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DANIEL K. HUMPHREY, OF BUFFALO, NEW YORK.

Letters Patent No. 87,938, dated March 16, 1869.

~ IMPROVED HEAD-PAD FOR HORSES.

————— el b

The Schedule referred to in these Letters Patent and maling part of the same.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, DaNier, K. HUMPHREY, of the
city of Buffalo, in the county of Brie, and State of New

- York, have invented a certain new and improved Pro-

tecting Head-Pad for Horses, as an article of manufac-
ture; and I do hereby declare that the tollowing is a
full and exact description thereof, reference being had
to the accompanying drawing, which represents a view
of my improved pad applied to a horse’s head.

1tis a well-known fact to those en gaged in the trans-
portation of horses by rail, that the animals are fre-
quently injured, and sometimes seriously so, from con-
cussion of the brain produced by the contact of the head
with the top of cars. ~ | |

- The natural movement of a horse, when startled, or
frightened from any cause, is to throw its head upward,
and the cars not being of sufficient height to fully per-
mit this movement, the result is the more or less vio-
-lent contact of the head with the top of the car. This
produces a concussion of the brain, which destroys or
impairs the life and spirit of the animal, and renders
it dull and stupid, and whieh sometimes results in the
loss of the animal, from a softening of the brain.
Heretofore no adequate means has, to my knowl-
- edge, been devised for protecting the head from inj ury

under such circumstances. |
~ The objeet of my inveuntion is the construction of a

pad that can be readily attached to the halfer, or bridle
on top of the horse’s head, and which will- so deaden
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and soften the concussion, as to prevent injury result-
ing therefrom. |
" In the drawing— |

A represents this pad, the under side of which may
be made of leather, and the exposed portion of cloth
or thin leather, stuffed with hair, or other suitable ma-
terial, or the pad can be made to consist of two spiral
springs attached to a strap of leather, so as to extend

| upward when applied to the head, on each side of the

top of the skull, with a small bar, or rod connecting
their upper ends, in which case the spiral springs would
perform the same function of the stuffed pad in reliev-
ing from the concussion. ~ |

The pad may be secured to the hea,d-aStra,p of the

‘halter or bridle by strings attached to the under side

of the pad, which tie around the strap, or the pad may
be formed with loops, through which the strap of the
halter or bridle is passed. |

If desired, a strap may extend from the pad in front,
passing between the ears and around the brow-band or
nose-piece of the halter or bridle. |

What I elaim as my invention, and desire to secure

'by Letters Patent, is—

The protecting head-pad for horses, as a new article
of manufacture, substantially as set forth.

DANL K, HUMPHREY.
Witnesses :
JAY HYATT, .
Ave. B. Fircs.
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