dnited States

iee.

=

WILLIAM HENRY TOWERS, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS.

Letters Patent N, o.-92,403,“ dated July 6, 1869,

-

IMPROVEMENT IN COATING HOOP-SKIRT WIRE.
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The Schedule referred to in ihese Letters Patent and makine part of the same.

To all to whom these presents shall come:

‘Be it known that I, WiLL1taAM HeNrY TOWERS, of
Boston, in the county of Suffolk, and Commonwealt)
of Massachusetts, have made an invention of certain
Improvements in the Preparation of “Hoop-Skirt?”
Wire; and do hereby declare the tollowing description

to embrace the points of novelty, as well as the mode.

of application, and the advantages of my invention.
The object of the invention to De herein. described,

is to diqpense with the mode, now universally adopted
of covering hoop-skirt wire, 50 called, which bhas been
eflected by emrelopmw it in & woven or knitted fabric,
and to produce a substitute for sueh covering, which
shall be much cheaper, more cleanly, and, in the end,
more ornamental. ,

The invenfion consists in japanning, enamelling,
painting, or otherwise treating the surface of hoop—-

gkirt wire, by which it shall be made to assume .the
appearance of being covered with a woven fabric.

when this has become partially dry, and while in a
“tacky” state, T pass the metallic strip through a pair

of rollers, proper 1y covered with cloth or other mate-.

rial, or otherwise prepared in stich manner as to Jeave

an impress upon the paint closely in imitation of the

aroven fabric now generally employed. |
It will not, however, in practice be found necessaly,

even if desua,hle, to unpmb this peculiar appearance
to the surface of the substance which is applied to the
metallic strip, as, at a little distance from the eye, the
effect in either case would be substantia lly the same,
and it would be difficult to determine which- the metal-
lic strip was, wvewd by the old mode or by that here-
in described.

Undoubtedly the most expeditious, as well as most

durable and ornamental mode of preparing hoop-skirt
~wire, under my invention, would be to SlleLDD lt- io

-

the well-known process of ,}a,pmnmng wnth a white pig-

Inent. -
Vma,tlons however in the material adupted, as

well as in the mode of applymfr it, may be made, with-

out affecting the character of my present 1mentlon

whiclt is mtenderl to include within its scope every
possible detail of covering, coating, or enveloping
hoop-skirt wire by means of pigments : of any nature,

or their eqmmlent material. .
Hoop-skirt wire treated as above, will be found to-

possess the characteristi: of extreme neatness, inas-
much as it may be washed thoroughly at any time,
after becoming soiled; of cheapness, becanse 1ts pig-
ment-emrermfr may be applied at a much less expendi-

ture of time and cost in material than is now required.
to enclose it in a woven fabric; and of neatness and.
elegance, because the hoops compused of it are of less
bulk and more nearly invisible, and because the rag-

ged, soiled, and ravelled appearance, now fmquently

In cairying out my invention, in one form of its | presented by tlie wearing out of a woven covering

manifest varions modes of ada,pmtlon I apply to the

" outer surface of a strip or ribbon of metallic hoop-skirt |
wire ‘of ordinary production, one or more coats of
paint, or other analogous pigment or composition, and |

avoided.
Having thus described the nature of iy inv ention,

and its characteristic advantages, ._
~ What I believe to be novel and 011g1m1 with my-
self, as well as desirable and useful to the public, and
desire to secure by Letters P.;Ltent of the Unifed
States, is as follows:

1. I elaim coating or covering 1100p-skut wire with
compositions, substantially such as herein described,
S0 as to dlspense with the necessxty of ﬁbrous cover-

- lnﬂ'

9. I claim the improved skirt-wire or spr mg, formed
by pmntmg, ehamelling, japanning, or otherwise coat-

mg, substantially as described.
‘3. I claim the process, herein described, of formmg

hoop-skirt wire by cmtln and the p.‘:'LSSlI}fF between
rollers, so as to imitate a woven fabric, such as herein
described.
Witnesses: | TOWERS.
I3, H. HEWINS, -
IFrED. CURTIS.

WM. H.
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