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SAMUEL STRONG OF WASHINGTO\T CITY DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Lettefs Patent No.

88,028 dated March 30, 1869.
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IMP_ROVEMENT IN STREET LETTER-BOXES.

~ The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the sams,

To all whom it may concern :

- Be it known that I, SAMUEL STRONG, of Washing-
1:011 City, in the cuunty of Washington, and District of
Columbia, have invented a new and useful Improve-
ment in Street Letter-Boxes; and I do hereby declare
that the following is a full, clem and exact descii ip-
tion thereof, reference bemﬂ' had 60 the ¢ acconpanying
drawings, in which— |

Figure 1 is a side elevation, in perspective, of a let-
ter-hox made in pursuance of my invention, and

Figures 2 and 3 are sections in line z «, ﬁ 15 fig.
2 showmn' the drop-lid closed, and fig. 3 showmtr 1t
open.

The nature of my invention consists in so construct-
“ing a drop-letter box, that when a letter or package
lns been deposited therein, it will be. impossible to
extract it without unlockmw or breaking the box.

In the accompanying dmwmﬁs-—-

A 1s the box,in w hich the letters are deposited, and
- B, the lid, whleh must be opened to remove the con-
| tents of the box. ~

This lid is hinged to the back part of the box and
its front edge is provided with a hasp, or other smt—
able device, tm locking it to the box A "

In this lid B there is a rectangular aperture, C,
which is surrounded by a vertical mnn‘e D.

- This aperture C is covered by a hmgull id, I, w hich
hasa flange, D', around its edge, projecting down ward,
and fitting, when the lid I'is elosed, closa.ly around the.
ﬂmlge D, which surrounds the a,pertum in the lid B.

l‘ilﬂld]} attached to the back part of the lid F,is an
inclined plate, I, of the same form as the ;:npertme C,
and of such size thmt 1t will practically clese, the &pel-
tare O when the lid I? is raised.

On the upper edge of the front part of ﬂa,nrre D, isa
Jedge, d, projecting mwmd which limits the extent to
which the tid F may be rmsed by arr estmg the ascent
of the inclined plate I,

The flange D is of such helght that as the lid F |

descends, the inclined plate F is all the time moving

il

within the aperture 0, and surrounded by said ﬂange
until the flange D’ of the lid ¥ begins to close down

~over the front part of said flange D; and as the lid F

I raised, the inclined plate I Gloses the recess © be-
fore the lower edge of flange D’ rises above flange D,
so that at no time ean any thmﬂ' be extiacted from the

box through the aperture O, mthout breakmn* or re-

moving the lid T
The ascent of the lid F may be limited to any point
desired, by a stop, b, at the back part of it.

The lld B may- be rigidly attached to the box, or
cast therewith, and a .door may be provided in the

side or end of the box, for removing the contents,.
This construction wﬂl be found most convenient for
one-armed letter-carriers, as it will obviate the neces-
sity of holding up the lid while the lebtels are being re-
moved. from the box.
The operation is as follows:

The lid I is raised until the front edge of the i in-
clined plate I comes in-contact with the ledge d, or
until its ascent is arrested by the stop b, and the let— |
late I,
The lid F is then closed ‘down, and the front edge of
the inclined plate B falls suﬂiclently below the apertare.

ter or package is deposted upon said 111(3]1116[1 P

in the lid B, to form-an opening for the letter or pack-

age to drop ‘into the box A, from whicl it c‘mnot be

removed without unlocking or breaking the box. -
Having thus fully described my 1mprovement. and
its mode of operation,
What I claim as my 1mfent10n, and desire to secure
by. Letters Patent, is—

The flanged lid E with its inclined plate I, in com-

bination wwh the apertare C, and suuoundmw flange
D, all constructed to operate subst‘mmally as mthm

deser:tbed
SAMUEL STRONG.,
Wltnesses - -
G. A. C. SumrrH,
E. R. Brown.
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