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WILLIAMA FENN, OF ROCHESTFR NEW YORK ASSIGNOR TO HIM-
SELF AND HENRY B. BEACH OF SAME PLACE.

Lettﬁrs Patent No. 89, 299 dated Apml 27, 1869.
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IMPROVEMENT IN OIL-CANS.
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The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.
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To all whom it-may concern :

Be it known that I, WILLIAM A. FENN, of the elty‘_

of Rochester, in the county of Monroe, and State of
New York, have invented a certain new and useful
Improvement in Cans for Household Use in Holding

Liquids; and I do hereby declare that the followmg.

is a full and exact description thereof] reference being
had to the accompanying dr awm gs, &king part of this
speclhmtlon in which—

. Pigure 1 is a section of my improvement.

Flgmu 2 aplan.

Figure 3, a view of the cut-off gate detached.

Like letters of reference indicate corresponding parts
in all the figures.

My invention consists in the application of a ven-
tilating and cut-off attachient to a can, for contain-
~ ing hqulds constructed, substantially as hereinafter

set, forth.

~ In the drawings—

A represents a can of ordinary construction, hav-
mfr a serew-top, or cover, B, such as is employed in
comnmon oil-cans. -

On top this-cover I secure, by soldenng or other-
~ wise, a small eylinder, C, containing two disks, a a,

of cork or other packing, ﬁlhnrr the body of bylll](ltﬂ |

Between these packings rests a circular gate, b,
with a stem, ¢, projecting out through the side -of the
cylinder and resting-in a slot, 4, of sufficient extent
~ to allow a degree of lateral mﬂmon

Through the packing and through the gate, are
made two hioles or passages, f ¢, the “first correspond-
ing in position with the spout h, attached to top of

cylinder G, and the latter with a hole, i, in the top of
cylmdel and 2 vent-tube, &, which extends down into
the body of the can, and preterably, but not necessa-
rily, turns up on the back side, as clearly shown.

The action of this device will be readily understood.
When the gate is turned in one pOSlthIl, the passages
f g will coineide with the parts k¢ k&, and the liguid
will pass out of the one, and the air into the other, to
fill the vacuum, thus insuring a clear and steady flow.
- When turned in phe other position, both passages will

' ~ be cut off, and the contents closed against evapora- |
This is especially effective in cans for holding.

tion.

kerosene oil, which is very ethereal in its charactel
and requires tD be kept. very close.

-I am aware that in various devices, provision is
‘made for ventilation in drawing the liquid. I claim
nothing broader than a gate, or ¢lide, employed in
combination. with a packing, having two passages |
that eject the liquid from the one, and admit air |

through the other, as before described. I prefer the
form shown, but various modifications or changes may
be made without changing the nature of the inven-

tion. | |

By the attachment of this device to the cover in-
stead of the can, the simplest, most compact, and
cheapest form is secul ed. The cover<can be removed
from place with the greatest facility, and when thus
remnoved, the can is entirely free from any iinpedi-
ment, such as the ordinary spout, and can be ﬁlled_
as easily as if no such arrangement were used. Still,
it desirable, the improvement may be attached to the
can itself instead of the cover.

A small spring, p, rests beneath a. follower, j, be-
neath the packing «, the object of which is to press
the packing up, as shown in fig. 1. This serves to
keep the joint between the pa,c[{mg and the gate al-
ways tight. In order to insure the proper action of
the vent, the air tube k is attached to this loose fol-
lower. |

I am aware that a combined stopper, or valve to
the spout, and a vent, have been before employed,
as shown in patent No. 71,887.

I am also aware that a sunple. vent has been before
employed, as in patent No. 76,802; but I am not
aware that these effects have ever been produced in
an arrangement like mine,

What I ¢laim as my invention, and desu'e to secure

by Letters Patent, is—

1. The employment in an oil or other can, of a turn-
ing or sliding gate, b, used in combination with pack-
ing a, and so &rranged as to perform the double effect
of opening both the spout passage and the vent at one
action, and vice versa, substantially as herein described.

2. The oombmatmn with the cover of an oil or
other can, of a spout, h, a vent, k, and a cut-off de-
vice, b, substantially as herein set forth. |

3. The arrangemeiit of the eylinder C with spout h,
the packings « «, the gate b, and the air-tube £, sub-
stantially as and for the put pose specified.-

4. The combination, with the packings « «, of the
follower j and spring , operating in the manner and
for the purpose specitied.

5. Attaching the vent tube k to the follower ], in
the manner and for the purpose specified.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto signedtny

name in the presence of two subscribing witnesses.

| WM. A. FENN.
Witnesses: |
-~ R. F. Oscoop,
Geo. W. MiaTr.
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