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FRIE ND W, SMlTH JR., OF B RIDGEPORT CONNECTICUT.
Le_ttea's Patent No. 88,335, dated March 30, 1869.

IMPROVEMENT IN CROQUET-WICKETS.
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The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and making part of the samae.

To all whom it may concern :

Beitknownthat I, FRIEND W, S’*«IITH Jr., of Bridge-
port, in the county ot Fairfield, and State of Connecti-

cut, haveinvented certain new and useful Impmvements -

in Oroquut-chkets, of which the following is a ful]
clear, and exact description.

The object of the first part of my invention is to

render the wickets elastic laterally, to prevent their
being thrown down by the players coming in contact
w1t11 them, and also to prevent injury to the players
or their clothing; to which end,

My Improvement consists in a novel method of com-
biuing helical springs with the arches, or wickets, sub-
Htfhl]tl.:bll}f as hereinafter set forth. |

My invention further consists in so hinging a label
to the wicket, to receive a number, that the label may
yield when struck by the ball or m*ﬂleb |

The object of the next part of my invention is to
- enable the wickets easily to be removed ; and
My improvement eonsists in & novel method of com-

bining, with spring-wickets, vertical rods, bent to form.
eyes, into which the wickets are IHSEItEd as hereinaf-

ter desmbed
In the accompanying dmmngs——-
Figure 1 is a front, and |

I‘1uure. 2, a side view of my 1mproved mcket, the

:red lines showi g the wicket bent.
A bed-piece, A is inserted in the ground and sup-
- ports two mde-posts B, formed of stout wire, and bent
into eyes b b'. -
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. The wicket is formed of a single wire, G, bent in its
middle in the usual shape, but -having helical springs

(0 near each end.

The ends of the wire are St‘['&lght so that they can
be inserted in the eyes b ¥, and the wickets can thus
be readily set up or removed. |

A label, D, may be attached to each mcket to te-

S eeive 4 numbel or mark.

I prefer helical springs, as they allow a large range |

‘of motion, and yet support the wicket properly.

- The side-posts B may, if preferred, be inserted di-
rectly into the ground. )
What I claim as my invention, and desu‘e to secure
by Letters Patent, is— |

1. The cumblnatlon, substmtnll}f as setb forth with
a croquet-wicket, of spiral springs, which &110W the
wicket to yield latemlly r
2. The combination, substantially as seb forth, of
vertical supports, provided with eyes, and sprlnfr-mck-

ets, for the purposes specified.

3. The combination, with the yié,ldlng sprin g—-wmket

-of the numbered hmfred label, arranged and operating

as and for the purpose described.
In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscmbed

| my name.

FRIEND W. SMITH JR.
Wlmesses
CURTIS THOMPSON
D. F. HOLLISTER.
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