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JOHN C. MILLER, OF DANVILLE, KENTUCKY.
Letters Patent No. 88,319, dated March 20, I1869.
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IMPROVEMENT IN GUN-LOCES.
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To ail whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Joux C. MIiuLER, of Danville, .

in the county .of Boyle, and in the State of Kentucky,
have invented certain new and usefil Improvements
in Fire-Arms; and do hereby declare that the follow-
ing is o foll, clear, and exact deseription thiereof, ref-
erence- being had to the accommpanying drawings, and
‘to the letters of refercnee marked theieomn. .

My liivention is designed particulatly as an improve-
ment on Smith & Wesson’s revolvitg cartridge-piece,
but may be applied to-all other arms to which it can
be adapted. S

]

The nature of my invention cousists in so construct-

ing the but of a revolving fire-arm, thatdy sitipiy press-
ing the but against the shoulder, the piece i8 rapidly
cocked, and put in readiness for o fresh discharge, with-
out the loss of time consumed in bandling other pieces,
thus giving increased effectiveness to such fire-avms,
and causing an instautancously suceessive discharge of
the same. | |

In order to enablesothers skilled in the art to which
my invention appertains, o inake and use the same, ]
“will now proceed to describe its construction and oper-
ation, referring to the annexed drawings, which forn
a part of this specification, and which represent an -
side view of the stosk.,

A fepresents the stock, made of iron or other suit-
able naterial, and constructed hollow,

B is the :ut-plate, made of ivon or other proper na-
terinl, which is made to slide on the stock A, either
by means of slots in the points of the bui-plate, as
shown in the drawing, ot by means of dovetailed
grooves iu the stock, with the poiots of the but-plate
to correspond, and slide within the said grooves.

On the inner side of the but-plate B are two sockets,
C C; and conceuled in the stock A are two correspond-
ing sockets, D U, - |

In these sockets are placed two springs, ¥ K, made
of finely-tempered steel, of suilicient activity to admit
of easy action, and of sufficient power to readjust the
but-plate rapidly after use,

A pitman, ¥, is connected with the bnt-plate B, by
being pivoted between two ears, @ a, vising fiem the

centre of its under side, or by any other suitable means,

This pitman, which is made of iron or other suitable
material, passes through ap aperture in the but of the
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stock, said aperture being of sufficient size to admit of
easy action of the pitman. |
Inside of the stock A, is placed a lifting-wheel, G,
made of iron or othier suitable material, to one side of
which the pitinan F is pivoted. 'This wheel, G, has a

I gropve, or flange, of sufiicient size to hold the lifting-
- chain H, which conueets with the hammer of the piece.

Said chain, being made after any strong and firm pat-
tern, passes, for that purpose, through the cnain-hole,
marked I, in the stock. | |

The chain H may have a ring or hook on the end
next to the hammmer, that it may be convenientiy re-
moved fromn the same when desirved.

One side of the stock A should be made movable
ot o hinge, and to {asten back securely by means of
serews entering the other side of the stock.,

Tt will readily be secn that when the guan is in po-
sttion at the shoulder, and has been discharged, it is
only necessary to press the but against the shomder,
when the pitinan IY, turning the wheel &, winds up
the chain I1 sufficient to raise the hammer of the piece.
The springs 1B X, as svon as the pressure 18 reimovedq,
instantaneously pressing the but-plate B out again, un-
wind the chain H, so that the piece may be discharged
in the nsual manner.

The tune usually lost in handling the piece is thus
saved, and an instantancously successive dischacge way
thus be kept up. |

[laving thus fully described my invention,

What I claim as new, and desive to secure by Let-
ters Patent, is— |

1. Constructing the but of a fire-arm in such a man-

ner, that by pressing the but against the shoulder, the

piece may be rapidly cockued, substantially as hierein set
fortts. |

2. The combination of the spring but-plate B, springs
1 B, pitman ¥, and lifting-wheel G, frop wiich & con-
nection may be made with the gun-hammer, for oper- -
ating the sane, substantially as herein seb fortl,

To the above specification of my improvement ia fire-
arms, I have set may hand, this, the 11th day of Jai-
aary, A. D. 1869. |

- JOHN O. MILLER.
Witnesses:
JOHN W, ROCHERTER,
JORN H, BMIiTH.
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