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* _IMPROVEMENT IN CARTRIDGE-BOXES. _
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Lo all whom it may concern : . . | alternately, one above the other, so that they may be
Be it known that I, JoaN R. McGINNESS, of the | the more readily grasped and extracted with the fingers.
city of Washington, and District of Columbia,-have | I groove the ends of the block, and screw in these
lnvented-a new and useful Improvement in Cartridge- | ends the Inetallic plates h, iaving a slot, 4, cut in them,

Boxes, of which-the following is a-full, clear, and exact | to slide in the two studs k, riveted. near the top of the o

description, reference being had to the annexed draw- | leather ends of the box, upon which studs the block o

1ngs, making a part of this specification, ang in which— | may be slid up and down, turned or revolved com- -
Figure 1 is a perspeetive view of m y improved car- | pletely over, so as to expose the lower tier of car-

tridge-box; e o] tridges, . o R .

Figure 2, a similar view of the same, showing the | I construct, on the end of the hox, a small pouch, a,
act of ‘turning the perforated ‘block, so as to expose | to hold the: screw-driver, antother of which may be
the lower tier of cartridges;andi= i~ . ..+ | placed on the opposite end, to hold the tumbler-punch.
" Figure 3,-a similar view of ‘tiie block-in ‘position, | . I place on the block a leather flap, I, which is tacked,
' -serewed, or otherwise fasténed on one side, lapped over

KarE
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exposing the lower tier of cartridges ready for use,

also showing the small pouch @, to. hold the serew-
driver, o -

The object of my invention 1S so to construct a
;cartridge<box that it may-contain ‘a double row of
~cartridges, either of which rows may: readily be ex-

posed or placed in position for ext action, while the

- cartridges are prevented from dropping out, and also

- brotected from liability to accidental explosions; to’

which ends, o | |

My improvement consists in 4 novel method of com-
bining, with a cartridge-box a reversible cartridge-
receptacle, swivelling on studs or trunnions, moving in
a slotted guide, the receptacle being provided with a
buttoned flap, to prevent the dropping df the car-

tridges, and the box having a ledge in'froht, to pre-

vent the receptacle from being jolted out: by the move-
ments of the soldier’s body. o

In order to carry out the object of m y'iéygw;eutidﬁ, I

‘eonstruct a leather box in the usual way, but’ having
a flap, I, shorter, by preference, than those usually
made, which flap is fastened down by the button ¢

riveted to the outer 'wall of the box, or at its bottom

The object of shortening the flap. I, is to enable it
to assuine a more vertical

I dispense with the usual inner flap, and place the
ears 4 on the outside flap. = - R

I cut away the upper portion-of the outer wall of
the box formerly used in the United Stateg army, so
as to facilitate the turning of ‘the ~petﬁ1;fateﬁl block f,
and yet leave a ledge, ee ¢, near the bhottom, to pre-

vent the block from swinging outward natil litted from

the box. |

The cartridges are contained in a receptacle, in this

lnstance, composed of -a wooden: block, . f, of a size
sutlicient to contain a double row .of hole siin ath«}s? upper

and lower sides of the block, the holes beit}g‘-pamllel |

- with the grain of the wood, to insure greatep strength

s8N | position: when unbuttoned,
and be out of the way of withdrawing the cartridges. |

the end, and fastened by a button, m, on the other
side, 80 as to support the lower tier of cartridges in

‘the act of turning the block This flap, when the

lower tier of cartridges is turned up in position ready

{or using, is tacked down between the block and upper

flap or cover. In this position it will be out of the

way 1tself, and will also tend to support the outer flap,

and keep it in-a vertical position, so as not to impede
ready access to the cartridges. S

The block should be so suspended on the studs % as
not to allow the lower tier to rest on or touch the bot-

tom of the box, to insure against accidental explosion,

and to prevent the weight of the upper tier of car-

tridges from resting on the lower tier, which might

loosen the bullets.
The block being in position, as in fig. 1, but having

| all the cartridges in the upper tier expended, and it
being desired to place the block, as in fig. 3, to expose

the lower tier, it is draiwn upward till the studs strike.

the bottom of.the slots, and vevolved outward from

the body, as shown in fig. 2, and again slid upward

sufficiently far_to allow the empty end to be inserted
into the box, over the outer wall, which is made low

for this purpose.. - _ ,
Tlre block is then dropped into thie box, and securely
held there by ledge e. ' |

The present regulation cartridge-box, for paper car-

tridges, may be made_to conform to this box by follow-

ing the foregoing directions. -

~Idonot elaim broadly, under thi application, the
use of a reversible block, nor of a flap. . _'
What 1 claim as my invention, and desire to secure .
by Letters Patent, i - |
The combination, as set fort
oted cartridge-receptacle with
for the purposes specified. )
JNO. R. McGINNESS.

of the reifersible. piv-
%he restraining-ledge,

in the partitions between them, R T "Witnesses : | o G
. 1 bore every other hole a little: deeper ﬁh&' the ad- W. 8. SMoor, | G
Jacent one; in order that the cartridges may stand up J. P. KELLER,. ' . SR
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