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LEVI BROWN, OF BALTIMORE, MARYLAND.
' Letters Patent No. 88,541, dated April 6, 1869.
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IMPROVEMENT IN BANJOS.

+—4 i

The Schedule referred to in _t]iese Letters Patent and maliing part of the same.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LEvi Browy, of the city and
county of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, have
invented a certain new and useful Improvement in
‘Banjos, and other similar inusical instruments, hav-

ing parchment beads, ot which the following is a full,

clear, and exact description, reference being had to
the accompanying drawing of the same, making part
of this specitication, in which— |

Figure 1 represents a plan of the banjo, having my
improvement applied thereto, but detached from the
neck, or staff; and

¥igure 2, a side view of the parchment head proper,
detached from the enclosing rim; while |

Figure 3represents a vertical section, taken through
the line z z of fig. 1, to show the construction and ar-
- rangement of the various parts, as also the method of
fastening and tightening the parchment. o

By reference to the drawing, it will be perceived
that the neck, or staff of the banjo, and its connec-
tions, are omitted, as the invention has no relation to
them whatever, it being confined solely to the method
of fastening and tightening the parechment to the head;
hence no allusion will be made to these parts in the

specification, further than to say, in this place, that.

they are formed, arranged, and secured in the usual
manner to the banjo-rim and parchment Head.
Agaln, referring to the drawing, it will be seen that
the outer rim, or shell A is represented as enclosing
the frame, which constitutes the parehment head.
This rim A cousists ofa cylinder, of wood or other suit-
able material, provided on the inside, anil near its lower
edge;, with a bead, @, to which it is securely attached
‘In any well-known manner; or, if deemed better, the
bead may form part of the rim itself.
- Upon this bead @ rests the trame B, in this way sup-
porting and keeping the parchiment head constantly in

1ts proper relative position with regard to the upper |

edge of the rim A, that is to say, the parchment in a
line flush, or nearly so, with its upper edge.

The frame, or parchinent head consists of the annu-
Iar head B proper, constructed as shown in fig. 3, and
a sliding ring, G, which fits. loosely over the outside
and upper portion of the head B.

To the outer side of this ring C, the edge of the
parchment is secured, by means of tacks b, or other
suitable means; while on the upper side, a rounded
groove Is formed, for ‘a purpose to be hereafter de-
scribed. |

In connection with these, and immediately over the

ring C, is arranged another ring, D, having a rounded

tenon on its under side, to correspond with the groove
cufb in the ring G, and into which it fits, so that when
forced down by the driver E, (which also consists of'a
rnng, made to it loosely over the head B, and between
the upper edge of the latter and the rim A, as shown
in fig. 3, upun the ring G, they, through their re-
speotive groove and tenon, are made to seize or clamp
the parchment, which passes between them, and to
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hold 1t securely, thereby lessening the strain of the
parchment on the tacks when tightened.

This tightening of the parchment head is effected
through the ageney of screws e passing through the
driver E, into the Jower portion of the head B, as
shown in fig. 3, so that by turning them in the proper
direction, the driver £ and head B are drawn together,
the former,in this operation, forcing down the ring

D and its tenon into the groove of the ring C, until
they are in perfect contact, with the parchment firmly

clamped between them, in which condition they are
then both forced down by the driver until the pareh-
ment is sufficiently strained, or tightened over the

 thin upper side of the head B, the outer edge of which

1s rounded off to prevent it from cutting the parch-
ment as it 1s being tightly drawn down over it. -

In constructing the banjo, the parts are all first made
and fitted, ready to put together. At this stage, the

parchment, properly prepared for the purpose, is at-.

tached by tacks to the outer edge of the ring C, and
its edge then trimmed, the grooved .side of the ring

‘being placed next to the underside of the parchment.

The ring is then slipped over the thin end of the head
B, and the ring D, with its tenoned side down, passed
n like manner over the parchment and the head B.
This done, the driver E is then passed over the whole,
and screwed down, as before mentioned, until the parch-

- ment"has been sufficiently strained, or tightened, as

illustrated in fig. 3, when the operation is complete,
the head being then ready to receive its neck, or staff,
and other appendages necessary to form the pertected
instrument. o . |

- From the foregoing description, it.will be apparent
that the tenoned ring D, instead of being formed in a
separate piece, may be- formed on the lower side of

the driver E, without in-any way altering the princi-

ple of the invention.

It is also apparent that the invention is as applica-
bie to tambourines, and other similar Instruments, as to
banjos. | |

- Having thus described my invention,
What I claim, is—
1. The arrangement of a groove on the upper side

of the slide-ring C, to which the parchment is attached,

when such is used in connection with a corresponding

| tongue, formed on the under side of the driver E, or
its equivalent, (the slide-ring D,) whereby the parech-
ment is firmly grasped between the two, and the strain
| of the parchment upon the tacks consequently mate-
rially reduced. | _
2. The arrangement of the bead @ on the inside of
therim A, in combination with the head B,in the man-
ner and for the purpose set forth.

LThe above specitication signed by me, this 2d day:

of February, 1869.-

| LEVI BROWN.
Witnesses:

EpwD. DICKINS,
P. Hanxay,
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