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The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the same.

To «ll whom it may concern:

- Be it known that I, STepEEN UPsoN, of the city,
county, and State of New York, have invented a new
and improved Device for Pmutmnw the Handling of
Violins and Bows; and I do hes eby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact deseription thereof,
whmhulll umblu others skilled in the art to make rtml
use the same, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings, forming part of this specification.

Figure 1 u,prebentb A plan or top view ut my imn-
pProv ed pm(.,tu,u block tor violins.

Iigure 2 is an inverted plan view of the same.

Ifigure 3 18 & vertical transverse section of the same,
the pla,m, of section being indicated by the line x,
fig. 2.

Simﬂ'u‘ letters of reference indicate corresponding
parts.

This invention has forits objeet, to teach beginners
the manner of handling the bows of violins, and equiv-
alent instr uments, and tlre mode of using tlm fingers,
and practising the shifts on the finoer-bo: ard of the in-
strumnent, all without producing any noise, and without
exposing valuable instr uments to the risk of bt,u}u'
spoiled by the practitioners.

The invention consists in the use of a block. A,
which is shaped, more or less, like a violin, and which
has a scale marked on its ﬁnge r-board, upon whieh the
fingers may be practised as on o real instrument.

The block has also o transverse groove, «, in which
a stick, B, can be drawn back and forth, to teach the
movenients of the bow. |

It isone of the first requisites in violin-playing, that
the bowshould always be held par allel with the bridge.
The direction of the bow, tn this respect, should never
be changed. If the bow s drawn at another than a
right n.ntrlt., across the strings, a very impure, shriek-
ing sound will be produced. The seholar should, there-
hne first practise, to produce the requisite Stlﬂl”‘ht
nmtum of the bow.

The stick is preferably made 1}1 lsnmnc so as to have

sharp cornevs, that it may not be tu_mt,d in the simi- |

larly-shaped groove of the block.

The person using it, will be obliged to move the
stick straight, as 1t mll not move uthem’me in the
groove. The muscles of the hand and arm will, by
cuu%t.-.mt practice with this stick and block, be tr mued
so as to become accustomed to the proper motmn.

Short and long strokes may be uaed to represent
short and long bumnrr

Another gr mt ..ulmwt.we of this ﬂevxce is, that the
pmctltmner does not pwduce the disagr eea,b]e noise
generally made by scholars on musical mst;luments
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The block is or may be provided with another groove,
b, which is not as deep as the first, and which has its
buttmn bevelled down at the ends, as in fig. 3, for the
purpose of allowing the position of the bow, for play-
g single strings, to be practised. Three phnes are,
by the bov els, formed on the bottom of the slnllow
groove b, as shown, and the scholar can hold his bow
on any oue of the four corners of the same, and change
fromn one corner to the other, as if from one string to
the other, always, however, keeping the stick parallel
with the bndrre that is to say, in the groove.

On the neck and finger-board, is a raised rib, ¢, on
which the fingers should be held while they are prac-
tising on the aforesaid scale. The fingers are thereby
compelled to follow a straight line in theu' motion on
the scale. The scale need onlv represent one octave.
It the scholar has become faumiliar with it, the other
scales will be easy for himn to produce.

In order to teach the up-and-down motion of the
bow, that is to say, to have it shifted more or less far
fmm the bridge, toward the neck, without ever los-
ing its pmmllel direction with the bI‘ld“‘b, I have ar-

anwt,d two guide-bars, C C, on the upper or lower
side of the block, and k! shdlnrr case, D, suspended
therefrom.

The stick B can be fitted throurrll the case D, and

can be moved back and forth in the same, and at the

same time shifted up or down with the sa,me The

requisite shifting is thus produced, while the stick is
constantly in the correct position.

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A block, A, when provided with grooves, or their
equivalents, to allow the motions for playing a violin
to be practised upon.it, substantially as hmem shown
a,ﬂd described.

. The groove b, having the bevelled: bottom when
mmnrred in the block A, subbtzmtm,]]y as and for the

purpose herein shown :md described.

3. The straight groove «, or its equwa,lent when
arranged in the black A, substantially as and for the
purpose herein shown and described.

4. The sliding case D, when at'ra,nrred on the block
t{k to pmctise the bhlftll]”‘ motion of the bow, as set
orth.

0. Providing the block A with a scale for finger-
practice, as set forth, and with one or more ‘mbed
lines, ¢, as specified.

STEPHEN UPSON.

Witnesses:

A. V. BRIESEN,
FRANK BLOCKLEY.
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