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IMPROVEMENT IN VELOCIPEDES.

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

Lo all whom it may concern

‘Be it known that I, LymAx F. HODGIJ of I’onnh-
keepsie, in the county of Dutchess, and State of New

~ Xork, have invented a new and useful Improvement

in Veloupedes ; and I do hereby declare that the fol-

lowing is a full, clear, and exact deseription thereof,

‘which will enable GthEIS skilled in -the art to m..tke

and use the same, reference being had to the accom-

panying dr &mngs, forming part of this specification.
This invention relates to new and useful improve-

ments in velocipedes, having particular reference to

the steering-gear, and the method of operating the

scribed.

In the accompanying sheet of dmmngs-—-—-

Figure 1 rem esents a vertical side section of the
steering-apparatus, embracing a portion of the reacl,
together with the brake, the sectmn bemg thwun'h
the line = z of fig. 2.

- Figure 2 is a top view of the same. ST

Flgule 3 is a cross-section of fig. 1, through the line

Y Y, shomng the method of keepmg the steermg-post_

tight in its socket.

Similar letters of ref’erence indicate correspnndmg
parts. | -
A 1epresents the reach
B is the socket of the steerlnrr-post

O is the steering-post, the lower portion of nhlch-
is bisected, with the legs passing down on each side of

the steexmtr-wheel to the axle. Above the socket it

“is also hlb&bt&d with the arms spread for supportmw.

the steenng—bal

This construction -of the steerlnmpnst does nat dif- |

fer materially from that of ordinary v elocipedes.
D is the steering-bar, with handlés upox either end,
as indicated in red color.
- In ordinary velocipedes, the brake-strap E is wound
around the bar, by revolvi ing the bar by means of the
handles..

This action is neeessm'ﬂy slow, and the purchase
abtamed by grasping the hdndles is, of comse, small

»—o il -—

To render the operation of the brake F more sud—

‘den and effectual on the wheel, I attach short thumb-

levers, g g, to the bar, which ltﬁbt between the thumbs

-and fore-tingers of the hemds, and g é.,th‘: a lever-pai cha,se'
on the bar.

Mo render this aetion qulck I attach a shont lever.,
h with a loop for the brake-strap L. -
~ By this arrangement the action of the brake is
rendered instantaneously effective with a slight exer-
tion of force.
The socket B is a solid tubuhr plece and forms.

| p:m: of the reaeh.
-~ brake, and consists in the construction, arrangement, |
| and comblnatmn of parts, as heremdfter more tully de-—_

At its lower end it ls chambered out for ﬂ.’ﬂ ad-

' justable box, as seen at t, which box is in two parts,
each part being provided witha Set-screvw, j, for tight-

enmg up the boxes on the steering-post, and produc-
ing.the friction necessary to keep the post steady and
prevent the constant vibration of the bar, so tiresome
to the armns of the rider, especially when the parts
becomie loose from wear. This a.lranfrement 1S - seen
in fig.- 3. v |

By ﬁlese improvements the manwement of the |

velocipede is rendered easy and agreedble

‘Having thus descr ibed my invention,
I claim as new, and des1re to secure by Letters

| Patent—

1. The thumb-levers g g, in combination with the
steermm—-b&r of a veloeipede, substantially as and for
the purposes described.

2. An adjustable. box or bush in the Sﬂcket of the
steering-post of a velocipede, 5ubstantmlly as and’ ior
the purposes described. | : |

3. In combination with the bar D the]uop-]ewer h,
for the brake-strap E, substantially :Lta desecribed. N

The above qlwuhmtmn of my mventmn signed by
me, thls 10th day 0t May, 1869.
| -~ LYMAN F. HODGE.

- VWitnesses:
FRANK BLOCELEY
- (. L. TOPLIFF.
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