
paper or other suitable material, and having
a removable slip of metal or other material,
displaying thereon a serial number or other

| specific identifying-mark corresponding with
| a similar mark upon the stub, and so attached

that the removal of such slip must mutilate or
destroy the stamp.
2. In a paper revenue-stamp for indicating
the contents of a cask,and having thereon a
number designating the number of gallons or
other measure, providing the stamp, and also
itsstuborcheck-piece, with corresponding digi-
tal numbers, to be punched out to indicate the
units, substantially as described. o

3. In combination, with a paper stamp hav-
ing a check-piece or stub, from which it is de-

tached when applied for use, a coupon slip,

whose coupons are to be secured to the face of
the stamp, as and for the purpose described.

EDWARD A. LOCKE.

Witnhesses:
J. M. DAVIDSON,
FrANK HAMILTON.
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