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SELF-ADJUSTING SWITCH FOR STREET-CARS.
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Tho 8chedule referred to in these Lettere Patent and making part of the same.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, WinLiAM L. Y ANTIS, of Browns-
ville, in the county of Saline, and State of Missounri,
have invented a new and useful Improvement in Self:
Adjusting Railroad - Switches; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription thereof, which will ena,ble others skilled in
the art to.make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying dra.wmg, forming part of this
specification, in which—

Figure 1 represents a portion of a rellroad-track to

which my improv ed switch has been attached.
~ Pigure 2 is a view of the under side of my improved
switch-block.

Stmilar letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts. ~
My invention ha,s for its object to i improve the con-

~ struction of switches or turnouts, so that they may be |
self-operating, not- requiring the service of a switeh- |

man, and, at the same time, may be safe eud reliable,
being a,lwa,ys in proper position; and
It consists in the smteh-blecks constructed and op-

erating in the manner hereinafter more fully described.

A represents the rails of the main track;.

B represents the rails of the switch - tmek npon
which the cars pass when movmg from 11ght 0 left ;
and -

- C represents the rails of the frack Upen ‘Whl(}h the
carg pass when moving from left to right..

Each rail is notched where the rails of the other
track cross it, to allow the flanges of the wheels to con-
veniently cross, as shown in fig, 1. °
- Inthe angle where the branch tracks meet the main

track, is pivoted a biock, D, which is made in about

e

the form shown in the dr rawings, varying shghtly, ac-
“cording as the curve is more or less sharp.

The bleeks D rest upon and are pivoted to bed-plates
or washers securely attached to suitable supports. |
The blocks D are provided with coiled or other
springs, B, the form or kind of which is immaterial,
and which are designed to be so connected with the
blocks D as to hold the said blocks in position to guide
the cars to the right-hand switch-track, as they ap-

proach the switch from either direction. |
As the cars pass from the switch to the main traek
in either direction, the ﬂ&egee of the wheels stmke |

“against the block D, and push it around into-the posi-

tion shown in' red in fig. 1, allowing the cars to pass
on unohstructed. . .
As soon as the block D has been relea,sed from the

car-wheel, the spring E- Ievolvee it back to its former

position.
With switches eonstrueted in accordance mth thts

-invention, no switchman is required, and, at the same

time it will be impossible for the cars to take the wrong
direction, thus making them entirely safe.

Hayving thus described my invention,

. What I claim as new, and desu'e 1o secure by Let-

ters Pafent, is—

The pwoted switeh-block D, cenetructed substan-
tlelly ag herein shown and deserlbed and provided with
a coiled or equwa.lent spring, In combination with the
rails of the main and emtch-traeks as and for the pur-

WILLIAM L. _Y'ANTIS.

. pose set forth.

- Witnesses:
- MASON BROWN,
<. 8. REMBERT.
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