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IMPROVEMENT IN BREECH-LOADING FIRE-ARMS.
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The Schedule referred te in these Letters Patent and making part of the same,

Be it known that I, ABisaE C. STEVENS, of the
city of Hudson, in the county of Columbia, and State
of New York, have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in the Constraction of Locks for Breech-Load-
ing Fire-Arms; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description of the
construction and operation of the same, reference being
had fo the acnexed drawings, making a part of this
specification, in which— o

Figure 1 is a longitudinal left-side view or elevation
of my improved lock, when the same is uncocked, or
when 1t and all its parts may be said to be in their

normal positions, (the side of the case being removed )
- Figure 2 is a longitudinal left-side view or elevation
of this lock (the side being removed)when it is cocked
ready to strike.

Figure 3 is an exterior view of the right-hand side.

of this lock.

Like letters on each of the figures indicate like parts.
~ The nature of my invention consists in so construct-
Ing and combining the several parts of a lock for breech-
loading fire-arms, that the breech is opened, the car-
tridge-case drawn, and the gun cocked, allin one motion;
- and also in locking or bracing the breech firmly against
the recoil in discharging the gun, by inserting a wedge,
or bracing-block between the cock and the frame of
- the lock, by the operation and agency of the main
spring. S

- T'o enable those skilled in the art to make and use
my invention, I will proceed to describe its construc-
 tion and operation. | |

-1 construct the breech A in the usual mManner, SCrew-
ing the barrel into it at R, leaving sufficient room at
the opposite end for the cartridge b. | -

The cock-C is made in the form, or substantially in
‘the form represented in figs. 1 and 2, and works on the
Same centre or pin L, as the tumbler T, and is pro-
vided with a catch, or hook, a, for withdrawing the
cartridge b, and also with a firing-pin, P. o
- To the end of the main spring G is firmly attached
the wedge, or bracing-block B, made in such form, and

of such size, as to fit and fill up the space between the-

back side, or heel of the cock and the frame-block F.
~ The purpose of this block is to firmly support the

lock at the time of the discharge, and prevent a re-
- coil, which it does by being thrown into position by
the main spring, just before the discharge takes place.

The striker 1 is attached to the hammer H, so as
to strike the discharge-pin P, and thus cause the ex-

plosion of cartridge b, and produce the discharge of'

the gun. :

The- slot K in the side of the frame, made to accom-
modate the striker I in cocking the gun, will be closed,
or cased on the inside of the frame, so as to make it
perfectly tight, and prevent anything getting into the
lock. | | .

T'he stirrup, or link S, which connects the end of the
‘main spring @&, whereon the brace-block B is carried,
with the tumbler T, works on a pin at each end. .

In this coustruction, notwithstanding the tumbler

i -

is separate from, and independent of the cock C, yet
both work on the same centre, or pin L. -

This lock will operate equally well by the sear D,
or dog H, working in the cock, or in the tumbler, or in
both together, and therefore the notehes d d, &c., are
shown on both. (Seefigs. 1 and 2.) -

- I design having the frame of mylock made of mal-
leable or of wrought-iron, and the block ¥ elongated
and extended back, tapering gradually, until its lower
line strikes the upper edge of the frame, at a distance
of about three inches from the front end or head of
the block, so as to make it perfectly solid and safe
agalnst recotil. | |

What I call the normal condition or position of this
lock, and of its several parts, is represented in fig. 1.

By one single motion the breech is opened, the car-
tridge drawn, and the gun cocked; and these are all
etiected by simply drawing back the hammer H, as usual
In cocking an ordinary non-breech-loading gun, and at
the same time the tumbler T, which is connected by
the stirrup, or link S to the main spring G, withdraws
the wedge, or brace-block B, and when cocked, these
parts take the positions shown in fig, 2. . |

The cartridge b is now inserted in the breech, and

- the finger applied to the trigger, or sear D, as usnal,

withdrawing the dog B from the notch d, when, the
cock being free, is thrown forward with all the force
of the main spring @, while at the next moment the
striker I, carried by the hammer H, strikes the firing,
pin P, exploding the cartridge b, and discharging’the
gun, when the several parts of the lock again réturn
to the places or positions represented in fig, 1. |
A gun with this lock can be discharged with greater
rapidity, and with less exertion than with any other .

lock now made.

~“What I claim as my invention, and desire to secure
by Letters Patent of the United States, is—

1. The combination and arrangement of hammer
H, cock G, hook d, tumbler T, and wedge-block B, so
that the wedge-block B may be withdrawn, the breech
A opened, and the spent cartridge b drawn, all at once,

and by the single operation of cocking the gun, as or

substantially as hierein set forth.

2. Locking and bracing the breech firmly against
recoll just before the striker I strikes the firing-pin P,
by means of the wedge-block B, attached to the main
spring (3, substantially in the manner herein set forth

3. 1'he combination of cock C and tumbler T, both
working on the same centre or pin I, substantially in
the manner and for the purpose set forth. |

- 4. The combination and arrangement of tumbler

Ly cock G, notches d d, &e., and dog E, so that the

.| lock may be operated equally well by the latter work-

Ing in the tumbler, orin the cock; or in both together,
substantially in the manner and for the purpose here-
in set forth. |

ABIJAH C. STEVENS. N
Witnesses:

SHERMAN VAN NESs,
- ALEX. 5. RowLny.
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