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SEBEUS C. MAINE, OF BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. |

IMPROVED CABINET-BEDSTEAD.

- -Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 91,244, dated June 15, 1869,

To whom it may concern :

Be 1t known that I, SEBEUS C. MAINE, of
Boston, county of Suffolk, and State of Massa-
chusetts, have invented an Improved Cabinet-
Bedstead; and do hereby declare the follow-
ing to be a full, clear, and exact description
thereof, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 represents my bedstead folded in
perspective. IKig. 2 shows longitudinal sec-
tion of bedstead extended. Tig. 3 shows sec-
tional plan view of wing or sides being folded.
Kig. 4 shows the balancing-spring used in my
improved bedstead. Fig. b is a rear view of
my bedstead, looking to the front, showing op-
eration of wings.,

The object of my invention is to produce a
cabinet-bedstead that when extended there
shall be no appearance of a case left standing,
and that when folded the bedstead shall be
cased and have the appearance of being a
book-case, secretary, or kindred piece of furni-
ture, with no resemblance to a bedstead; and
to 8o construct a cabinet-bedstead to secure
these results that the case shall be self-clos-
ing—that is, shall close automatically when
the bedstead is turned up—and also that the
casing shall be removed when the bedstead is
turned down, and the closing and opening of
the case be done by the movement to turn up
or extend the bedstead.

The nature of my invention consists in an
antomatically opening and closing case—that
18, opening and closing without special atten-
t1omn.

In the drawings, A is the bottom of the bed-
stead, being the front of the cabinet when
bedstead is turned up. B is the head-board,
B’ the foot-board, of the bedstead. X is an
arm or side to a case, containing supports for
shaft or roller, together with spring for bal-
ancing the bedstead. I has rounded corners
B/, Dis a wing attached by hinges to the side
L& of the bedstead. G is aroller or shaft fixed
to lower part of bedstead, and turning in
supports K.

For balancing the bedstead, in order to fa-
cilitate the raising and lowering of the same,
I use the springs.and shaft or roller patented
by myself, in patentfor cabinet-bedstead, March
19,1867, or the device shown in the drawings—
that 1s, coiled spring S, contained in receptacle

' h, which is fastened by a lip, o, to the bottom

of the case F.

The strap, chain, or cord m is attached to
the lower part of the spring S, and extends
up through the spring and through the top of
case h, then winds around the shait G, as
shown in Fig. 2; or this strap may be attached
to the bedstead-frame at any convenient part.
The spring is shown in its contracted condition.
Now, when it is desired to raise the bedstead,
a slight outlay of strength at the foot will carry
it to its upright position, (shown in Fig. 1,) for
the action of the spring is to draw the bed-
stead up. The spring also retards the motion
in extending the bedstead, so that no special
amount of strength is required to hold the
bedstead from coming down too rapidly. The
spring S and case I are shown more plainly 1n
Fig. 4.

c% is a shelf, attached by hinges to the end of
the bedstead-frame A’. This shelf serves to
hold pillows when the bedstead is extended,
and to close the space between the bedstead-
frame and the head-board. b is a door orlid,
which closes the space below the bedstead-
frame when thé bedstead is up. The shelf «
and lid b act automatically. -

L is a finish when, the bed is up; but it has
the supports I/ attached to each end. This
part is attached to the foot end of the bed-

| stead-frame by hinges, and when the bedstead

is lowered it assumes the position shown in
Fig. 2, and the supports I’ become the legs ot
the bedstead. This action is secured by means
of the strap ¢ extending from ¢ to L. When
the bedstead is lowered the strap ¢ draws
around the end of the bedstead-frame at d,
and brings the finish I and supports L/ to the
position shown in Iig. 2.

The construction of my improved bedstead
having been described, its operation is as fol-
lows: The bedstead is closed or turned up, as
in Fig. 1. Its appearance now is that of a
book-case, secretary, or kindred piece of fur-
niture, in any style of finish and design which
may be desired. When it is wished to pxtend
the bedstead, lower the whole by drawing the
bedstead to the front from the top. The wings
D gradually and quietly fall to the side of the
bed-frame. The shelf ¢ rises and takes the po-

 gition shown in Fig. 2. The finish L and sup-

ports L are drawn to a perpendicular position,
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