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IMPROVEMENT IN MARLINE-SPIKES.
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. The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same-

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, FREDRICK FIiSHER, of Rock-
land, in the county of Knox, and State of Maine, have
_invented certain Improvements in Marline-Spikes, of
which the following is a full, clear, and exact deserip-
tlon, reference bemn' had to the accompanying draw-
ings, makmg part ot this speelﬁcatwn In which—-

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a marline-spike,

of my improved construction..

Figure 2 is o longitudinal section, thmurrh the cen-

tre of the same. .
Figure 3. illustrates the manner of using my im-

proved marline-spike.

Marline-spikes employed in Sph(}lllﬂ'l{}p& htwe here-

tofore been made solid (with or without an enlarged

head) from a single piece of metal.
This counstruction, however, is GbJect1011able for the -

foilowing reasons :

When the point of the m;uhne sp1ke has been with-

drawn from the opening which it bas formed between

" the strands where the splice is to be made, the open-

ing is apt to elose before the end of the Spllc'.mfr-stl.lml
can be inserted, owing to the strong tendency exerted
by the strands t0 recover their al*iginal twisted posi-
tion, and it frequently happens that the opening has
to be re-formed several times before the splicing-
strand can be successful]} interlaced - .-.md ]md as de-
sired.

Again, the end of the strand to be inserted w ithin
the opemn in the wmajority of cases, requires to be
¢ Whipped” in order to avoid the “fagging” or un-
ravelling of the fibres; otherwise it would be extmmely
difficult to introduce it within the {')peninn' between
the strands of the rope.

To avoid the above-mentioned dlﬂ“mu]tu,s is the
~object of my invention, which -consists in a marline.’
spike having the whole or a portion of its length
made hollow for the reception of the end of the sti aud
to be spliced between the strands of the main or
standing portion of the rope, the marline-spike being
pmwded or not, with o separate head, which may be
readily remov ed so as to allow the Iermmmg or chief
po:twn of the 111.-.11]11’16—8]}11\0, with the end of the
strand in its hollow portum, to be pushed entirely
through the opening ; the head, if one be emploved,
being previded with a hole for the passage of a lan-
- yar d, by which the marline-spike.is suspended from
the neck of the person using 1b.

To enable others skilled in the art to understand
aud use my invention, I will proceed to describe ﬂ]b
mangner in which I hzwe carried it out.

In the sald dl awings—
A represents my 1mpr0ved mmhne-sl)lke the in-

terior, ¢, of wlneh, from 4 to 5, is made hollow, as
seen in fig. 2, and is provided mth a screw-thread, 6,
near its-top, for the reception of a correspondmfr-
thread on the lower portion of & removable head, b,
having a hole for the passage of the ordinary hnym d |
by wlnch the marline-spike is suspended or carried.

These marline-spikes may be made of various
sizes, to adapt them to ropes {Lml lmes of dlﬂ‘arent
diameters.

When the 0pemt10n of spllcmn' is to be per formed
the point of the marline-spike is inserted between tlle
strands, and pressure is applied to the head b until
the instrument is nearly forced through the opening, as

| seen in fig. 3, when the head may be removed, and

the end ut the strand ¢ to be inser ted, is laid mto the

| hollow portion «, after which the instrument is draw I

thmun']], carrying the strand ¢ with it into the desired
position, and I am thus enabled to avoid the loss of

time mvolved in “whlppnw” the strand and fre-
-quently making the opening in the mpe through which

1t 1s to be p‘tShed ,
- By making my m‘u]me-splkt, holiow for a pmtmn -

or the nlmle of its length, the guantity of metal

therein is materially diminished, consequently render-.
ing it lighter and more conv (.,uu,nb to handle, and {Lhu. |

leducmw its cost. |
It is-evident that any suitable .catch or ﬁtstunnn |

may be employed, instead of a screw, for securing the |
head in place, and an opening for thie Ianyard may be
made through the top ot the head, instead of through
its side, in whlch case, the end ot the. Ianyard, a.ttm
being pas:aed tlm)ufrh is knotted, or a muvdlmu eye
may be attached to t]l{.. top of thu head, to pw\.ult
the lanyard from being twisted by the lm"olutwus of

the marline-spike.

Claim,

“What I claim as my mveutlun, aml desue to secure -

-by Letters Patent, is—
" A IIl’LPlllle-bpll(e, A, made hollow 1‘01 @ pmtmn or
the whole of its lb‘ll”tll, and provided or not with a

“removable head, &nbsmutml]y as and for the p111 pose
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Witnesses: |
N. W. STEARNS,
W.-J. CAMBRIDGE. -




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

