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IMPROVEMENT IN SEAL-LOCKS.

Tho Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.
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| 10 all whom it May CORCern

‘Be it known that we, JAME‘S E T OMSON end_

J AMES TILLINGHAST, of the city of Buffalo, county

of Erie, and State of Next York, have invented a cer-

$in Improved Seal-Lock for railroad - -cars; and we
do hereby declare that the following is a full, clear,
and exact description of our said invention, reterenee
being had .to the accompanying drawings, mekmg a
part of this specification.

- -In the transportation -of freight over connecting
lines of railroad, the same cars, and the freight with
which they are leaded are frequently' passed Trom the
care-of one company to that of another. -

. It is a matter of importance that such transfers
should be made without the necessity of inspecting
the contents of said cars at-each change, as great de-
lay and expense are occasioned. thereby, while it is of
still greater importance that each connecting company
should be insured against damage from. loss of freight
by theft or negligence and dishonesty of employees,
occurring upon the lines of either of its connecting
companies, and that a ready and sure means of tra-
cing such loss, and fixing the responsibility therefor
upon the company to which it proper ly belongs, should

be at hand.
- To accomplish these 1esults is the object of ourin-

vention; and

- The same consists in a certain combination of de-
vices by which an improved system for seal-locking
freight-cars is carriéd into effect, said devices being,
first, a locking-bar provided with a series of holes for
the reception of seals; and, second, a series of soft-
metal seals,. applied to eacld bar, a,nd impressed with
significant mmke, as will hewmettel more fully ap-
pear. |

. In the 1eeompa,ny1nfr drawings—

Figure I is a side view of our improv ed seal-lock. -
~ Figure II is an end or edge view of the slotted bow
which forms the main body of the lock.

Figure III is a side view-of the locking-bar, show-
ing the seals applied thereto, and impressed with their

significant marks.
Figure IV is an edge view of the same.

Like letters refer fo like parts. m each of the ﬁg .

ures.

made of metal, in a semicireular or seml-elhptleal form,
and has slots . (11 through each end, for the passage of

the locking-bar B
- A ring is also formed on this beda;r as shown.at @’

for the purpose of connecting it by a chmn to the body

of the car. .
The lbcking-bar B is a flat: meml bar, having a head,

b, at one end to prevent its being dmwn thleun'h the
slots in the how or bedy A, and a series of two, three,
or more holes, §%, at -its opposite end, to 1eeene the

sealing-rivets.
Che sealin o-rivets ave shewn at %3, &, these char-

“'l»
* .

A 1ep1 esents the mains body of the loek which is |
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actersalsorepresenting thesignificant marks impressed
upon the heads of the rivets. They are made of soft
metal, and before sealing have only one head, so that
they may be entered in the hole ¥ after Whleh a head
is upset on the other end, by eomprees’ion between a
pair of riv eting-pincers, w ‘hich also at the same time
impress upon the head of the rivet the significant
mark, so that said rivets cannot be removed, without
destroylng same, or mutilating said mark.

The system. under which the se&hng-rwete are ap-
plied and used is, briefly, as follows:

Each company of the connecting lines of railroad
adopts some significant mark (lettel numbeér, or,other
charaéter,) to designate its p&lthuI&I‘ road, and pro-
vides its employees with the proper tools for apply-
ing the sea1111W-11vete and impressing said mark there-

on,
A car being loaded with merehandlse whose destl-

| nation requires that it shotild pass th eugh the hands

of several dﬂferenteomp&mee and beingdulyinspected,
and its contents noted in bill of lading, is locked by

means described, and the significant mark of the com--

pany starting the car applied to the seal.
When received at the initial station of the conneet-

ing road, the seal is examined, and if found in order,
the car is passed on, after havmn‘ an additional seaﬂ

| with the mark or S‘“tld road, a,pphed to the loek—bal,

and so on until the car reaehee its destination.
The only inspection required at the passage of the

car from the care of one to that of another, is simply

te know that the seals of the company or companies
through swhose hands it has previously passed are in-
tact. If they prove to have been tampered with, the
car is opened, and its contents examined and. noted
and the car again sealed and forwarded on. Any Toss
of goods will thus be surely discovered before it leaves
the hands of the company in whose care it was at the
time of said loss, and, therefore, each company is ex-
empted from any respens1b111ty except for its own line.

It will nsually be most convenient to designate the

‘company by numbers, and the stations by letters. For

instance:
Hudson River No. 1, New York, staﬁuen A, seal

Albany, station B, seal

Bosten Worcester No. 2, Boston, St&thIlA seel
Worcester, station B, seal

Hayving thus described our invention, |

What we claim, and desire to secure by Lettelsf
Patent, is—

The eembmmg with the lockin g-bzu B a. series of
significant seals, 3, 1, &c., applied eubetentlally as and

for the pmpose herein set forth.
JAS. H. THOMSON

JAMES TILLINGHAST.
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- Witnesses: |
F. A. LANGWORTHY,
- B. H. MUEHLE. _
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