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L. A. LINDSEY AND J. K. O’SULLIVAN OF JACKSON MISSISSIPPI
Lettefs Patent No. 88 647, dated Apml 6, 1869.
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IMPROVED PR‘U‘IT—CRATE _

PUPP S —

The Schoedule referred to in these Letters Pﬁtent and making part of the samo.

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that we, L. A. LINDSEY and J.F.O’SUL-

LIVAN, of Jackson, in "the county of Hinds, and State

of MlSSlSSIppl have invented anew and useful Improve--

ment in Crates; and we do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a fu]l clear, and exact description thereof,
which will enahle othérs skilled in 'the art to make a;ud

-use the same, reference being had to the aecompanymg

dra,wmgs formin o part of this specification. .
This invention relates to improvements in packa ges
for shipping fruit, vegetables, poultry, and for other pur-

poses, whereby it i designed to provide crates of sim-

ple and cheap con struction, which may be readily folded,

8o as to occupy but little space when it is desired to

transport them empty or to store them.
~ Pigure 1 represents a plan view of our 1mpr0ved
crate, when partially folded;

Figure 2 Iepresents the s'ame, when - completely.

folded ; and
Flgure 8 represents an end view of ﬁg 1.
Similar letters of reference indicate like parts.
“'We propose to form our improved crates wholly, ex-

cept the metal fastenings, of rectangular bars of wood, -
and we build up the sides, ends, and dividing p&rtl--

~ tions of the said bars of suitable lengths, by laying the
~ gaid bars across each other at the ends, alternately, as
- represented in fig. 3, except the partlmons which cross

the side bars at suitable intervals from the ends, &l-

ways beginning and ending with the side rails, using

one more side rail than end rails.
We -join these side and end rails by metallic mds,
running entirely through from top to bottom, as rep-

resented in dotted lines, at @, fig. 3, so that when not

otherwise prevented, the crate, as thus far formed,
- will have perfect liberty to be folded‘dewn, as repre-
sented in fig, 2

The said rods @ are promded on one side of the |

crate, at the top of the same, with eyes b, and with
| -Elmﬂ&l' eyes at the bottom thereaf on the other gide, to

which the tops C and bottoms d are respectively hinged. | o

The said tops and bottoms are formed of longitu-
dinal rails, securely fastened to transverse bars, and are
of su: i'iclent width to fit fairly between the upper -and
lower longitudinal rails e, and rest on the upper and
lower transverse bars f, in which position they effect-
ually resist any tendency of the sides and ends to fold
together, and, being fastened by screwing to the side .
rails, or to the transverse. rails, in any suitable man-

ner, eonstitute a rigid and substantla,l crate, the bat-

tens OT Ccross-pieces s of the bottom and cover being ar-
mnged to fit snugly inside of the upper and lower
cross-pieces of the ends.

-~ It will be seen that this method of Gonstructlon is
very simple and cheap, and affords a collapsable, or
folding crate, which may with facility be chan ged fmm

-one condition to the other.

The same screws, or fastenings which secure the

cover and bottom -in -one condition, serve t0 secure

them in the other, and the names of the shippers and
receivers of the gnads may be so marked on the cover
that when in the folded state the return address will

| &ppeal, and the other when in the other condition.

Having thus deseribed our invention,

‘We claim as new, and desu‘e to secure. b} Letters
Patent—

1. The covers ¢cand d, hmged 1:0 the same rods @, and
arranged to fit between the side and end raﬂs and
thereby maintain the crate in the condition for pack-
ing, substantially as and for the purpose. specified.

2. The arrangement of the several parts, whereby the

- top and bottom may be folded and secured to the sides,

and the whole folded into the form represented in fig.
2, substantially as and for the purpose set forth.

L. A. LINDSEY. .
J. F. OSULLIVAN.

Witnesses:

- Gro. T. Swm,
- R. H. WINTER.
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